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Takeshita Criticizes U.S. on Trade Disputes 
OW160519 Tokyo KYODO in English 0449 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita criticized the United States Wednes- 
day for threatening to take retaliatory action whenever a 
trade dispute arises. 


Such an attitude runs counter to the spirit of dialogue 
and cooperation and does not settle problems, Takeshita 
said. 


The prime minister was replying to Socialist questioner 
Toshio Inamura who raised a farm trade rift between 
Japan and the United States at a session of the House of 
Councillors Budget Committee. 


Takeshita said that Japan and the U.S. should not reduce 
their trade but expand it to attain a balance. 


Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi 
Sato said in the same session that his ministry has 
continued efforts to open talks with the U.S. on beef and 
citrus trade but so far the U.S. has refused to negotiate 
further on the issue until Tokyo sets a clear timetable for 
liberalizing their imports. 


The current four-year quota agreement is due to expire 
March 31. 


In the absence of a new agreement, the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries announced in Febru- 
ary Japan’s beef import quotas for the April-September 
period of 1988 at 102,000 tons, up 9,000 tons from the 
level a year ago. 


The ministry also set import quotas for oranges and 
orange juice for the half-year term at 91,000 tons and 
8,500 tons, respectively, unchanged from year before 
levels. 


Verity Calis for Further Construction Talks 
OW 160057 Tokyo KYODO in English 1304 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 15 KYODO—U.S. Commerce 
Secretary C. William Verity has called for Japan to make 
efforts for the resumption of the bilateral talks on the 
construction issue, a high-ranking official of the Foreign 
Ministry said Tuesday. 


The official, who requested anonymity, said that Verity 
had sent a personal letter Saturday to Japanese Ambas- 
sador to the U.S. Nobuo Matsunaga outlining U.S. 
demands on the issue following a series of unsuccessful 
working-level negotiations between the two nations. 


Leen 
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Six days of bilateral talks held in Washington on March 
2-8 failed to produce any agreement on the construction 
issue, although Japan presented a compromise proposal 
including a total of seven public works projects. 


Verity reportedly reiterated in his letter that the Japa- 
nese bidding system remains unacceptable to American 
contractors because it puts undue priority on the bid- 
ders’ past performance, the official said. 


Verity also pointed to the period Japan now allows 
bidders for the the submission of formal quotations as 
being too short, the officials said. 


However, the Foreign Ministry does not disclose the 
detailed contents of the letter. 


The letter followed a luncheon meeting last Wednesday 
between Verity and Matsunaga. 


Japan will do its utmost to bring about a reopening of the 
bilateral talks amid a mounting retaliatory mood in 
Congress, the official said. 


The official hinted at a prompt resumption of negotia- 
tions as early as next week, saying that Japan cannot 
afford to await as long as a week. 


Following the breaking off of the meeting last week in 
Washington, U.S. Ambassador to Japan Mike Mansfield 
and L. Desaix Anderson, minister at the 1'.S. Embassy 
here, had visited the Japanese ministries to convey U.S. 
demands and intentions on the issue. 


Alleged New Demands Denied 
OW 160311 Tokyo KYODO in English 0250 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Washington, March 15 KYODO—Japanese dip- 
lomatic sources here denied Tuesday [15 March] some 
press reports that a personal letter dispatched by U.S. 
Commerce Secretary C. William Verity to Japanese 
Ambassador to Washington Nobuo Matsunaga con- 
tained added U.S. demands for Tokyo to open its 
construction market. 


The sources said the letter was nothing more than a 
reiteration of the U.S. stance on the issue, calling for 
improved U.S. access to the Japanese public works 
market. 


They said Matsunaga asked Verity at a meeting on 
hMarch 9 in Washington to clarify the U.S. position since 
the issue is giving the public the impression that the issue 
has touched off serious problems between the two 
nations. 


Bilateral talks on the issue have been deadlocked, 
prompting the U.S. to threaten retaliatory measures 
against Japan. 
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Ministry To Reply ‘Soon’ 
OW 161043 Tokyo KYODO in English 1033 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—Japan will send a 
message to the U.S. soon in reply to a call from Wash- 
ington for greater Japanese efforts to settle a bilateral 
dispute over foreign participation in Japan’s public 
works projects, a top-level Foreign Ministry official said 
Wednesday. 


The Foreign Ministry is hurriedly preparing a reply to 
Commerce Secretary William Verity who in a letter called 
for Japan to make efforts for the resumption of the talks, 
said the official speaking on condition of anonymity. 


The White House Economic Policy Council is scheduled 
to meet in Washington on Wednesday (local time), he 
noted. 


The council, chaired by Treasury Secretary James Baker, 
is expected to discuss whether to invoke Section 301 of 
1974 Trade Act, which provides for retaliatory measures 
against any country judged to be engaged in unfair trade 
practices. 


In the personal letter sent Saturday to Japanese Ambas- 
sador Nobuo Matsunaga, Verity reportedly reiterated 
the U.S. stance on the issue, saying the Japanese bidding 
system remains unacceptable to American contractors 
because its puts undue emphasis on bidders’ past perfor- 
mance. 


Verity also reportedly expressed dissatisfaction that the 
period Japan now allows bidders for the submission of 
formal quotations is too short, although details of the 
letter were not disclosed. 


Week-long bilateral talks on U.S. access to Japan's 
construction market broke off in Washington last week, 
but the U.S. said it was prepared to resume the negotia- 
tions in a message conveyed via ambassador to Tokyo 
Mike Mansfield on March 11. 


Matsunaga had met with Verity in Washington last 
Wednesday, asking him to clarify U.S. demands. 


Message To Offer Compromise 
OW161115 Tokyo KYODO in English 1111 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—Japan will tel! the 
United States very soon that it is ready to present a fresh 
compromise plan to break an impasse over a U/S. 
demand to provide American firms with wider access to 
Japanese public works projects, government sources said 
Wednesday. 


The government reached the decision in a meeting of 
Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Ichiro Ozawa and high- 
level officials at the ministries concerned, the sources said. 


Northeast Asia 


Japan will clarify its position in a reply message to U.S. 
Commerce Secretary William Verity, who urged more 
Japanese efforts to settle a bilateral dispute over foreign 
participation in Japan’s public works projects, the 
sources said. 


Meanwhile, a top-level Foreign Ministry official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said his ministry is hurriedly 
preparing a reply to Verity's letter, in which he called for 
Japan to make greater efforts to resume the talks. 


Plan To Cut Support Prices for Meat Revealed 
OW151209 Tokyo KYODO in English 0305 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text! Tokyo, March 15 KYODO—Agriculture, For- 
estr, and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato Tuesday 
revealed plans to lower the support prices of beef, pork 
and milk in response to mounting calls for such action 
both at home and abroad. 


In a speech delivered at the opening of a general meeting 
of the livestock industry promotion council, Sato said 
the government plans to take “proper measures” to solve 
a number of difficult agricultural problems now facing 
the nation, such as a U.S. demand for liberalization of 
beef imports and a supply glut of livestock and dairy 
products. 


The remarks were taken to indicate that the Agriculture. 
Forestry and Fisheries Ministry plans to lower this year 
the support prices of beef, pork and milk for the third 
straight year. 


Based on the plans, the ministry is expected to present 
proposal to cut the support prices of beef by 5 to 10 
percent this year from 1987 and those of milk for 
processing into dairy products by 8 to 10 percent when 
the council’s subcommittees hold meeting later this 
month, according to ministry officials. 


The projected price reductions are mainly in r sponse to 
mounting overseas calls for Japan to decontrol imports 
of agricultural products, including beef and powdered 
and condensed milk, the officials said. 


Also, Japanese consumers are demanding that the gov- 
ernment lower the support prices of these products in the 
light of lower feed import prices as a result of the yen’s 
appreciation against the U.S. dollar, they added. 


The government annually sets the support prices to 
ensure stable supplies of these agricultural products. 


Talks on Price Supports Begin 
OW151217 Tokyo KYODO in English 1027 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 15 KYODO--The Livestock 
Industry Promotion Council, an advisory body to Agri- 
culture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato, 
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opened talks in Tokyo Tuesday on price supports for 
beef, pork and milk products to be recommended to the 
government for fiscal 1988 starting in April. 


Sato opened the meeting and hinted at lowering price 
supports in response to mounting calls for such action. 


He said the government plans to take “proper measures” to 
solve a number of difficult agricultural problems now facing 
Japan, such as the U.S. demand for liberalization of beef 
imports and a glut of livestock and dairy products. 


According to munistry officials, price supports are 
expected to be cut for beef by 5 to 10 percent and milk 
for processing into dairy products by 8 to 10 percent, 
registering declines for the third straight year. 


Final recommendations will be decided by the end of 
this month after the council’s subcommittees hold indi- 
vidual meetings for feed grains on Wednesday, beef on 
March 23, and dairy products on March 24. 


Japanese consumers and overseas countries are demand- 
ing that Japan lower price supports on agricultural 
products to reflect lower feed import prices as a result of 
the yen’s higher value. 


The government annually sets price support levels to 
ensure stable supplies of agricultural products in Japan. 


Efforts To End Dispute 
OW160045 Tokyo KYODO in English 1048 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 15 KYODO—The Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries agreed Tuesday to continue last-ditch 
efforts through the end of this month to settle beef and 
citrus trade dispute with the United States, government 
sources said. 


Tsutomu Hata, head of the LDP’s farm panel, the 
Research Commission on Comprehensive Agriculture, 
and Yasuo Goto, vice minister for agriculture, forestry 
and fisheries, met and reached the agreement. 


Hata and Goto reconfirmed Japan’s position of seeking 
to persuade the United States to accept a Japanese offer 
to increase import quotas for beef and oranges, the 
sources said. 


The United States has refused to open beef and orange 
trade unless Japan sets a clear timetable for liberalizing 
imports of beef and citrus imports. [sentence as received] 


The present four-year accord is due to expire March 31. 


Northeast Asia 


Hata, who served as a agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
minister in the cabinet of Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone, will leave for the United States Sunday for 
unofficial meetings with American Government officials 
and congressional leaders, the sources said. 


He will stay in the U.S. through March 27 or 28. 


Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi 
Sato will reportedly fly to Washington around March 26 
to also help break the impasse. 


The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry has 
announced a tentative beef import quota for the April- 
September term at 100,000 tons, up 9,000 tons from the 
same period a year before. Import quotas for oranges and 
orange juice for the same half-year term are set at 91,000 
tons and 8,500 tons respectively, unchanged from year 
before levels. 


US. Call To Open Rice Market Rejected 
OW 160839 Tokyo KYODO in English 0832 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—Japan has no inten- 
tion of responding to a U.S. Congressional call to open 
its rice market, government spokesman Keizo Obuchi 
said Wednesday. 


“Liberalization of rice imports is out of the question,” 
Obuchi told reporters. 


A U.S. Senate-House panel on farm trade agreed Tues- 
day to urge Japan to open its rice market in the form of 
an addendum to an omnibus trade bill. 


The chief cabinet secretary, however, added that the 
Japanese Government keeps a close watch on develop- 
ments over farm trade affairs. 


Economic Discussions Held With UK’s Young 


Discusses Imports With Uno 
OW 140521 Tokyo KYODO in English 0402 GMT 
14 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 14 KYODO—British Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry Lord Young Monday 
reiterated Britain’s demand that Japanese taxes on 
imported whisky be reduced within this year, a Foreign 
Ministry official said. 


Young, meeting with Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno over 
breakfast at the ministry guest house, also called on Uno 
to allow two more British securities firms to enter the 
Tokyo stock exchange as soon as possible, said the 
official in a briefing to reporters. 
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The British trade secretary, currently on a six-day visit to 
Japan with a trade mission, expressed his hope of 
doubling British exports to Japan within the coming 
three years. 


Uno was quoted as telling Young that he would do his 
utmost to rectify the situation regarding taxes on whisky 
and other spirits before the Toronto summit of seven 
major industrialized democracies in June. 


About ongoing Japan-U.S. negotiations on the opening 
of Japan’s construction market to U.S. firms, Uno told 
Young that the outcome of the talks could have favorable 
implications for other countries outside of the United 
States who also want to enter that market. 


Uno and Young shared the view that relations between 
Japan and Britain have been remarkably improved and 
strengthened by the two countries’ efforts, according to 
the official. 


Young will leave Japan Wednesday after meeting Inter- 
national Trade and Industry Minister Hajime Tamura, 
Posts and Telecommunications Minister Masaaki Naka- 
yama and Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita. 


Holds News Conference 
OW151241 Tokyo KYODO in English 0833 GMT 
15 Mar 8& 


[Text] Tokyo, March 15 KYODO—Anglo-Japanese rela- 
tions are entering “a new and more positive era” and 
both nations should work together to bring about open, 
competitive global markets under the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) rules, British Secre- 
tary of State for Trade and Industry Lord Young said 
Tuesday. 


“Together, we would make a formidable team ... called a 
dynamic partnership,” he said. 


Speaking at a press conference at the Japan Press Center, 
Young said he expects Japan to meet fully GATT panel 
recommendations to remove discriminatory tax differ- 
entials between domestic and foreign alcoholic beverag- 
es, and to enable any qualified foreign firm to obtain 
Tokyo Stock Exchange (TSE) membership without 
undue Gelay. 


“Britain intends to continue to work under the multilat- 
eral framework of the GATT, particularly under the 
present Uruguay round of negotiations, to remove bar- 
riers and to iraprove the working of international mar- 
kets for goods and services,” he said. 


He said the international community gave Japan credit 
for the recent progress it made in integrating its economy 
into the world economy. 
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“Japan must continue with policies for economic growth 
based on domestic demand rather than exports together 
with further progress on market opening measures,” 
Young said. 


On February 29 Young had launched the “Opportunity 
Japan” campaign to heighten awareness among British 
business leaders of the growing opportunities in the 
Japanese market and with Japanese business interests in 
the UK and worldwide. 


He said British exports to Japan in terms of pounds had 
increased 25 percent in 1987 and stressed tha’ British 
firms had many competitive products such as those in 
the field of aerospace, electronics, computer software, 
medical equipment and engineering. 


“I believe it is quite within our power to double our 
business in Japan over the next three years,” he said. 


Young also stressed that Britain had been growing as fast 
as Japan and faster than West Germany or Fance and 
displayed the highest productivity growth of major 
industrial countries. 


“The investment in UK manufacturing will reach a 
record level in 1988,” he predicted. 


He also said he was pleased with Nissan Motor Corp.’s 
and Sanyo Electric Co.’s announced plans to locate a 
design center in the UK and two British factories, 
respectively. [as received] 


Lord Young is visiting Japan from March 10-16 with a 
team of nine British business leaders, whose firms 
account for about 10 percent of Britain’s total gross 
national product (GNP). 


He met with Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, Minister 
for International Trade and Industry Hajime Tamura, 
Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno and Transport Minister 
Shintaro Ishihara. 


Meets on Tclecommunications Accord 
OW 160357 Tokyo KYODO in English 0252 
GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—Japan and Britain will 
reach a final agreement on the opening in May of an 
international VAN (value added network) communications 
service between the two countries, Posts and T Jecommu- 
nications Ministry officials said Wednesday [16 March]. 


The officials said the accord was reached between Posts 
and Telecommunications Minister Masaaki Nakayama 
and British Secretary of State for Trade and Industry 
Lord Young when they held talks here Tuesday evening. 


The two countries are scheduled to hold regular talks on 
telecommunications-related matters in London early in 
May. 
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VAN is a large-scale telecommunications service for data 
accumulation and processing by enabling otherwise incom- 
patible computers to communicate with each other. 


Four companies are already engaged in VAN services 
between Japan and the Wnited States. 


During Tuesday's talks, Lord Young and Nakayama also 
agreed to meet again in May at the telecommunications 
meeting in London, the officials added. 


Calls for Lower Air Fares 
OW 160547 Tokyo KYODO in English 
0524 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—British Trade Secre- 
tary Lord Young asked Japan Wednesday [16 March] to 
cooperate in lowering international air fares between 
Japan and Britain to facilitate an interchange of their 
people, Japanese officials said. 


The officials said Lord Young, Britain’s secretary of state 
for trade and industry, made the request at his meeting 
with Japanese Transport Minister Shintaro Ishihara. 


Lord Young said lower air fares would encourage more 
Japanese tourists to visit Britain, thereby helping to 
reduce Japan’s trade surplus with Britain. 


He also acted as a salesman for British Aerospace’s 146 
passenger aircraft, saying the airplane requires a short 
runway and creates less noise than other aircraft. 


Meets With Takeshita 
OW 160559 Tokyo KYODO in English 0539 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita met with British Cabinet minister 
Lord Young Wednesday [16 March] and gave high 
marks to the economic policy of Prime Minister Marga- 
ret Thatcher. 


Lord Young, secretary of state for trade and industry, 
who is in Tokyo on a six-day visit to Japan with a British 
trade mission, met with Takeshita in the Diet (parlia- 
ment) building for about 13 minutes Wednesday morn- 
ing and reported to him on the new budget the Thatcher 
cabinet has introduced. 


The prime minister also asked Lord Young to relay his 
good wishes to Mrs. Thatcher. Takeshita is scheduled to 
visit London in May in the course of his trip to Europe. 


Lord Young took the occasion to renew his appeal for a 
lowering of duties on imported whiskey. He made a 
similar appeal when he met with Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno on Monday. 
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Britain and other European Community member 
nations have been urging Japan to reduce tariffs on 
whiskey to help boost shipments of European goods to 
the Japanese market. 


Lord Young reportedly told Takeshita that Britain wants 
to double its exports to Japan in three years and 
expressed optimism about future Anglo-Japan relations. 


He pointed out that some 75 Japanese firms have 
invested in Britain and added that British companies are 
also considering taking similar steps in Jzpan. 


Group Claims Attack on PRC Consulate 
OW150027 Tokvo KYODO in English 0006 
GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Fukuoka, March 15 KYODO—An underground 
organization calling itself “Hotaru” (firefly) has claimed 
responsibility for attacking the Chinese consulate gen- 
eral in this city in southwestern Japan last Friday night. 


In a 738-character statement in Japanese delivered in the 
mail to the Fukuoka branch of KYODO News Service 
Monday, the group—believed to be of rightists—said the 
attack on the mission was designed to destroy it. 


A blast from a shotgun was fired at the three-story 
structure from a passenger car but no one in the building 
was injured. 


Police said they are now analyzing the document to 
determine whether it is authentic as it failed to mention 
the group’s action in detail and was not sent immediately 
after the incident. 


The statement, believed to have been posted Sunday 
night or Monday morning, accused a high-ranking 
officer at the Fukuoka Prefecture police headquarters of 
abusing his authority and conducting excessive investi- 
gations. 


The police officer named in the statement is in charge of 
investigations into bribery cases and gangs and the 
statement warned the group wil! conduct further acts of 
destruction. 


Fukuoka Mayor Keiichi Kuwahara, expressed his regret 
to Chinese Consul General Guo Chu when he visited the 
consulate genercl Monday evening, city officials said. 


Kuwahara handed Guo a copy of an assembly resolution 
urging police to take resolute action against terrorism 
and violence, the officials said. 


Guo told Kuwahara he was grateful for his friendly 
attitude and for the expressions of sympathy he had 
received from politica! and financial circles as well as 
friendship groups. 
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Kuwahara will visit the Chinese Embassy in Tokyo 
Saturday to express his regrets to Chinese Ambassador 
Zhang Shu. 


Meanwhile, the consulate general has informed Fukuoka 
police that it will not file an official report on the damage 
caused in the incident. 


Chinese diplomats did not disclose reasons for failing to 
make a report, but they were believed to have considered 
the matter from the viewpoint of bilateral diplomatic 
relations. 


North Yemen Oil Purchases To Bypass Gulf 
OW160155 Tokyo KYODO in English 
0901 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 15 KYODO—Japanese oil buyers 
will soon begin purchasing crude oil from North Yemen 
in order to bypass the war-plagued Persian Gulf and 
Strait of Hormuz, a major oil trader said Tuesday. 


The trader, one of the four Japanese oil buyers which 
have just concluded direct deals (DD) with Yemen 
Petroleum Co., a government-run oil corporation, said, 
“We will establish a long-term business relationship with 
North Yemen.” 


The deals are the first DD agreements concluded between 
Japanese oil buyers and the North Yemen Government, 
said the trader who declined to be identified. 


Japanese oil traders are faced with the need to diversify 
their supply sources to avoid sailing through the Strait of 
Hormuz and Persian Gulf which have become increas- 
ingly dangerous in the wake of recent missile attacks 
betwecn Baghdad and Tehran. 


Japan has been receiving over 50 percent of its oil 
supplies through the Strait of Hormuz. 


Nortn Yemen is a socialist country which does not 
belong to the 13-nation Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). It plans to boost its oil 
output to 200,000 barrels pwr day (BPD) by the end of 
1988 and has a potential production capacity of 300,000 
BPD, industry sources said. 


The four Japanese buyers are divided into two groups 
that joined recent international b.dding there, aiong with 
more than 40 other oil traders. One is a group of Mitsui 
and Co. and Kyokuto Petroleum Industries while 
another consists of Nippon Oil Co. and Marubeni Corp. 


Mitsui and Nippon Oil—principal contractors in the 
deals—have each succeeded in purchasing 500,000 bar- 
rels for delivery in the April-j une quarter in conjunction 
with Kyokuto and Marubeni, the trader said. 
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The deals with Yemen Petroleum Co. calls for bringing 
the purchased crude to Japan without selling to other 
traders or exchanging the crude with other oil products 
on the spot market. 


The deals also call for making the North Sea blend the 
price-reference oil in the pricing formula for the North 
Yemen crude, the trader said. 


They call for pricing the North Yemen crude by adding 
a 65 cent premium to the average between FOB prices of 
North Sea blend and benchmark Dubayy crude. 


However, Japanese buyers are trying to persuade North 
Yemen to agree to change the pricing formula, because 
the North Sea blend—listed on the futures market—is 
“subject to market price fluctuations” ard “too highly- 
priced to be continuously brought to the Japanese mar- 
ket,” the trader said. 


Guam-Philippines-Taiwan Undersea Line Approved 
OW'160115 Tokyo KYODO in English 1153 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 15 KYODO—The Minisiry of 
Posts and Telecommunications [MPT] Tuesday autho- 
rized KDD [Kokusai Denshin Denwa] to construct a 
3,800-kilometer Guam-Philippines-Taiwan undersea 
optical fiber cable jointly with 22 other firms. 


KDD, Japan’s international telecommunications giant, 
has won MPT authorization to enter into an agreement 
with American Telephone and Telegraph Co., the Phil- 
ippines Long-Distance Telephone Co. and other compa- 
nies for the construction and maintenance of the cable. 


The projected cable, which forms part of a multinationai 
trans-Pacific undersea cable project, will have 3,780 tele- 
phone circuits. Construction of the 23.84 billion-yen cable is 
scheduled for completion by the end of August 1989. The 
cable is being built to meet increasing telecommunications 
demand in the Pacific area, according to KDD. 


KDD will bear an 890 million yen share of the cost. 


Tamura Going Yo Trade \\Ministers Forum in FRG 
OW 150249 Tokyo KYODO in English 0211 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 15 KYODO—International Trade 
and Industry Minister Hajime Tamura said Tuesday he 
will leave Tokyo Thursday [17 March] to attend a 
three-day ministerial meeting on world trade scheduled 
to open Saturday in Constance, West Germany. 


Tamura said the agenda for the meeting includes a 
review of progress in the Uruguay round of talks under 
the auspices of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) and preparations for a GATT ministerial 
meeting slated for December. 
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The Constance meeting will be attended by trade minis- 
ters from 30 countries, he said. 


Foreign Ministry Welcomes Iran-Iraq Cease-Fire 
OW 140451 Tokyo KYODO in English 0339 GMT 
14 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 14 KYODO—Japan welcomes a 
truce in the war of the cities between Iran and Iraq as 
announced late last week, the Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. 


For: gn Ministry spokesman Yoshifumi Matsuda said in 
a statement that attacks on the cities not only endanger 
the lives and property of noncombatants but also under- 
mine international efforts to bring about a peaceful 
settlement to the Gulf war. 


Japan hopes for an early and comprehensive solution to 
the Iran-Iraq war in accordance with the United Nations 
Resolution 597, passed last July, which called for an 
immediate cease-fire in the war, Matsuda said. 


Matsuda also said Japan will offer continued support for 
U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar’s peace 
efforts and wil! continue its own peace initiatives. 


Rightist Group Threatens Yasuhiro Nakasone 
OW 160237 Tokyo KYODO in English 
0219 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—A group believed to 
be rightists responsible for a series of attacks on a leac ing 
Japanese newspaper, has sent a threatening letter to 
former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, police said 
Wednesday. 


“We have again punished ASAHI SHIMBUN today,” 
the typewritten letter said. “Next will be your tura.” 


Nakasone is currently traveling in the United States. 


The National Pu.ice Agency ordered stepped-up protec- 
tion of cabinet members and party leaders after it was 
alerted to the threatening letter, officials said. 


The letter, written by an elusive rightist group calling 
itself Sekihotai, warned Nakasone that the group will 
pursue him until he is executed, saying he betrayed the 
Japanese nationals on key issues, including the official 
worship of the Yasukuni Shrine dedicated to the Japa- 
nese war dead. 


Nakasone refrained from visiting the shrine during his 
tenure as premier in consideration of diplomatic rela- 
tions between Japan and China. 


Police said the letter was delivered to Nakasone’s con- 
stituency office in Takasaki, Gumma Prefecture on 
Monday. 


Northeast Asia 


The letter, mailed from Shizuoka, carried a postmark 
dated last Friday, the same date that the group sent 
letters to news organizations claiming responsibility for 
planting a time bomb in the parking lot of ASAHI 
SHIMBUN’s Shizuoka bureau. 


The bomb failed to go off and was disarmed by police on 
Saturday. 


Police also said they suspected that the attacks were 
committed by the same group due to the similarity of 
characters made by the word processor and of the 
sentences in the intimidation letter and other state- 
ments. 


The group also claimed responsibility for the attacks on 
the offices and the dormitory of the newspaper in the 
cities of Kobe, Nagoya, Tokyo and Shizuoka during the 
past 10 months. 


Blackmailers’ Arrest Urged 
OW 160337 Tokyo KYODO in English 0318 GMT 
'5 Mar 88 


*Text] Tokyo, March 16 KYODO—Government spokes- 
man Keizo Obuchi said Wednesday that the government 
is encouraging police to arrest as soon as possible those 
responsible for attempting to blackmail former Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. 


The chief cabinet secretary told reporters that police are 
investigating the case in connection with a series of 
attacks on the ASAHI SHiIMBUN since a blackmail 
letter received by Nakasone came from the “Sekihotai,” 
a right-wing group thought responsible for the ASAHI 
attacks. 


Developers Fir Oil Field in South China Sea 
OW141105 Tokyo KYODO in English 0954 GMT 
14 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 14 KYODO—Three Japanese oil 
developers exploring for crude oil in the Pearl River 
basin of the South China Sea announced Monday the 
discovery of an oil field capable of yielding 5,300 barrels 
a day of crude. 


The announcement said the developers will continue test 
drilling near two “lufen” structures, where test drilling 
has proved successful in one of several concessions in a 
1,300-square kilometer area. 


It said the latest find was in a concession located 230 
kilometers southeast of Hong Kong and some 2,500 


meters deep. 


The three firms involved in the project are Japex New 
Nanha: Ltd., New Huanan Oil Development Co. and 
NMC Pearl River Mouth Oil Developnient Co. 
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Mongolia 


CPSU Politburo’s Yakovlev Arrives 14 March 
OW 150857 Ulaanbaetar MONTSAME in Russian 
1450 GMT 14 Mar 8&8 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 14 Mar (MONTSAME)—A.N. 
Yakovlev, member of the Politburo and secretary of the 
CPSU Central Committee, arrived in the MPR today at 
the invitation of the MPRP Central Committee. 


As head of a CPSU delegation, Comrade A.N. Yakovlev 
will also take part in the forthcoming Conference of 
Secretaries of Central Committees of Commu vist and 
Workers Parties of the Socialist Countries in Ulaanbaa- 
tar. 


Comrade A.N. Yakovlev was met at the capital’s Bayant- 
Uhaa Airport by D. Molomjamts, member of the Polit- 
buro and secretary of the MPRP Central Committee; T. 
Namsray, member of the Politburo and secretary of the 
MPRP Central Committee; T. Balhaajab, secretary of 
the MPRP Central Committee; L. Rinchin, C. Tumen- 
delger, and C. Dashdzebeg, chiefs of MPRP Central 
Committee departments; and other officials, as well as 
V.I. Filippov, charge d’affaires ad interim of the USSR 
in the MPR, and diplomatic personnel from the Soviet 
Embassy. 


Public Prosecution Activities Amended 
OW 160147 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1704 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, March 15 (MONTSAME)—By the 
decree of the MPR Great People’s Hural Presidium 
some changes and amendments promoting all-round 
improvement of public prosecution activities have been 
inserted in the Law of Directorate of Public Prosecu- 
tions. 


One of the amendments says that now officers of aimag 
(province), town and district pudlic prosecutor offices 
have the right to attend sittings of local hurals of people’s 
deputies (local authorities) and meetings at industries, 
businesses and establishments. This will enhance super- 
vision over the fulfilment and observance of laws and 
regulations. An aGdendum has been made that officials 
who do not fulfil the demands of a public prosecutor 
office can be made [words indistinct] for it. 


Automation of Data Under Way 
OW 160127 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1700 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, March 15 (MONTSAME)—A pro- 
cess of setting up a centralised automated registration of 
the population is underway in Mongolia in line with the 
government decision of 1984. Every person is recorded 
in the registration under a ten-digit number together 
with all the demographical data concerning him. 
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Last year, inhabitants of 5 out of 18 aimags (provinces) 
of the country received registration numbers. This year 
registration starts in Ulaanbaatar. 


The registration system will consist of sub-systems cov- 
ering a large range of questions such as the population 
structure, its composition, distribution, employment, 
educational and professional levels, payments. health 
protection and social security. 


The capital’s population is now 500,000, [figure indis- 
tinct] percent of Mongolia’s total population. It is 
expected to increase by 10,000 people annually. 


New F Amalgamation Established 
OW 141215 Ulaambaatar MONTSAME in English 
1702 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, i 2 March (OQANA-MONTSAME)— 
A new scientific and research landfarming amalgamation 
was set up in Mongolia for the first time ever on the basis 
of Scientific and Rescarch Institute of Botanics and 
Landfarming and Darhan State Firm. 


The creation of a qualitatively new branch amalgam- 
ation following the aim of linking the scientific and 
research works in landfarming directly with production, 
raising the efficiency and return of the scientific and 
production elaborations. The new amalgamation [words 
indistnct] on the principles of self-financing and self- 
repayment. 


“The amalgamation will concentrate its activities on 
three main directions, such as the elaboration and intro- 
duction of a comprehensive system of defending soil 
from erosion in all landfarming regions of Mongolia, 
without exception, the elaboration of highly-effective 
intensive technology and the development of prospec- 
tive home brands of crops fruits and vegetahles”, D.T- 
sedeb, director of the amalgamation, said to a MONT- 
SAME cor: espondent. 


The new amalgamation started elaborating a compre- 
hensive programme cf increasing the fertility of land, 
and its crop capacity. It is aimed at realizing the ‘teci- 
sions of the plenary meeting of the MPRP Central 
Cu.amittee /1987/. 


MONTSAME Observer Notes Farming 
OW 152357 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1455 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 11 Mar (MONTSAME)—A MONT- 
SAME economics cbserver writes: A recent national 
conference of Mongolian farmers made a critical analysis 
of the results of the work of people in this branch of the 
economy last year and has outlined fundamental direc- 
tions for the labor activities of farmers in the current 
year. To put it plainly, the results of the past year give no 
cause for satisfaction. Despite the fact that the planned 
expenditures for farming production last year were 
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exceeded bw nearly 34 million tugriks, the plan for grain 
production im the country as a whole was underfulfilled 
by 13.1 percent and vegetables by 10.6 percent. Overall, 
farmers failed to supply more than 73 million t»griks 
worth of products to the state. 


The quality of produce has also been a subject of serious 
and justified criticism. It has been noted, for instance, 
that about 64 percent of the grain sent to the country’s 
granaries failed to meet existing standards, while the 
unsatisfactory condition of vegetables gathered from the 
fields has caused a loss of 13.3 million tugriks to the 
state. Particularly “noticeable” in this regard were the 
Burgaltay, Chandagan, and Yoroo state farms. Nearly 
the entire grain harvest sent to state granaries by these 
farms has failed to meet required standards. 


Responsibility for these shortcomings has been attrib- 
uted to the farms’ management, agricultural specialists, 
and machine operators who have taken an irresponsible 
attitude in setting tasks; have been unimaginative in 
matching farming prodmction methods to the specific 
conditions of the locality; and at times have even fla- 
grantly violated existing practices. 


This year’s sowing campaign is approaching. As J. Gun- 
regjab, chief agronomist of the MPR Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Food Industry, writes in UNEN: Currently, 
there is sufficient moisture in the soil on the major part 
of the country’s crop lands. In stubble fields alonie it 
amounts to 140 mm. Taking into consideration tae fact 
that last year’s fallow areas had been increased and that 
their cultivation has been carried out at a relative level of 
quality, sowing can be started earlier than usual. How- 
ever, keeping local conditions i: mind it is recom- 
mended that the question of when to begin the sowing 
period should be approached in a creative way, without 
undue haste or fuss, and paying particular attention to 
the question of selecting the optimal depth for placing 
seeds. 


The chief agronomist draws attention to the condition of 
seeds and the timely repair and complete readiness of 
irrigation devices as important factors in preparize for 
the sowing campaign; he points to the need to establisi: 
normal labor and living conditions for machine opera- 
tors and correct distribution of equipment and produc- 
tive forces. 


[Words indistinct} harvest, whereas this year the task is 
being set to gather at least | million metric tons of grain. 
Comprehensive preparation for the sowing campaign is 
required as well as the well-organized, coordinated, and 
properly developed work of the enitire spring field work 
system. 


Government To Observe Civil Aviation Day 
OW 160545 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1443 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 15 Mar (MONTSAME)—The MPR 
People’s Great Hural Presidium has adopted a decree in 
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accordance with which MPR Civil Aviation Workers 
Day will be observed annually on the last Sunday in 
May. 


North Korea 


Third Meeting of 8th SPA Set for 5 April 
SK152253 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Decision of the SPA Standing Committee, DPRK: 
Concerning the holding of the meeting of SPA of the 
DPRK, the Standing Committee of the SPA of the 
DPRK has decided as follows: The committee will 
convene the third meeting of the Eighth SPA of the 
DPRK on 5 April 1988 in Pyongyan3. 


[Signed] The Standing Cormittee of the SPA, DPRK 
[Dated] 15 March 1988, Pyongyang 


Deputies Registration Dates 
SK152301 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Official notification on the holding of the meeting 
of the SPA of the DPRK: 


The Standing Committee of the SPA of the DPRK 
notifies the deputies to the SPA of the holding of the 
third meeting of the Eighth SPA of the DPRK in 
Pyongyang from 5 April 1988. 


The registration of deputies will be held at the Mansudae 
Assembly Hall on 3 to 4 April 1988. 


[Signed] The Standing Committee of the SPA of the 
DPRK 


[Dated] 15 March 1988, Pyongyang 


North-South Talks Receive Worldwide Support 


Ghanian Foreign 
SK151035 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1026 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 15 (KCNA)}—Obed Yao Asa- 
moah, secretary for foreign affairs of the Republic of 
Ghana, stressed that Ghana would always continuously 
extend international support at any place to all proposals 
for having direct dialogue between the Korean people in 
the North and the South through their cooperation for 
peaceful solution of the relations between the North and 
the South and for the reunification of the country on the 
basis of mutual respect and trust. In a solidarity letter to 
Foreign Minister Kim Yong-nam in support of the 
proposal to convene a North-South joint conference, he 
noted: 
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I studied the proposal to convene a North-South joint 
conference put forward by the great leader President 
Kim Il-song with deep attention and would like to note 
that our Republic of Ghana fully shares the view with his 
excellency president. 


We think the peaceful reunification of Kore ‘be 
realised through dialogue and negotiation: x. oth 
sides as proposed by President Kim Il-s °° Mureover, 
the proposal is one for peace action in “ecord with 
the principle of the Non-aligned Movem: .. 

Niger Government Memorandum 


SK160455 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0444 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 16 (KCNA)—The Government 
of Niger supports and inspires new initiative to convene 
a North-South joint conference for peace on the Korean 
Peninsula and wishes it would be realized, said a mem- 
orandum of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Coop- 
eration of the Republic of Niger sent to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. 


The memorandum noted that Niger followed with deep 
interest the question of the national reunification, espe- 
cially the new proposal to convene a North-South joint 
conference this year put forward by the great leader 
President Kim Il-song in the New Year address. The 
Niger Government, it said, considers that such joint 
conference may build a base for favourable North-South 
dialogue for national reconciliation and unity desired by 
the entire Korean people. 


South Christian Federation 
SK 150047 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1300 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Statement by Kim Song-yul, chairman of the Korean 
Christian Federation, supporting the “South Korean 
religious Organizations’ call for reunification of the 
fatheriand and their anti-war and antinuclear stand”] 


[Text] When the movement toward independence, 
democracy, and reunification was carried out more 
actively than ever in South Korea recently, South 
Korean religious organizations, as well, began to strongly 
voice their anti-war and antinuclear call for peace and 
reunification of the fatherland. 


Last 29 February, the Council of Churches, a Christian 

federation in South Korea, held its 37th general meeting 

= adopted a declaration on peac. and reunification of 
nation. 


In the declaration, it disclosed its basic stand with 
respect to reunification of the fatherland and demanded 
that all nuclear weapons be withdrawn from the Korean 
peninsula, the armistice agreement be replaced with a 
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peace agreement, the U.S. troops be withdrawn, the UN 
Command be dissolved, and ail diplomatic agreements 
and treaties that run counter to the interests of the nation 
be revised or liquidated. 


This is a just appeal that should be put forth by anyone 
truly concerned about the destiny of the nation amid the 
grim situation overshadowed by the danger of nuclear 
war and the danger of permanent division . 


It is the supreme national task of all the Korean people 
and the noble duty of Korean Christians, who abominate 
injuyiu* and love justice, to rescue the nation from a 
nuclear catasirophe, guarantee durable peace in the 
country, and accelerate the independent and peaceful 
reunification cf the country. 


Without turning the cease-fire, which has continued for 
as long as 35 years, inte peace, our nation cannot live in 
peace even for a moment. At the same time, without the 
withdrawal of the approximately 40,000 U.S. troops and 
the removal of the approximately | ,000 nuciear weapons 
from South Korea, the compatriots cannot escape the 
great holocaust of nuclear war. 


It is all too clear that the U.S. imperialists will use the 
Korean peninsula only as a foothoid, if they ignite a new 
nuclear war to bring the world under their control. Thus, 
it is self-evident that the Korean nation will become its 
first victim. 


A long time ago, the U.S. imperialists declared the 
Korean peninsula to be the firsi line of their world 
strategy and have turned South Korea into the largest 
forward nuclear base in the Far East. Also, of late, they 
have openly clamored that the second Korean war will be 
a nuclear war, and are running amok seeking to provoke 
a nuclear war. 


In particular, the U.S. imperialists, while putting their 
nuclear strategy into practice, are frantically carrying out 
such a preliminary war, a test nuclear war, as the “Team 
Spirit-88” joint military exercise with the puppets in 
South Korea. They are bringing the situation on the 
Korean peninsula even closer to the brink of war. 


No further explanation is necessary about the conse- 
quences if another war breaks out and if this escalates 
into a nuclear war, when a nuclear weapon a thousand 
times more powerful than the atomic bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima at the end of the World War II is deployed in 
South Korea. 


The Korean people born and living in this land must not 
sit idly by amid this situation in which the fatherland 
would be turned into the site of a nuclear war and ail 
compatriots would face nuclear holocaust. They must 
prevent national misfortune. 
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Toward this end, the Korean Armistice Agreement must 
be replaced with a peace agreement and the U.S. forces 
of aggression, nuclear weapons, and all other weapons of 
mass destruction must be withdrawn from South Korea. 


Proceeding from this stand, the Korean Christian Fed- 
eration, along with political parties and public organiza- 
tions in the northern half of the Republic, fully supports 
and favors the rational and realistic proposals and steps 
of the WPK and the government of the Republic to make 
the U.S. forces withdraw from South Korea, to turn the 
Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free peace zone, and to 
replace the Korean Armistice Agreement with a peace 
agreement. It has exerted every effort to put them into 
practice. 


If the sincere efforts of the government of the Republic 
and political parties and public organizations in the 
northern half of the republic ever bear fruit, durable 
peace wovld, no doubt, have been achieved in our 
country, and an excellent precondition would be pro- 
vided for independent and peaceful reunification. 


Nonetheless, the South Korean rulers have answered 
with the anti-Republic commotion of confrontation and 
war provocation maneuvers, while begging for the long- 
term presence of the U.S. forces of aggression in South 
Korea and continuing to introduce nuclear weapons and 
other war gear along with the U.S. imperialists. 


In particular, the former South Korean ruler, advocating 
the theory of dialogue in the nineties, blatantly refused 
dialogue to achieve peace between the North and South 
and for reunification. At the same time, the new ruler, 
while babbling about dialogue, peace, and reunification, 
is coming forth to adopt an anti-peace, anti-dialogue, 
and anti-reunification stand in practice. 


Precisely under these circumstances, the Christians in 
South Korea have declared that they will take the prin- 
ciple of the fatherland’s reunification adopted through 
the 4 July joint statement as the principle of their 
activities, and have called for the withdrawal of the 
nuclear weapons and U.S. forces from South Korea, the 
conclusion of a peace agreement, and the dissolution of 
the United Nations Command. This is a very affirmative 
call that agrees with the aspirations and demands of all 
the compatriots. I believe this will greatly encourage the 
reunification movement of our people in the North and 
South and compatriots abroad. 


Presently, to remove the state of confrontation from the 
Korean peninsula, guarantee durable peace, and open a 
way out for reunification of the fatherland, above all, a 
North-South joint conference must be convened at an 
early date. 


Our proposal for a North-South joint conference is a 
patriotic, fair, and just proposal that also fully reflects 
the demands of the political parties, the factions, the 
people of all walks of life, and Christians in South Korea 
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who oppose war and nuclear weapons and desire peace, 
and demands their direct participation in North-South 
dialogue and in settling the reunification question. 


Availing myself of this opportunity, we hope that the 
Council of Churches in South Korea will continue to 
vigorously carry out its anti-war and anti-nuclear move- 
ment for peace and its movement to reunify the father- 
land, and respond affirmatively to our proposal for 
convening a North-South joint conference. 


At the same time, I express my expectation that the 
peace-loving people and Christian organizations of the 
world will continue to support and encourage the Korean 
people’s struggle to have the U.S. troops and nuclear 
weapons withdrawn from South Korea and to replace the 
Armistice Agreement with a peace agreement, and our 
effort to realize the proposal for convening a North- 
South joint conference. 


[signed] 7 March 1988, Pyongyang. 


Officials Express Condolences at SRV Embassy 
SK 160441 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0428 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 16 (KCNA)}—Korean senior 
officials on March 15 called at the Vietnamese Embassy 
in Pyongyang and expressed condolence over the death 
of Pham Hung, member of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
and chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. Present there were Vice-Premier 
Kim Hwan, Kil Chae-Kyong, Yi In-kyu and other offi- 
cials concerned. 


They laid wreaths in the name of the Administration 
Council, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of 
Foreign Trade, the Committee for Cultural Relations 
with Foreign Countries and the Korea-Vietnam Friend- 
ship Association beneath a photograph of the deceased 
and observed a moment’s silence. 


Diplomatic envoys and embassy officials of foreign 
countries in Pyongyang also visited the Embassy of 
Vietnam and expressed condolence on March 15. 


South ‘Diplomacy of Independence’ Criticized 
SK 150338 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Commentary by station commentator Chong Pong-kil: 
‘“Presumptuous Tune in Diplomacy of Independence”’} 


[Text] According to a news report, on 10 March, the 
traitorous No Tae-u clique reportedly referred to a 
diplomacy of independence that sits well with the era of 
national self-esteem, while being briefed on this year’s 
major foreign policies for 1988 by the puppet foreign 
minister. During the briefing session, the traitorous No 
Tae-u clique reportedly stressed the need to further 
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cement security ties between South Korea and the 
United States and to deepen the relationship of partners 
with the United States and Japan. What is this but a 
presumptuous and brazen utterance by a colonial run- 
ning dog? 


As is widely recognized the world over, South Korea is a 
two-pronged colony of the United States and Japan. The 
puppet regime in South Korea is nothing but camouflage 
to mask the U.S. imperialists’ colonial rule, an instru- 
ment used to execute the U.S. imperialists’ colonial 
policy, and a bellwhether manipulated by the Japanese 
reactionaries for their reinvasion. 


For South Korea, which has endured the U.S. imperial- 
ists’ military occupation and colonial rule for over 40 
years, to achieve an era of genuine self-esteem it should 
establish a democratic government as desired by the 
people and achieve the cause of converting this into a 
society governed by independence and democracy after 
bringing an end to the U.S. imperialists’ military occu- 
pation and liquidating the fascist colonial military rule. 


However, the game that has recently been played in 
South Korea, the so-called change of government, was 
nothing but a change of personnel on duty in Chongwa- 
dae, replacing the traitorous Chon Tu-hwan with the 
puppet No Tae-u, something that has been fabricated 
thanks to the active behind-the-scenes control and prop- 
ping up of the U.S. imperialists and the Japanese reac- 
tionaries, as well as a farce designed to prolong and keep 
the fascist colonial military rule alive. 


How can South Korea, which is under the colonial rule of 
the U.S. imperialists, under which its national dignity 
and sovereignty is mercilessly trampled underfoot, think 
of an era of national self-esteem and diplomacy of 
independence? 


The traitorous No Tae-u clique’s babbling is nothing but 
an expression of his intentions to thrust South Korea 
deeper into the hands of the United States and Japan as 
a colony, to foster North-South confrontation under the 
masters’ protection and encouragement, and to perpetu- 
ate the division of our country. 


This is clearly proved by traitor No Tae-u’s remarks that 
the security system between the United States and South 
Korea should be further strengthened and the so-called 
partnership between the United States and Japan should 


be deepened. 


The security system between the United States and 
South Korea means security for military occupation and 
colonial domination of South Korea by the U.S. imperi- 
alists and security for the military fascist dictatorship by 
traitor No Tae-u. Deepening the so-called partnership 
means deepening master-servant relations. 
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Even before assuming the presidency, traitor No Tae-u 
called on the U.S. imperialist masters and begged for 
permanent occupation of South Korea by the U.S. impe- 
rialist aggressor forces and flatteringly asked Takeshita, 
the head of the Japanese reactionaries, to strengthen 
Takeshita’s support for him. 


In a~*ality, traitor No Tae-u, yielding to the U.S. imperi- 
alists’ brigandish pressure to open the import markets, 
widely opened the import markets and broadened the path 
for the Japanese reactionaries to invade again. 


The partnership and horizontal relations cannot exist 
between the masters and stooges, only perpendicular 
master-servant relations. 


Traitor No Tae-u is indeed a wicked nation-selling 
flunkeyist and splittist who pays no attention to the 
nation and the people, but who only attempts to main- 
tain his ugly life by depending on outside forces. Traitor 
No Tae-u is trying to conceal his ugly nature as a colonial 
stooge and maintain the military fascist dictatorship by 
impertinently raving about independent diplomacy. 
However, this is foolish and senseless. 


The South Korean people are keeply aware that traitor 
No Tae-u’s cunning ballad on independent diplomacy is 
a trick designed to instigate the North-South confronta- 
tion by continuously keeping the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sor forces in South Korea and strengthening political and 
military collusion with the Japanese reactionaries and to 
perpetuate division by supporting the two Koreas policy 
of the U.S. imperialists. They unanimously demand that 
the rascal step down from power. 


Traitor No Tae-u should give an ear to the voices of the 
people and act with discretion. He should immediately 
step down from power. 


CPRF Denounces South’s Suppression of People 
SK 160431 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0421 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 16 (KCNA)}—The Secretariat 
of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Fatherland published Information No. 446 on March 15 
denouncing the No Tae-u military fascist clique for 
issuing another suppressive order under the pretext of 
the Olympics. 


The puppet Seoul city police bureau ordered the firstline 
police to maintain strict “guard” allegedly to cope with 
the “possible planting of self-made explosives” by the 
“leftist seditious forces.” 


The information brands the reckless fascist suppression 
intensified by the No Tae-u group under the pretext of 
the Olympics as part of the fascist offensive to stifle with 
the bayonet the democratic forces opposed to military 
dictatorship. 
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The traitor No Tae-u must discontinue the fascist sup- 
pressive campaign and immediately step down as 
demanded by the people, the information stresses. 


KCNA Criticizes 'No’s Visit to Drought Area 
SK161011 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1005 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


(“Humbug To Win Favor of Peasants” —KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 16 (KCNA) —The traitor No 
Tae-u, a military fascist gangster, on March 12 showed 
up in Koyang County, Kyonggi Province, pretended to 
be interested in the livelihood of the peasants, claiming 
that he had been “worried by a serious drought” and had 
the cheek to say he was of “peasant origin,” according to 
a report from Semul. 


This is a claptrap trick to conceal his ugly color as a 
butcher and plunderer against the nation and win the 
favor of the discontented peasants so that the ““Demo- 
cratic Justice Party” might win the upcoming “parlia- 
mentary elections.” 


Although No Tae-u pretended to be of “peasant origin,” 
he is a born military gangster and human-butcher. His 
father was a stooge of Japanese imperialism who did not 
smell the soil and what No Tae-u learned is nothing but 
bayonet brandishing and murder. 


It is clear to anyone why No Tae-u who has never 
favored the peasants and has only done things harmful to 
them suddenly appeared in the countryside and behaved 
awkwardly before the peasants, saying that he is “grate- 
ful to peasants.” It is because he had a sinister intention. 


The South Korean peasants and other people will never 
be taken in by No Tae-u’s claptrap trick and will fight to 
the last to severely punish him. 


Former South Police Chief's Release Reported 
SK151518 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1506 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March | 5 (KCNA) —The fascist clique 
brought to trial at the puppet Seoul district criminal 
court on March 12 the former “head of the police 
headquarters” who was detained and indicted on charge 
of fabricating the case to cover the torture-death of Pak 
Chong-chol, and released him on probation, according to 
a report from Seoul. 


The hangman who covered the truth of the brutal tor- 
ture-death of Pak Chong-chol was set free, less than two 
months after his detention. In this way the fascist clique 
is trying to conclude the case. 
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The demand of the South Korean people and various 
public circles for probing into the truth of the case to 
cover the torture-death of Pak Chong-chol meant to 
punish such culprits of murder as the No Tae-u group, 
not calling to task such a few hangmen as the head of the 
puppet police headquarters. 


Patronizing even hangmen through formal “‘detention” 
and “trial” farce, the fascist clique revealed that it itself 
was the culprit and conspirator of the brutal murder of 
Pak Chong-chol. 


The South Korean people will never pardon the No 
Tae-u group engrossed in fascist tyranny and murder for 
the extension of the military dictatorship, but bring a 
sledge-hammer of revenge on the heads of the murderers. 


Japanese Educator Writes About Visit 
SK 141013 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1006 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 14 (KCNA) —Yoshihiko 
Kanaitsuka, a Japanese educationist, published the 
impressions of Korea entitled ““Human Life and Nature 
Remaking Based on the Chuche Idea.” 


Yoshihiko said during his visit to the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea, the land of chuche, he was 
struck with admiration by the environmental beauty of 
buildings and streets and, especially, by the fact that “the 
DPRK is free from pollution.” 


Turning to the traffic question, he wrote that in cities 
there is no noise of trains and trucks and electric energy 
is used to prevent exhaust gas. 


Noting that industries are distributed properly to pre- 
vent pollution, he said: 


Light industrial establishments, not heavy industrial 
ones, are built in large numbers in downtown. The 
construction of a factory starts after a sufficient study 
and examination is made and safety measures are taken 
at the designing stage as regards the pollution problem 
such as atmospheric and water pollution, noise, sinking, 
vibration and nasty smell which are harmful to people 
and nature. 


To prevent the pollution of water, the DPRK has built 
settling basins and makes factories drain waste water 
into rivers after completely filtering it. 


As a result, the rivers in the DPRK are swarming with 
char, natural sweet fish, rainbow trout and other kinds of 
fish and old folks and other working people spend 
pleasant time angling. 


He continued: 
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The rivers of the DPRK including the Taedong and 
Chongchon rivers are all full of life, different as they are 
in size. 


Everywhere we went in the DPRK, we could see the 
harmony of the people’s life and nature. Water and air 
are clear and the streets and dwelling houses have been 
built in parks. 


The chuche idea is a philosophy for people. Anything 
harmful to people is never built. Only things beneficial to 
people are produced and consumed. The DPRK has 
been able to be free from pollution because it is a 
man-centred society. 


WPK Contribution to World Revolution Noted 
SK151055 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1044 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 15 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today comes out with a signed article entitled 
“Cause of Making World Independent and Anti-imperi- 
alist, National-Liberation Movement.” 


The article says: To make the whole world independent 
is, in essence, a struggle for all the countries and nations 
over the world to achieve complete sovereignty freed 
from subjugation of imperialism and colonialism. 


It is an important strategic task for the final victory of 
the world revolution aiming at completely realising 
chajusong of the popular masses. 


Our party has made a positive contribution to the 
development of the world revolution by firmly adhering 
to the great idea of the respected leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song on making the whole world independent and 
successfully applying it to the revolutionary practice. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau, and secretary, of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


“The anti-imperialist, national-liberation democratic revo- 
lution should be carried out thoroughly and the building of 
a new society accelerated in those countries which were 
colonies and semi-colonies in former days. This is of tre- 
mendous importance in destroying imperialism ultimately 
and making the whole world independent.” 


This proposition is based on the profound analysis of the 
mutual relations between the cause of making the world 
independent and the national-liberation movement and 
its position and role. 


In order to build an independent new world in which 
imperialism and colonialism have been eliminated and 
the complete sovereignty of all countries and nations 
achieved, Asian, African and Latin American countries 
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should thoroughly carry out anti-imperialist, national- 
liberation democratic revolution, liquidate all the after- 
math of the colonial system and realise independent 
progress and prosperity. 


It is inevitable for a number of Asian, African and Latin 
American countries to continue the dynamic anti-impe- 
rialist, national-liberation struggle even after they have 
achieved political independence. 


The imperialists are still intensifying exploitation and 
plunder of these countries in the form of neo-colonialism 
even after their political independence. 


In an attempt to subjugate newly-independent countries 
again, the imperialists are hurling large armed forces of 
aggression into the areas of major resources and military 
strategic importance under the pretext of “protecting 
concessions” and “security”, frequently commiting 
armed intervention and all sorts of sabotages and mach- 
inations. 


The key to destroying imperialism and successfully 
accelerating the work of making the world independent 
lies in that the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America 
thoroughly carry on the anti-imperialist, national-liber- 
ation democratic revolution. 


People Resolved To Implement Plenum Decisions 
SK141522 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1511 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 14 (KCNA)—Scientific, educa- 
tional and health workers are firmly determined to carry 
through the decisions of the 13th plenary meeting of the 
sixth Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, 
upon hearing the communique on it. 


Stressing the need to thoroughly implement the three- 
year plan of scientific and technical development, vice- 
president of the Academy of Sciences Pak Yong- hyop 
manifested the determination of scientists and techni- 
cians to develop electronic engineering, biology and heat 
engineering and thus make a positive contribution to 
realizing the modernization of the national economy, 
improving the people’s living and bringing earlier the 
complete victory of socialism. 


He also touched upon the necessity of concentrating 
efforts on the solution of scientific and technologicai 
problems arising in the construction of major chemical 
industrial bases, in the normalization of their production 
and in the further development of the chuche-oriented 
iron and steel industries. 


Vice-Chairman of the Education Commission Yi Sang- 
sol said that the methods of education should be 
improved and its material and technical foundations be 
consolidated while the level of technological education 
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at the universities and colleges should be upgraded and 
education be strengthened in the latest science and 
technology in keeping with the requirements of the 
developing realities. 


First Vice-President of the Pyongyang University of 
Medicine Paek Sok-kyu said he would devote his all to 
bringing up students as competent health workers well 
prepared both in theory and practice by strengthening 
practical education, experiments and practices on spe- 
cialized subjects, while giving precedence to theoretical 
education. 


Chief secretary of the Anbyon County, Kangwon Prov- 
ince, party committee Sin Hung-kyu pointed to the 
importance of substantiating party’s guidance in the 
domains of sciences, education and health service. 


Daily on Science, Technology Development 
SK141028 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1018 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 14 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today editorially calls for developing nation’s 
science and technology onto a new higher stage. 


This issue was discussed by the 13th plenary meeting of 
the sixth Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea held over March 7 and 11, the paper says, and 
goes on: 


Our party which has steadily directed great efforts to 
science and technology has opened a bright vista of the 
three-year plan for the development of science and 
technology with a deep insight into the actual demand of 
the socialist construction. 


The central task of the plan is to put the nation’s science 
and technology on an advanced level at an early date 
through the development of major scientific domains 
including electronic engineering, biology and heat engi- 
neering. 


When the three-year plan of scientific and technical 
development is carried out, chuche-oriented micro-elec- 
tronic technology, computer and rays communication 
technology will be further developed, the automation, 


robot and computerization of production be 
effe: real earnest at a new stage, agriculture, 
stoc ig and sea culture based on modern biology 
be pu \ high scientific basis, varieties of chemical 


goods be produced at large chemical industrial centers in 
Sunchon and Sariwon and thus a radical change will iake 
place in the settlement of the problems of food, clothing 
and housing for the people in a few years. And the 
problem of thermal power will be solved smoothly in 
different sectors of the national economy and all units 
where heat is used, our economy including the metallur- 
gical and chemical industries be placed on a more 
modern scientific and technical basis and its chuche 
character be further strengthened. 
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Referring to a series of tasks to thoroughly implement 
the three-year plan for scientific and technological devel- 
opment, the paper points out: 


Chuche should firmly be established in scientific 
research field and urgent scientific and technological 
problems arising in the practice of the socialist construc- 
tion be solved quickly while primary attention being 
given to the research to rapidly develop important sci- 
entific domains including electronic engineering, biology 
and heat engineering. [sentence as received] 


Bearing deep in mind the high honor and responsibility 
of upholding the revolutionary cause of chuche with 
science and technology, the entire scientists and techni- 
cians should continue scientific creation and technical 
invention with their boundless allegiance to the party 
and the leader and extraordinary enthusiasm of quest, so 
as to truly contribute to the development and prosperity 
of the country and the nation. 


Progress in Science, Education, Health Noted 
SK161019 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1009 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 16 (KCNA)—The working people 
in the sectors of science, education and public health service 
who have heard the communique on the 13th plenary 
meeting of the sixth Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea are fully determined to thoroughly imple- 
ment the decisions of the plenary meeting. 


O Kil-pang, first deputy president of Kim Il-song Uni- 
versity, said: We will concentrate on the education in the 
principles of the chuche idea and direct primary efforts 
to firmly equipping the teaching staff and students with 
the chuche idea and the chuche-based theories of social 
science. 


We will rationally organize the courses of the depart- 
ments specialized in natural science in keeping with the 
trend of the development of modern science and tech- 
nology and strengthen education in major fields of 
science and technology such as electronic engineering, 
biology and heat engineering. 


No Chong-yon, director of the Institute of Electronic 
Engineering at the Academy of Sciences, said: The 
scientists of the institute will intensify creative coopera- 
tion with the producers and bring about a new change in 
the successful study and development of materials, elec- 
tronic elements and large integrated circuits of different 
types needed for the automation and introduction of 
robots and computers in the national economy. 


Han Tong-sik, director of the Institute of Heat Engineer- 
ing at the Academy of Sciences, said: We will invigorate 
scientific research to extensively use low-calory coal in 
all sectors of the national economy and realize the heat 
service and gasification at local towns and rural villages. 
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Choe Hwa-chun, secretary of the primary party committee 
at the Institute of Experimental Biology at the Academy of 
Sciences, said: The scientists of the institute have begun to 
study the methods of breeding superior species of crops 
suited to the climate and topographical conditions of the 
country and easily and rapidly reproducing the useful eco- 
nomic plants which they considered it hard to reproduce 
and which do not breed smoothly. They are striving to study 
and introduce in production the method of rapidly growing 
domestic animals and study new crops freed from the 
damages of blight and insects. 


Kim Yong-ik, vice-minister of public health, said: We will 
thoroughly implement the party’s policy of preventive med- 
icine, radically improve the quality of preventive medicine, 
modernize the equipment and facilities of public health 
service and put the management activities of public health 
service on a high scientific and technical plane. 


Papers Urge ‘Revolutionary Turn’ in Education 
SK 161038 Pyongyang KCNA in Eno!'sh 1023 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 16 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN and MINJU CHOSON today editorially call for 
effecting a new revolutionary turn in education. 


The editorial ofp NODONG SINMUN recalls that the 
educational affair was discussed at the 13th plenary 
meeting of the 6th Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea held over March 7-11. 


It says: 


The plenary meeting set forth a task to bring about a new 
turn in education by carrying through the theses on 
socialist education. This marks a signal occasion in 
bringing education on to a new height in compliance 
with the requirements of our developing revolution and 
thus pushing ahead with our revolution and construction 
for the prosperity of the nation, for the development and 
prosperity of the country. 


To develop education is an important demand for rear- 
ing people as more powerful beings and accelerating 
social development. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said: 


“Education is one of the decisive issues for the revolu- 
tion and the fate of the nation. Without education there 
can be neither social progress nor national prosperity, at 
any time or for any nationality.” 


We must more quickly bring up more capable scientists and 
technicians equipped with a firm revolutionary world outlook 
and versed in modern science and technology. 


Underlining the issue of improving the quality of educa- 
tion, the editorial says: 
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At schools of all levels education on political and ideo- 
logical subjects must be run through with the chuche 
idea, the education to establish a revolutionary attitude 
toward the leader be further intensified among the 
students, education on the revolutionary history subject 
and education in the revolutionary traditions be con- 
ducted in a wide-range and deep-going way and students 
be taught to consider loylty to the party and the leader 
their revolutionary faith and obligation. 


At the same time, it is necessary to intensify revolution- 
ary education and Communist education and deepen 
education in socialist patriotism and class education 
among the students so that all our younger generation 
may uncompromisingly fight against the class enemies 
and ardently love their socialist motherland and native 
land with a revolutionary pride and national self-confi- 
dence in living under our socialist system, the most 
superior one. 


We should also intensify education in the party policies 
among the students so they can live our own way, with 
our party’s line and policies as the only guideline. And 
they should be reared well as chuche-type Communist 
revolutionaries with a strong organizational spirit and 
discipline through their intensified organizational life in 
the League of Socialist Working Youth and the Chil- 
dren’s Union. 


In the education domain, it is essential to rationally work 
out the content of education for the primary and senior 
middle schools and direct much effort to laying a solid 
basis for students to acquire modern science and tech- 


nology. 


For the rapid development of the nation’s science and 
technology, it is necessary to decisively strengthen edu- 
cation in the latest science and technology at the univer- 
sities. 


Functionaries and teachers in the domain of higher 
education should properly work out the content of 
scientific and technical education in their field in keep- 
ing with the trend of developing modern science and 
technology and with the requirements of the developing 
national economy and take revolutionary measures to 
further raise the level of education. In particular, they 
should pay a primary attention to intensifying education 
in the major fields of science and technology including 
electronic engineering, biology and heat engineering to 
make a leaping progress in the education in these fields 
in the near future. 


Projects in ‘Full Progress’ in 200-Day Campaign 
SK 160429 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0415 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 16 (KCNA)—Capacity expan- 
sion projects are in full progress at different industrial 
establishments in the 200-day campaign in hearty 
response to the militant calls of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. 
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At the second-stage expansion project of the Kim Chaek 
iron and steel complex, the assembly of equipment is 
being accelerated at the final stage at some 20 construc- 
tion objects. 


After the 200-day campaign was launched, the complex 
finished the assembly of equipment at a converter and 
hot rolling shops, a heating oven shop and an oxygen 
plant. 


The complex has doubled the speed of the assembly of 
equipment at a lime calcining oven and a chain ingot 
steel machine. 


At the Musan mining complex tremendous efforts are 
being made to build a production centre of 10 million 
tons of concentrated iron ore. 


The complex is accelerating at the final stage the building 
of ore dropping chute No. 3 at the section of overburden 
conveyers Nos. 4 and 5. 


It is doubling the speed of the project with an aim to 
finish the construction of the underground cutting face 
of mine-lot No. 3 and the first-stage project of the 
crushing plant of mine-lot No. 3 within this month. 


At the Sungni general automobile works, the architec- 
tural projects of nearly ten construction objects includ- 
ing the general engine shop, the general pipe assembly 
shop and the casting shop have been finished and 
hundreds of tons of equipment assembled. 


At the Huichon machine tool plant, the first-stage 
proyect of the general milling machine processing shop is 
under way at the final stage. 


The builders have manufactured over | ,000 tons of steel 
structures and assembled some 300 tons of structures. 


They are increasing the speed of the assembly of steel 
structures more than 3.5 times that of December last 
year on a daily average. 


Capacity expansion projects are also in progress at other 
industrial establishments including the Chollima steel 
complex, the Kumsong general tracior plant and the 
June 4 rolling-stock complex. 


Workers Respond to Campaign 
SK151020 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1002 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 15 (KCNA)}—The working 
people throughout Korea are now in a vigorous drive to 
make this year marking the 40th anniversary of the 
Republic’s founding a most significant year in the his- 
tory of the country. 
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The Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
recently published a letter to the entire party members 
and calls and appealed to the workers’ party members 
and other working people to celebrate the 40th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea as a grand festival of victors. 


In response to the calls of the party, the 200-day cam- 
paign was launched and new miracles and innovations 
are wrought every day in all sectors of the national 
economy. 


The Korean people are building the socialist economy in 
a Situation =ggravated by the enemy’s intensified, des- 
perate otfensive. 


It is the tradition of the Korean people to fight through 
thick and thin in order to victoriously carry out the 
instructions of the party and the leader. This is proved 
by historical facts. 


The great leader President Kim Il-song said: 


“Whenever our party was confronted with arduous trials 
and difficulties in the past, it sent a letter to the entire 
party members and powerfully encouraged the party 
members and other working people to valiantly sur- 
mount the trials and difficulties.” 


In each important period of the development of the party 
and the revolution, our party laid down a correct strate- 
gic and tactical policy and issued a letter and calls of the 
party Central Committee so as to powerfully mobilize 
the party members and other working people in the 
revolution and construction. 


In the past the Korean people performed world-startling 
exploits in the revolution and construction in response to 
the letter of the party Central Committee; 


The situation towards the end of 1952 during the father- 
land liberation war was very rigorous. 


Our party sent a letter to the entire party members in 
January 1953 and roused them to a death-defying battle. 


In hearty response to the letter of the party Central 
Committee, the workers’ party members, other working 
people and soldiers of the Korean People’s Army foiled 
the U.S. imperialists’ “new offensive” attempts, display- 
ing mass heroism and won a great victory in the father- 
land liberation war. 


In the difficult post-war period, the party Central Commit- 
tee sent a letter to the entire party members and powerfully 
encouraged them to a great upsurge of chollima. 


At that time, the Workers’ Party members rose as one, 
regarding it as their noble work for safeguarding the party 
and the leader to carry into effect the appeal of the letter of 
the party Central Committee “let us think and practice in a 
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bold way. then all sorts of ‘mysticism’ will be shattered.” 
And “let us all ride chollima and courageously advance, 
frustrating conservatism and passivity!” 


It took 40 days to manufacture a “Sungri-58” truck and 
30 odd days to produce a tractor. Unprecedented inno- 
vations took place in all sectors of the national economy. 


These achievements made in the period of the great 
upsurge of chollima demonstrated the heroism and loy- 
alty of the Workers’ Party members and other workers 
who create something out of nothing if it is wanted by 
the party and the leader. 


1978 was the first year in the fulfilment of the Second 
Seven-year Plan. The success of the grand long-term plan 
hinged upon that year. 


In January our party sent a letter to the entire party 
members and issued a militant appeal “‘let us all march 
forward to attain the grand objectives of the second 
seven-year plan ahead of schedule, closely rallied behind 
the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song!” 


The letter of the party Central Committee boosting the 
loyalty and enthusiasm of the party members created a 
great reality. 


The vast tasks of the second seven-year plan were 
fulfilled with success and the average annual growth 
tempo of industrial production reached 12.2 percent 
during this period. 


In each important period of the revolutionary develop- 
ment including February 1974, our party sent a letter of 
the party Central Committee to the entire party mem- 
bers. the party members and other working people 
achieved great successes in the revolution and construc- 
tion in hearty response to it. 


This time, too, our people will thoroughly implement the 
letter and calls of the party Central Committee and 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the DPRK founding 
with brilliant victories in socialist construction. 


Daily Urges ‘Optimism’ in Construction March 
SK151155 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2118 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 10 March editorial: “Let Us Vig- 
orously Accelerate the Great Construction March With 
Revolutionary Optimism and Confidence”’] 


[Text] Today the letter and slogans of the party Central 
Committee are vigorously stimulating and inspiring all 
people across the nation to the great march to glorify the 
40th anniversary of the founding of the Republic as a 
great festival of victors. 
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We should effect a great upsurge in socialist construction 
by deeply cherishing the great pride in our carrying out 
the revolution under the great party—the great party that 
inspires the whole party and all the people to constantly 
innovate by producing revolutionary and militant slo- 
gans in every important period in the development of 
our revolution. 


Our party’s slogan, “Let us make a great march to 
accomplish the Third 7-Year Plan ahead of schedule 
while cherishing a firm confidence in the brilliant pros- 
pect!” is a revolutionary slogan. It is one that all of our 
guidance functionaries, all party members and all the 
workers, who rose in the great construction march to 
fulfill the magnificent economic construction plans of 
the party and the leader, should embody and deeply 
cherish in their hearts. 


The great leader Comrade Kim II-song has taught us: All 
party members and workers should again create mira- 
cles—which will fill the people of the world with admi- 
ration in all domains of socialist construction—by vig- 
orously struggling in firm unity with the party, with 
confidence in victory and revolutionary optimism, and 
demonstrating the revolutionary spirit for self-reliance 
and arduous struggle, thus displaying the revolutionary 
spirit of chuche Korea. 


Firm confidence and belief in the future and the militant 
spirit are important ideological and mental traits that the 
people who are carrying out the revolution should pos- 
sess. The Communists’ decision and resolution to carry 
the revolution to the end are based on a firm faith in the 
victory of the revolution. There is no difficulty that 
cannot be overcome by those who are filled with confi- 
dence and a militant spirit. 


Today, our party, which is unfolding a brilliant blueprint 
for the prosperity of the fatherland and the everlasting 
happiness of our offspring, is wisely organizing and 
leading the entire party and all the people to the struggle 
to accomplish this. 


The Third 7-Year Plan is a magnificent program for 
socialist construction that is designed to attain our 
party’s plans and intentions. Only when we carry out the 
Third 7-Year Plan can we advance our revolution to a 
higher, new stage and effect a great turn in the work for 
the prosperity of our offspring. 


The great construction march we are undertaking this 
year is a sacred march this is directly linked to the 
socialist society with complete victory—the bright future 
of our prosperous fatherland. Because our people firmly 
believe this, they are vigorously struggling and overflow- 
ing with optimism, confidence, and a militant spirit, 
even though this year’s tasks are gigantic. 
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The victory of our great construction march depends on 
our own struggle. All party members and workers should 
vigorously wage the 200-day struggle and actively accel- 
erate the great construction march with firm confidence 
in the bright future and a militant spirit by following the 


party’s appeal. 


The confidence in victory and the zeal for the struggle 
are to be generated from firm faith in the greatness of 
one’s party and leader, and in the policy of one’s party. 
Thus, the most important factor in accelerating the great 
construction march with confidence and optimism is for 
all functionaries, party members, and workers to firmly 
believe that all the lines and policies issued by their party 
and leader are the most just, and that there is nothing 
they cannot achieve if they do as directed by the party. 


Today, standing at the forefront of the great construction 
march is the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song who 
pioneered the future path of our revolution and who 
leads it to a shining victory. Our party center is resolutely 
taking the helm of the revolution. 


Our people have advanced along the single road of 
victory without any twists or turns, even under difficult 
and complicated circumstances. This is entirely due to 
the wise leadership of the party and leader that have 
illuminated the path of the revolution, and that have 
persistently led the revolution with a correct line and 


policy. 


During this course, our people have come to realize the 
noble truth contained deep in their hearts that they can 
be ever-victorious when they advance along the road 
indicated by the party and leader. 


The wise leadership of the party and leader are precisely 
the fundamental source of our people's optimism and 
fighting spirit. With this faith deep in their hearts, and 
with the might of great unity and cohesion, our people 
can create any miracle in the battle of great construction. 


All party members and working people should unite 
around the party and leader even more strongly in their 
ideology. The party members and working class will 
firmly believe in the correctness of our party’s policy, 
and think and act only according to the line and policy of 
their party, regardless of any wind that may blow from 
any direction. 


They should especially believe firmly that victory is 
certain in the issue that has been decided and issued as a 
task by our party. They should struggle by devoting all 
their wisdom and energy. 


Blazing the way through struggle and winning victory 
through struggle are an important trait of those who are 
engaged in the revolution. In accelerating the march of 
great construction, it is very important that all party 
members and working people overcome the mounting 
difficulties with the revolutionary spirit of Mt Paektu— 
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and with the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance and 
arduous struggle—and display the spirit of indomitable 
revolutionaries who accomplish the given revolutionary 
tasks through their own efforts. 


Our party has specifically elucidated the goal that our 
people should attain through struggle, along with the 
correct strategy and tactics and the tasks in the struggle 
of all sectors of the people’s economy. This gives our 
working people new confidence and fighting spirit. 


Accepting the tasks of battle given by the party with 
boundless honor and joy and accomplishing them 
unconditionally through one’s own efforts are the correct 
attitude and stand that should be adopted by those who 
have joined in the great construction march. 


All units and sectors should plan even more meticulously 
and to the maximum extent industrial management, as 
well as the mobilization of hidden resources. By so 
doing, they should stabilize production at a high level 
and achieve their given daily, 10-day, monthly, and 
index targets without fail. 


At the same time, the economizing campaign should be 
further intensified, and the movement for mass techno- 
logical innovation should be carried out even more 
vigorously in all sectors. This will thus produce more and 
build more while using less manpower, facilities, and 
materials. By achieving practical success in the units 
such as the industrial, agricultural, construction, trans- 
portation, and scientific research sectors, they should 
keep step with one another in the grand advance to 
glorify the 40th anniversary of the founding of the 
Republic. 


In the 200-day campaign, the major fronts are the major 
construction projects. Only by introducing innovation in 
the major construction sectors such as the power, min- 
ing, metallurgical, and chemical industries can the over- 
all construction projects persistently be carried out, to 
strengthen the might of the socialist self-reliant national 
economy and to attain the 10 long-range goals. To this 
end, these areas should display the spirit of self-reliance 
and arduous struggle even more fully. 


Those party members and working people engaged in 
constructing the Sunchon Vinalon complex, the Sariwon 
potash fertilizer complex, the Kwangbok Street project, 
and other major construction projects should carry out 
the lightning battle with pride and joy in establishing the 
permanent monumental structures for the wealth and 
development of the country and the happy life of the 
people. By so doing, they should guarantee the highest 
level of construction and accelerate their completion to 
the maximum extent. 


In these areas, the party organizations should even more 
aggressively carry out political propaganda and efforts 
for economic agitation to move the hearts of the masses. 
They should also do this to make construction workers 
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create new miracles in the great construction march, 
with the spirit we displayed in establishing the strong 
economic foundation on the ravages of the war, rushing 
forward on the chollima during the postwar period, and 
with the spirit we displayed in constructing the world- 
famous great lockgate on the 20-ri rough seas. 


In accelerating the great construction march with the 
optimism and fighting spirit of party members and 
working people, success largely depends on the working 
method and style of guidance functionaries. Our party 
accordingly demands that the responsibilities and roies 
of functionaries be further enhanced in the march of 
great construction. 


The letter from the party Central Committee directed to 
all party members notes the following: Only when guid- 
ance functionaries make strenuous efforts can all the 
ranks be made to put forth strenuous efforts. Also, only 
when guidance functionaries take the lead in the advance 
can the entire ranks proceed vigorously with heightened 
courage. 


While holding the flag of the three revolutions high and 
beating the drum of the revolution aloud, all guidance 
functionaries should put their shoulders to the wheel and 
lead the ranks in battle with overflowing ambition and 
passion. 


As was noted in the slogans marking the 40th anniversary of 
the founding of the Republic, the battle sites that seethe 
while carrying out the great construction projects are pre- 
cisely the places where our functionaries should be. 


By always remembering the deep trust and expectations 
of the party, the guidance functionaries should go among 
the masses, share joys and sorrows with them, and 
inspire the working people to feats of labor. 


When difficult and huge tasks are issued, combatants 
tend to look to the faces of guidance functionaries. If 
functionaries boldly carry out operations with a firm 
faith, combatants will also be encouraged and will create 
new miracles and feats. 


Just as the commanders of the anti-Japanese guerrillas 
did, guidance functionaries should always take the lead 
in carrying out difficult and hard work, and should 
ambitiously push ahead with every effort. 


Today, we possess every condition and possibility for 
winning victory in the march of great construction. Our 
people’s pride and confidence are endlessly high as they 
carry out the revolution under the leadership of the great 
party and leader. 


Seeing their happy future in the magnificent blueprint 
unfolded by our party, and struggling with overflowing 
faith and optimism, are a proud spirit that our people 
have traditionally displayed. 
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With loyalty to the party and to the leader, all party 
members and working people should perform feats in the 
great construction march. They should also fully display 
the invincible might of our people who advance with 
conviction, and should unite around the party and leader 
as firmly as a rock. 


Paper on ‘Three Revolutions’ Theory 
SK141048 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1035 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 14 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today dedicates a signed article to the | 5th anni- 
versary of the publication of ““Let Us Further Advance 
the Ideological, Technical and Cultural Revolutions,” a 
historical work of the great leader Comrade Kim II-song 
(March 14, 1973.) 


The article says: 


In the work the respected leader Comrade Kim il-song 
clarified that thoroughly carrying out the three revolu- 
tions, ideological, technical and cultural, is the require- 
ment of the law governing the building of socialism and 
communism, and gave an overall exposition of the 
principled problems and ways to this end. 


The work, which develops in depth the theory on the 
three revolutions and gives a profound exposition of all 
the problems arising in carrying them out, serves as a 
priceless programmatic guideline for the building of 
socialism and communism. 


Our party’s line of the three revolutions throws fresh 
light on the lawful course of building communism, 
stemming from the socio-historical principle that the 
masses of the people are masters of communist society. 
The theory on the three revolutions gives a deep expla- 
nation about the essence of communist society and its 
features with man placed in the centre and a scientific 
elucidation of the ways to completely realize the chaju- 
song of the working masses in all realms of social life. 


In his work “on some problems of education in the 
chuche idea” dear Comrade Kim Chong-il clearly 
pointed to the immortal contribution of our party’s 
theory on the three revolutions to the development of 
revolutionary theories of the working class, the article 
says, and goes on: 


It is a brilliant example of creatively developing revolu- 
tionary theories of the working class in keeping with the 
new historical environment of our time that the three 
revolutions were set as the general line of the building of 
socialism and communism. 


As our party clarified, the line of the three revoluoions is 
a most correct revolutionary one scientifically indicating 
the lawful course of building communism with man 
placed in the centre from the unshakable viewpoint of 
chuche. 


FBIS-EAS-88-051 
16 March 1988 


The article notes: 
The great leader Comrade Kim II-song said: 


“We must...promote the ideological, technical and cul- 
tural revolutions with equal force, while giving prece- 
dence, as is our principle, to the ideological revolution.” 


Our party’s line of the three revolutions is a most 
revolutionary and scientific one which makes it possible 
to bring up all the people to be fully-developed commu- 
nistic human beings equipped with a high degree of 
ideological consciousness and collectivist spirit by giving 
primary importance to the ideological revolution, the 
work of human remoulding, and thereby satisfactorily 
meet the essential demand of communist society based 
on collectivism. 


It also clearly indicates the way of successfully occupying 
the material fortress of communism by pressing on with 
natural transformation while giving definite precedence 
to human remoulding. 


On the basis of a profound scientific explanation about 
the essence of the attainment of the material fortress of 
communism our party’s line of the three revolutions set 
the tasks of the technical revolution alongside with the 
cultural revolution as major tasks of the three revolu- 
tions, and elucidates the way of completely freeing the 
people from the fetters of nature. 


Thus, as a most correct guideline for the building of 
socialism and communism, it gives a scientific exposi- 
tion of the ways to completely liberate people from the 
fetters of nature and society and successfully occupy the 
two fortresses of communism. 


Overseas Meetings Mark Kim Chong-il’s Birthday 
SK160505 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0447 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 16 (KCNA) —Celebration 
meetings were held at the women’s vocational training 
centre of Suhum District, Eastern Province, Ghana, 
Freetown city of Sierra Leone, universities of India 
including University of Madras, Islamabad of Pakistan, 
the armed unit of the Syrian Revolutionary Youth of 
Doma County, Damascus Province, Ouagadougou of 
Burkina Faso, Barquisimeto city of Venezuela, organiza- 
tions of friendship and solidarity with the Korean people 
in Burundi, Korea Buri village in Barari District, Khar- 
toum, the Sudan, and the Medellin city branch of the 
Colombia-Korea Association of Friendship and Culture 
on the birthday of dear Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


Noting that holding meetings to celebrate the birthday of 
the dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il was of particular 
significance, the speakers stressed his outstanding ideo- 
logical and theoretical exploits and priceless feats per- 
formed for the time and revolution. 
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They emphasized thai these immortal feats performed 
by Comrade Kini Chong-il with his extraordinary wis- 
dom and outstanding leadership would shine forever 
down through generations. 


Congratulatory messages or letters to Comrade Kim 
Chong-il were adopted at the meetings. 


WPK Replies to Greetings 
SK 160425 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0412 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 15 (KCNA)}—The Central Com- 
mittee of the Workers’ Party of Korea sent messages to 
foreign parties in reply to their messages of greetings sent on 
the birthday of the dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


Reply messages of the WPK Central Committee were sent to 
the Central Executive Committee of the People’s National 
Congress of Guyana and the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the United States of America. 


In the reply messages the WPK Central Committee 
expressed deep thanks to them for their warm and kind 
messages of greetings to the dear leader Comrade Kim 
Chong-il on his birthday. Expressing the belief that the good 
friendly and cooperative relations between the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and these parties will grow stronger and 
develop in the future, the WPK Central Committee sin- 
cerely wished in its messages the leaders of these parties 
greater success in the work to realize a just cause. 


South Korea 


Chon To Leave for 3-Week U.S. Tour on 22 Mar 
SK 160613 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0555 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 16 (YONHAP)}—Former South 
Korean President Chon Tu-hwan and his wife will leave 
for the United States next Tuesday for a three-week visit 
at the invitation of U.S. President Ronald Reagan. 


Chon, now serving as the chairman of the Advisory 
Council of Elder Statesmen, will meet with Reagan at the 
White House next Wednesday to further consolidate the 
friendly ties between the two countries, the advisory 
council’s secretary-general An Hyon-tae announced on 
Wednesday. 


It will be Chon’s fourth meeting with Reagan. 


An said Chon will also meet with former U.S. Presidents 
Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford, former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger, and current Secretary of State 
George Shultz during his U.S. tour. 


Chon is also scheduled to visit the U.S. Defense Depart- 
ment and the Central Intelligence Agency. 
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In New York, Chon will deliver a speech on security and 
peace on the Korean peninsula before a meeting of the 
council on foreign relations. 


Chon will be accompanied on the U.S. tour by An, Chief 
Secretary Kim Pyong-hun, and Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials, An said. Chon stepped down on Feb. 24 ct the end 
of a single, seven-year presidential term. 


Membership Sought in Inter-American Bank 
SK 160249 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0145 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 16 (YONHAP)—South Korea will 
actively seek to become a member of the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) by the end of this year in an 
effort to establish a foothold for its advancement into 
Central and South American countries, the Finance 
Ministry said Wednesday. 


In order to join the IDB, the Korean Government plans 
to partially take over part of shares from executive 
members of the bank or buy unpaid shares, according to 
the ministry. 


The ministry said Korea’s membership in the IDB would 
help support Korean businesses’ participation in eco- 
nomic development projects in the Central and South 
American region. 


Meanwhile, the government plans to increase its capital 
invested in the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment (IBRD) and the Asia Development Bank (ADB) as 
part of the efforts to enhance Korea’s international 
prestige by using its financial resources stemming from 
growing surpluses in the international balance of pay- 
ments. 


South Korea will also put 90 million dollars in the IMF’s 
fund to assist poor nations, the ministry said. 


Korea’s capital share in the IMF stands at 0.52 percent, 
accounting for 428 million SDR’s (special drawing 
rights). Korea’s capital investments in the IBRD and the 
ADB total 359.6 million SDR’s (0.47 percent) and 891 
million SDR’s (5.5 percent), respectively. 


Kim Tae-chung Clings to Joint Nomination Idea 
SK 160329 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
16 Mar 88 p 2 


From the “Out and About” column: “Lingering Desire’’} 


[Text] PPD [Party for Peace and Democracy] President 
Kim Tae-chung seemed yesterday to have a lingering 
affection for his rejected proposal for joint nomination 
of opposition candidates with the RDP. 
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“If not a bipartisan merger, that matter could be settled 
in 24 hours once negotiators from the two parties discuss 
it at a hotel,” Kim said. 


But concerning his remarks, some PPD lawmakers shook 
their heads, saying, “It is a real problem that he still 
believes his unacceptable political offensive may be 
accepted.” 


Regarding opposition reunity as doomed to failure, Rep. 
Yi Chung-chae also seemed to have a lingering desire, 
saying, “There are still a couple of ways for it.” 


BJP Winds Up Election Nomination List 
SK 160229 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The ruling party, whose head start led to a victory 
in the Dec. 16 presidential election, will launch nation- 
wide parliamentary campaigns next week in the form of 
inaugural ceremonies for local chapter offices, ahead of 


opposition. 


Top Democratic Justice Party leaders including chair- 
man Chae Mun-sik will take part in the functions to 
boost popular attention to DJP candidates. 


The pre-electioneering will go on for about 10 days until 
the election day is made public expected around April 3. 


The candidates are required to register their names with 
election management committees in their constituencies 
with in five days from the announcement of the election 
day and thereafter enter into 18 days of formal stumping 
through the eve of the election day. The general elections 
are tentatively scheduled for April 26. 


The DJP’s 10 member screening committee has drawn 
up a list of candidates in a week of clandestine work 
yesterday, recommending more than one of them for 
some areas of tough competition. 


With regard to the party’s work, President No Tae-u who 
also heads the party told the committee members “to 
produce a list of competent nominees through close 
scrutiny over a sufficient period of time.” 


The President made the remark in a meeting with party 
chairman Chae Mun-sik, secretary general Sim Myong- 
po and Rep. Yi Chun-ku at Chongwadae yesterday, party 
sources said. 


The Chongwadae meeting was also attended by high 
ranking Officials from the government, they said. 


The sources said the list of nominees is expected to be 
announced Thursday. 


The DJP will hold a rally of standardbearers this week- 
end. 
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Opposition parties, now receiving applications, will pub- 
lish lists of their candidates late next week. 


The DJP screening committee, led by Chae, has picked 
three candidates for districts where two formidable 
rivals are causing controversy by skullduggery. 


Former government administration minister Kim Yong- 
hyu was given the nomination for Chongyang-Hongsong, 
Chungchongnam-do, instead of incumbent lawmaker 
Choe Chang-kyu or exlawmaker Yun Sok-sun, chief 
secretary to the prime minister. 


Pak Hi-tae, chief of the Pusan High Prosecution, was 
nominated for Namhae-Hadong instead of Assembly- 
man Pak Ik-chu or Kim Wuk-tae, president of the 
state-run Citizens National Bank. 


Besides Choe and Pak, roughly 25 incumbent parliamen- 
tarians will fail to regain DJP nomination, which gives a 
decisive advantage in many areas, especially in rural 
constituencies, senior party officials said. 


They will include Yi Sang-ik, former chairman of the 
Central Executive Council, who could not water down a 
Kim Chong-pil “boom” in Chungchongnam-do in the 
presidential vote. 


Also among them are to be Chong Nam of Seoul, Pak 
Kwon-hum of Kyongsangpuk-do and Yum Kil-chong of 
Kyongsangpuk-do, all journalist-turned Assemblymen, 
according to the officials. 


The committee recommended both Chong Sok-mo and 
Yi Sang-chae, former secretary general and deputy sec- 


retary general, respectively, for Kongju, Chungchon- 
gnam-do. 


The nomination of Pohang’s candidate will be up to No 
as it also has two hopefuls in Yi Chin-u and Ho Hwa- 
pyong, senior secretaries for political affairs to just- 
retired president Chon Tu-hwan. 


Party sources said the two Yis are more likely to be 
nominated for different reasons. Yi Sang-chae played a 
significant part in No’s election as a campaign director. 
Yi Chin-u has merit as he is a civilian while his counter- 
part was a military officer. 


The ruling party persuaded over 10 strong applicants for 
provincial districts to run in Seoul, whose voting trend 
usually has a great impact on that of all other areas. 


They are former home minister So Chong-hwa of 
Chungmu, Kyongsangnam-do; former state minister Yi 
Chong-yul of Namwon, Chollapuk-do; ex-Seoul mayor 
Yorn Po-hyon; and professor-turned Assemblyman Pae 
Song-tong of Taegu. 


Yun Kil-chung, Hong Song-u and Kwon Yong-u, all 
elected from Seoul districts, gave up DJP candidacy. 
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Rival Parties Set To Campaign Next Week 
SK 150223 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
15 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The rival parties will set about parliamentary 
campaigning in earnest across the country late next 
week, on completing their nominations for the 224 small 
districts. 


The Democratic Justice Party will publish an almost 
complete list of candidates tomorrow after approval by 
President No Tae-u, concurrently head of the ruling 
party, today. 


It will hold a rally of standard bearers Saturday and 
inaugural ceremonies for new local chapter heads next 
week, before 18 days of formal campaigns. 


The election day is yet to be decided on by top-level 
consultation between the DJP and the administration, 
but it is expected for April 26, two days before the 
constitutionally-provided deadline. 


The main opposition Reunification Democratic Party 
and the Party for Peace and Democracy will accept 
applicants for their candidacy this week. 


Their candidates will also be determined early next 
week, party officials said yesterday. 


The coming elections will result in a shift of generation 
in the National Assembly as the parties are attracting 
“young” figures to meet broad requirements for fresh 
images by politicians and their groups. 


The April elections will further exemplify the political 
orientation of the rival camps with the DJP favoring 
“conservative” applicants as in the past and the opposi- 
tion preferring progressives, observers said. 


A political analyst said, ““The recruitment of politically 
untainted people in the 30s or 40s, youthful for a 
parliamentary career here, is an emerging fashion in line 
with the time’s mandate for severance from the author- 
itarian legacy.” 


Gne more reason for their preference for the younger 
generation is ‘hat those, aged between 20 and 40, make 
up 60 percent of the total 26 million electorate. 


Seoul and other large cities are where the demand for a 
fresh wave of democratic reforms will especially become 
venues for hectic competition among those hitherto 
outsiders to politics. 


The DJP is contacting younger professors, professional 
businessmen, owners of small firms without big inherit- 
ances, lawyers and journalists for the Seoul districts in 
which it feels a lack of suitable applicants. 
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Those approached include Profs. Yu Yong, Yu Chong- 
yol, Sin Kil-su, lawyer Cho Yong-il and Pak Un-tae, MJC 
{as published] chairman, and Yi tong-pok, vice president 
of Samsung Aerospace. 


Instead, some former DJP leaders are reported to have 
been excluded from the short list of nominees for their 
authoritarian behavior or profiteering from their influ- 
ence, according to party sources. 


DJP chairman Chae Mun-sik said yesterday, “It will be 
hard to smooth potential backwash from those dropped 
from the selection,” strongly indicating that big names 
would fail to get renomination. 


Meanwhile, the opposition RDP is negotiating with 
several independent lawmakers, who defected from the 
party in protest against the rivalry between Kim Yong- 
sam and PPD president Kim Tae-chung during the 
presidential campaigns. 


Kim Yong-sam, de facto leader of the party, is seeking to 
persuade in particular Reps. Pak Chan-chong and Hong 
Sa-tok, elected from Pusan and Kyongsangpuk-do, 
Kim’s power bases, to rejoin the fold. 


Pak and Hong intend to run in Seoul, the area whose 
voting trends will have a far-reaching impact on those in 
the rest of the country. An opposition boom in the 
Chongno-Chunggu district in the heart of Seoul led to a 
“victory” of the newly-born New Korea Democratic 
Party in the Feb. 12, 1985, elections. 


The PPD is likely to nominate a lot of dissident lawyers, 
union leaders and professors in Seoul. 


A senior PPD official disclosed that new faces and those 
with political careers will fairly share nominations. 


The RDP is in want to applicants in areas other than 
Pusan and Kyongsang provinces, while the PPD is short 
except in Cholla provinces in general. 


16 Parties To Field Candidates 
SK 160245 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Sixteen opposition parties will field their parlia- 
mentary candidates in the forthcoming legislative elec- 
tions. 


In addition, a large number of parliamentary hopefuls 
are expected to vie for the legislative contest without any 
party affiliation. 


Political observers said that more than 1,000 National 
Assembly hopefuls will run for the 13th Assembly elec- 
tions to be held around April 26. 
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This will put the competition ratio at more than 6 to |, 
meaning that more than 1,000 parliamentarian aspirants 
will wage a life-or-death struggle to grasp one of the 224 
regional electoral constituencies. 


It is expected that the four major political parties—the 
governing Democratic Justice Party, the 53-seat Reuni- 
fication Democratic Party, the 24-seat Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD] and the New Democratic Repub- 
lican Party [NDRP]}—are likely to field their candidates 
in most of the 224 regional constituencies. 


Also seeking to field candidates in some or all of the 224 
regional constituencies are the Korea National Party 
(President, Yi Man-sop), the Democratic Korea Party 
(Yu Chi-song) and the New Korea Democratic Party (Sin 
To-hwan). 


The Central Election Management Committee said an 
additional nine political parties are legally eligible to 
field their parliamentary candidates. 


They are the Third Generation Party (Han Yong-su), the 
Party for Peace and Justice (Kim Sang-chol), the Party 
for the Masses (Chong Tae-yun), the Korea Democratic 
Party (Chang Pyong-kwan), the Social Democratic Party 
(Kwon Tu-yong), the New Democratic Party (Kang 
Chong-hun), the Hanist Unification Korea Party (Sin 
Chong-il) and the “Iiche” Democratic Party (Kim Son- 
chok) and the Christian Holy People Party (Chin Pok- 
ki). 


In addition to the 16 registered parties, the Hangyore 
(one nation) Democratic Party yesterday declared that it 
will forma new party by the end of this month. 


There are other political parties now seeking inaugura- 
tion before the legislative elections. 


They are the Progressive Party (Kwon Tae-pok), the 
Masses Socialist Party (Hong Suk-cha), the Party for the 
Protection of the Fatherland and Peace (Choe Myon- 
chang), the Peace and Unification Party (Kang Se-won), 
the Party for Buddhism and Morality (Pak Mun-su) and 
the Democratic Industrial Party (Kang Tong-chun). 


Excluding the four major parties, they do not command 
nationwide support and it is therefore questionable 
whether any of the parties can secure more than one 
National Assembly seats. 


Hangyorae Party To Be Established 26 March 
SK 160303 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The H Democratic Party will be inaugu- 
rated on March 26 with a professed goal of opening new 
era of politics. 
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It criticized the Reunification Democratic Party and the 
Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] for failing to 
merge before the legislative contest and vowed to 
become the new unified opposition party after the gen- 
eral elections. 


It will set up a campaign headquarters for the general 
elections this week and put its candidates in all of the 
224 regional constituencies, the party said yesterday. 


Sakong I] Outlines 1988 Financial Policies 
SK 160121 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] The government plans to continue to appreciate 
the won against the U.S. dollar and cut tariff rates by a 
large margin to maintain the current account surplus at a 
proper level this year. 


Rules and regulations will be revised to remove incen- 
tives and restrictions on exports and imports, respective- 
ly, under the policy to expand imports. 


Ohe government will also provide taxational and finan- 
cial support on industries vulnerable to damages from 
expansion of imports while working out economic 
restructuring. 


In a report on policies for this year to President No Tae-u 
at Chongwadae yesterday, Finance Minister Sakong I! 
said his ministry will put an emphasis on proper man- 
agement of total money supply and readjustment of 
economic structure, settlement of pending trade issues 
with the United States, stable growth of domestic secu- 
rities market and disposal of insolvent enterprises. 


The finance minister said that the ministry will make 
efforts to absorb liquidity to curb the total money supply 
growth at 18 percent this year. 


The appreciation of the won currency will contribute to 
stabilizing prices through import price cut and curb of 
liquidity growth from overseas sector and to consolidat- 
ing mutual preferential trade base through rectification 
of trade imbalance with major trading partners, Sakong 
reported. 


He also said that the appreciation will also help balanced 
development between domestic-oriented industries and 
export industries through industrial restructuring. 


The ministry will relieve tax burden on salaried people 
by enhancing tax exemption point through revision of 
tax system this year. 


Value added tax exemption point will also be increased 
to help reduce tax burden on small-sized businesses and 
special excise tax on daily commodities will be cut for 
consumers. 
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Financial reform will be carried out on a step-by-step 
basis from latter half of this year to cope with changing 
economic environment and enhance efficiency of the 
financial system. 


The reform will underline financial deregulation and 
liberalization, Finance Minister Sakong said. 


Enhancement of pricing mechanism in the financial 
market, privatization of government-run special banks 
and allowance of new entries of financial institutions will 
be major steps towards such goals, he said. 


The ministry plans to widen the interest rate liberaliza- 
tion and to enhance the role of open market operation 
for effective monetary control. 


The ministry will also promote overseas investment and 
increase the nation’s role in international economic 
arena. 


In concrete, economic development fund will be 
financed to developing countries and donations to inter- 
national financial institutions such as IMF, World Bank 
and ADB will be expanded. 


The ministry will increase the number of listed compa- 
nies to 500 by the end of this year and 700-1 ,000 firms by 
early 1990s to help prepare against the liberalization of 
the domestic capital market. Stock ownership popula- 
tion will be increased to 5 million persons by the end of 
this year. 


Foreign exchange transactions will be gradually deregu- 
lated to trim the surplus in invisible trade and net 
transfer. The invisible trade and net transfer sector has 
also been contributing to the swelling current account 
surplus. 


In January, trade surplus recorded $640 million and that 
in invisible and net transfer recorded $180 million, 
respectively, during the cited month of last year. 


Interviewed on Exchange Rate 
SK 160635 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Interview with Finance Minister Sakong Il by KBS 
anchorman Pak Song-pom] 


[Text] [Pak Song-pom] How are you, Minister? I would 
first like to ask you about the exchange rate. The value of 
our money against the U.S. dollar is increasing rapidly, I 
would say at a somewhat uneasy speed. An IMF delega- 
tion is also staying in our country. What scale of upward 
revaluation does our government forecast to take place 
by the end of the year. 
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[Sakong Il] It is true that the exchange rate has been 
rapidly adjusted since the beginning of the year. As of 
today, the value of our won has been revaluated upward 
by 5 percent. I am well aware that if this rate continues, 
our export entrepreneurs will face a great burden. 


However, the exchange rate is correlative and has a 
partner. Thus, we are not in a position of handling it as 
we want. Moreover, the view of the other side is quite 
different from ours. Our nation last year marked $9.6 
billion in trade with the United States. Our won currency 
was revaluated upward last year by 8.7 percent. Howev- 
er, during the same period, Japan revaluated the yen 
upward by 30 percent and Taiwain by 25 percent. 


As shown by this, the exchange rate has a partner. In 
addition, the exchange rate is being adjusted by various 
factors that include the size of the trade surplus, the 
trend and price of other international currencies, and the 
international monetary interest rate. Therefore, at this 
point, I can hardly discuss clearly the scale of the change 
in the exchange rate. 


[Pak] There is a suggestion from business circles that if 
our exports cannot be reduced, boldly increasing imports 
would be a way to relax pressure for upward revaluation 
of won. What is your view? 


[Sakong] That is correct. Their final aim is to reduce the 
scale of our trade surplus, whether by means of the 
exchange rate or the liberalization of imports. From our 
standpoint, increasing imports is more desirable than an 
abrupt adjustment of the exchange rate. 


[Pak] Another issue of interest is the currency. Despite 
the government’s retrenchment policy, the money supply 
has not been reduced. Why is that? 


[Sakong] This is also related to the trade surplus. For 
example, if $1 billion is marked in the black, 750 billion 
won is earned at the exchange rate of 750 to | and 800 
billion won at the rate of 800 to | from the overseas 
domain. As businessmen are well aware, loaning money 
has become very difficult recently. Despite the fact that 
loans to civilian enterprises are strictly controlled and 
the government collects money through taxation, the 
amount of currency has increased. This is because the 
trade surplus marked in the overseas domain and the 
money supply constantly increase after being exchanged 
as won. 


[Pak] A report has indicated that the tax system is going 
to be revised for the balance in income between the 
entrepreneurs and the working people. In what direction 
is the system going to be revised? 


[Sagong] The main point of the plan is to reduce the tax 
burden on taxpayers from the middle and lower class. In 
particular, this plan is designed to relatively reduce the 
tax burden on workers and wage earners. However, 
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heavy taxes will be imposed on income earned through 
assets and progressive taxation will be applied to income 
through real estate dealings and inheritance. 


[Pak] The price of stocks has dropped remarkably since 
late February. What is your answer to suggestions that 
the government should work out some measures? 


[Sakong] The price of stocks goes up and goes down 
according to supply and demand in the markets. There- 
fore, the government’s direct intervention in the markets 
whenever prices go up or go down is not desirable. This 
is the basic position of the government on implementing 
its policy for stock markets. Meanwhile, I hope that 
investors invest with a long-range plan and with expend- 
able funds. This will be helpful to development of the 
stock markets and to the creation of properties of those 
who invest in the stock markets. One’s pursuance of 
interest from short-term transactions is not advisable. 


Private Businesses To Be Degulated 
SK 160323 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Private businesses will be freed from all govern- 
ment control on a gradual basis and financing institu- 
tions including banks will given autonomy, the Eco- 
nomic Planning Board [EPB] said yesterday. 


The government will also help farming and fishing 
communities to grow strong enough to resist the pro- 
jected liberalization of farm and fishing products mar- 
kets. 


EPB presented the plans at a government-private con- 
sultation meeting yesterday to establish medium- and 
long-term policies. 


The occasion represented the first time the government 
and private sector had met to formulate long-range plans 
after the inauguration Feb. 25 of the new government. 


The major issues for the year, the EPB also pointed out 
to be price stabilization, curbs on speculative practices 
on real estate, proper management of the current account 
surplus. 


Deputy Premier-Economic Planning Minister Na Wung- 
pae said, “The major role of the EPB will be to remove 
competition-restrictive factors in the economy.” 


“The Monopoly Regulation and Fair Trade Act will be 
an instrument in the domestic market and market open- 
ing measures will promote competition in international 
market,” Na said, adding that this will protect consum- 
ers and reduce trade friction with major trading partners. 


Regulations and rules hindering business activities such 
as establishment of corporations, facility expansion, 
sales and marketing will be drastically eased. 
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The government will abolish authorization and permis- 
sion systems, which may provide preferences to specific 
sectors, and reduce direct intervention in resources dis- 
tribution such as financing. 


Private organizations and other agencies will be given 
more rights and responsibility in personnel management 
and operation. 


In the financial industry, the government will seek 
balanced development between primary and secondary 
banking institutions and will rearrange the business 
sphere by financial institutions. 


Autonomy in personnel management, decisions on inter- 
est rate margin and reduction of policy loans to large 
businesses will be greatly encouraged. 


The government will unify land pricing systems while 
upgrading standard prices on which taxes are imposed to 
the market price level to collect capital gains tax, inher- 
itance tax and donation tax on transactions. 


This will ensure a more equitable tax imposition 
between the poor and the rich, the EPB said. 


The ratio of revenue from inheritance and donations to 
the total revenue was 0.4 percent in the country last year 
compared with 2.7 percent in Japan in 1986 and 1.5 
percent in the United States in 1984. 


The government will reshape agricultural structure 
according to medium-and long-term goals, while increas- 
ing the market liberalization ratio in farm products 
within the scope of not damaging farmers. 


The consultation meeting was attended by five economic 
ministers on government side and nine dignitaries on the 
business, academic and journalism side. 


Direct Trade With Communist Bloc Promoted 
SK 161043 Seoul YONHAP in English 
1003 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 16 (YONHAP)—Riding on the 
government policy of promoting direc: trade with com- 
munist countries, South Korean traders are making an 
increasing number of direct contacts with communist 
buyers this year. 


Business sources said on Wednesday that most South 
Korean general trading companies and other enterprises 
have had to depend on go-betweens in third countries 
like the United States, Japan, West Germany, Austria, 
and Hong Kong for their trade with communist nations. 


The sources said that by directly contacting communist 
buyers, Korean traders are avoiding the expense of the 
brokerage commission while also obtaining better con- 
tract terms and more contracts. 
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Kukje-ICC Corp., which has engaged in footwear exports 
to the communist bloc since 1983 through indirect trade 
via Austria and West Germany, won a 2-million U.S. 
dollar contract for exports to the Soviet Union this year 
through direct contacts with Soviet purchasers. 


Ssangma Textiles Co. also won a contract this year for 
the export of 2 million yards of polyester fabrics 
obtained through direct business consultations with Chi- 
nese buyers. So far, Ssangma has exported fabrics to 
China via Hong Kong. 


Hueng-a Tires, which arranged for East European buyers 
to visit Korea for business consultations this year, has 
reached agreement tc export 7 million dollars worth of 
goods to Eastern European buyers on an annual basis. 


Heung-a previously sold | million dollars worth of tire 
tubes annually to Hungary, East Germany, and other 
Eastern European countries through indirect trade. 


Hyosung Corp. which began direct contacts with its 
Chinese buyers last year is expanding similar contacts 
this year. Sunkyong Corp. has also been sending its 
officials to Eastern European nations two to three times 
a month this year. 


Automakers including Hyundai Motor Company have 
also been engaged in direct deals with Chinese and East 
European buyers. Seoul has no formal diplomatic rela- 
tions with communist countries. 


PRC Trade Showing ‘Significant’ Change 
SK160115 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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(“News in Review” column by Economic Editor Yu 
Chin-su: “China Trade Winds Ready To Blow at Full 
Force’’] 


[Text] A very significant change has been made in trade 
relations between Seoul and Beijing. Recent reporis 
show strong signs that the binationa! trade will swiftly 
shift into full swing in the not-too-distant future. 


In fact, the two nations have every prospect of mutually 
satisfactory growth in trade and economic cooperation. 


China needs high technology for its ambitious modern- 
ization. The fast-growing Korea is scrambling for cheap 
raw materials to fuel its prime policy toward rapid 
industrialization. Korea has gained experience and 
expertise enough to help China exploit its abundant raw 
materials and cheap labor. The two neighbors have also 


a geographic advantage. 


These will make the two countries natural economic 
partners, complimenting each other. 
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The possibility of economic partnership between Seoul 
and Beijing was strongly felt through reactions by Chi- 
nese in Taiwan. 


Businessmen in Taiwan are alarmed at the prospect of 
direct trade between China and South Korea, the island’s 
major trade rival, REUTER said in a report from Taipei. 


According to reports from Beijing, Chinese Vice Premier 
Tian Jiyun told a Japanese delegation last week that 
China will develop direct trade with South Korea to 
reduce dependence on trade with Japan. 


This was the first time a Chinese leader spoke of the 
possibility of direct trade with Seoul with which Beijing 
has no diplomatic ties. 


Big worries over Korea’s possibility of having direct 
access to China’s massive reserves of minerals and other 
raw materials, cheap labor and untapped huge market 
were expressed by a Taiwanese footwear maker. “‘It will 
be a servere blow to our industry and many local 
exporters will find it difficult to compete with South 
Koreans,” Reuter quoted the businessman as saying. 


After Tian’s statement, the Taipei government reversed 
its earlier policy and announced it would open its market 
to a wide range of goods and materials from mainland 
China. But the trade would be allowed in through third 
countries, it said. 


Noteworthy were the reports that the Chinese vice pre- 
mier said “traders in both China and South Korea were 
also unhappy that Japanese firms profit from acting as 
middlemen between the two because of the lack of 
political ties.”"*h 


Some observers commented that Tian's remarks were 
aimed at pressuring Japan to import more from China 
and to make more investments in that country. China 
has been suffering chronic trade deficits with Japan. The 
red figure was reportedly $3.7 billion last year. Tian’s 
statement was made also to stimulate the Taiwanese to 
— closer economic ties with mainland China, they 
said. 


However, things are a far cry from comments made by 
observers. 


According to reports earlier this month, China will 
establish a trade office soon in Hong Kong to help iron 
out the difficulties in China’s trade with South Korea 
and Taiwan arising from lack of formal relations. 


Liu Shaoshan, former deputy chairman of the Chinese 
Commission for the Promotion of International Trade 
(CCPIT), said the trade office will solve problems China 
experiences in trade and investment with South Korea. 
Liu is head of the Chinese delegation in Hong Kong 
working to open the trade office. 
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Reports quoted as saying that office will contact South 
Korean firms and businessmen registered with Hong 
Kong authorities, regardless of their links to Seoul, for 
consultations on trade and investment. 


The projected office in Hong Kong will surely play a 
bridging role before the two countries officially 
announce bilateral trade. 


Attracting our keen interest is China’s policy of encour- 
aging the development of export-oriented industries and 
labor- and expertise-intensive industries in coastal areas. 
Communist Party head Zhao Ziyang has proposed sig- 
nificant increases in the number of coastal regions given 
preferential treatment in developing foreign trade as a 
means of helping China make great inroads in world 
markets. 


In line with Zhao’s policy, the State Council announced 
Saturday foreign trade reforms giving greater local 
autonomy to companies moving into international mar- 
kets. 


Shandong, the ancestral home of most overseas Chinese 
in South Korea, is especially keen to lure investments 
from the southern half of the Korean peninsula, reports 
said. Shandong’s main ports are only about 400 kilome- 
ters from the west coast of Korea. 


China’s trade policies are well matched with those of 
Korea. 


The new government, led by No Tae-u, will thurst ahead 
with an ambitious program to develop the west coastal 
areas facing China under the catch phrase of a “new era 
of the west sea (Yellow Sea).” With sights set on main- 
land China, the west coastal arezs will get a mammoth 
port, big industrial complexes, expansion of a web of 
expressways and other projects. 


Korea is also in dire need to deflect the ever growing U.S. 
pressure to open wide its market. At the same time, the 
export-driven country has been forced to lessen its heavy 
trade reliance on the United States and Japan. 


Also in harmony with the Chinese policies is the new 
government’s “northern policy.” In an inauguration 
speech last month No said “Improved relations with 
countries with ideologies and social systems different 
from ours will countribute to stability, peace and com- 
mon prosperity in East Asia. Such a northward diplo- 
macy should lead as far as the gateway of unification. 


Now the nation is required to make steady efforts to 
escalate economic cooperation with China rather in a 
quiet fashion than in a hasty, feverish way, even though 
encouraging signs are seen. 
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Economic organizations and private companies should 
establish a joint body for cooperation as soon as possible 
to pave the way for formal trade relations with Beijing, 
businessmen said in unison. 


The government is also required to push ahead with 
positive diplomacy toward establishment of trade offices 
in Beijing and Seoul. 


Feed Group Seeking U.S. Farmers Help on Beef 
SK 160057 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Mar 88 p 6 


[By staff reporter Kim Chae-il] 


[Text] Isn’t there any U.S. interest group opposed to the 
U.S.-pressured beef import liberalization in Korea? 


Yes, there surely is and it is a group which already has big 
exports to Korea—of feed grains. The U.S. Feed Grains 
Council, representing grain merchants, does not want to 
see the shrinkage of its Korean market resulting from the 
beef market opening. 


Amidst a tug of war between Korea and the United 
States over the issue of beef market opening, Korean 
feed-making industrialists, fixing their eyes on this point, 
have decided to join hands with U.S. feed grains export- 
ers, and discuss action. 


A 10-member purchasing mission, led by Pak Chan- 
kung, president of the Korea Feed Association, wiil leave 
for the United States on March 20 to purchase corn and 
soybeans for feed and industrial use. 


The mission’s aim, ostensibly, is to express the Korean 
will to correct the trade imbalance between two countries 
through the spot purchase of feed grains in the United 
States. 


A spokesman for the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Ministry said, “The buying mission will visit major 
corn-and soybean-producing areas and meet American 
officials and farmers to explain the current situation in 
Korea’s agricultural and livestock industry, and difficul- 
= involved in complete import liberalization in the 
ield.” 


But another ministry official said that real purpose of the 
mission is to turn off the U.S. pressure on Korea to open 
beef markets through lobbying in cooperation with U.S. 
feed grains exporters. 


Backing up his remarks, expenses of some of the mission 
members will be sponsored by the U.S. Feed Grains 
council Korea Office, according to an official at the U.S. 
Agricultural Trade Office (U.S. ATO). 


ee 
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Ministry officials said that they expect that the mission’s 
activities will contribute to easing trade friction between 
the two nations but La Verne. E. Brabant, director of 
U.S. ATO, cautioned, “I don’t think this will be possi- 
ble.” 


Min Pyong-yol, spokesman for the U.S. Feed Grains 
Council, said Korea, through the planned spot purchase, 
will make good on publicity, gaining an ear on the U.S. 
side. 


However, excessive buying at one time is likely to push 
up the prices, he warned. 


Last year, Korean delegation also carried out on the spot 
purchases in the United States but this will be the first 
time for corn, according to Min. 


Other than spot purchases, Korea imports feed grains 
from such majors as LDC, bunge, Cargill, Continental, 
Garnac, Peavey and Richco. 


Officials at the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Min- 
istry said lobbying by the mission is worth attempting 
but they do not expect any results. 


Meanwhile, Dr. Yi Chae-uk, senior researcher at the 
Korea Rural Economics Institute, said that it would be 
good for the United States to aim at the Korean feed 
grains market, not the beef market. 


According to Dr. Yi, the importation of one ton of beef 
means the reduction of 7,196 kilograms of corn in 
imports from the United States. 


Based on the calculation, the import of 3,000 tons of beef 
will lead to the reduction of feed grains imports worth $2 
million, Yi said. 


Of the total agricultural imports totaling about $2 bil- 
lion, feed grains accounted for 40 percent or $800 
million. 


Yi went on to say that the United States should take into 
full account anti-Americanism in rural areas possibly 
arising from the U.S. beef market opening pressure, a 
situation which will not contribute so much to correction 
of the trade imbalance between the two nations. 


Korea imported from the United States $640 million 
worth of corn, soybeans or 61.5 percent of its total feed 
imports in 1986 and $848 million or 76.6 percent in 
1987. 


This year, about 100 million worth of corn and soybeans 
is expected to be imported through spot purchasing 
there, ministry officials said. 
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Before 1986, according to them, Korea imported some 
portion of feed grains from China and Thailand but 
switched its import sources totally to the United States 
in 1987. 


About 80 percent of corn and soybeans are imported by 
the Korea Livestock Cooperatives Federation and Korea 
Feed Association. Feed meals are imported mostly from 
Australia and Canada. Imports from EEC countries have 
been on the rise from the end of last year, they said. 


On the other hand, about 80 percent of total U.S. feed 
grains produce is for domestic consumption and the 
remaining 20 percent for export. 


Korea is the fourth biggest feed grains importer from the 
United States, following Japan, Soviet Union and Tai- 
wan, according to an official at the U.S. Feed Grains 
Council Korea Office. 


Joint Businesses To Explore for Oil in U.S. 
SK 160301 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0249 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 16 (YONHAP)}—South Korea’s 
Lucky-Goldstar group will participate in oil exploration 
and development projects in the United States in the 
first half of this year, business sources said Wednesday. 


The group’s affiliates—Lucky-Goldstar International 
Corp. and Honam Petrochemical Corp.—will cooperate 
with Chevron Petroleum International Inc. of the United 
States in the exploration and development of seven 
onshore and three offshore U.S. oil fields. 


The South Korean businesses will obtain 25-37.5 percent 
of the stake held by Chevron in each of the ten projects, 
the sources said. 


A total of 20 million U.S. dollars will be invested in the 
second quarter this year in the initial exploration of the 
scattered fields located in California, Oklahoma, Texas 
and the Gulf of Mexico, according to the sources. 


In accordance with the agreement with Chevron for the 
joint exploration and development of the oil fields, 
Lucky-Goldstar can exchange the crude oil produced in 
the US. oil fields for high quality crude oil produced by 
Chevron in other parts of the world. 


Meanwhile, Lucky-Goldstar, which has been participat- 
ing in oil exploration and development projects in Indo- 
nesia’s Adang Oil Field since 1984, plans to expand its 
oil exploration projects in the Southeast Asian region 
this year. 
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Exports to Japan Show Large Increase 
SK160111 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0059 GMT 16 Mar 88 . 


[Text] Seoul, March 16 (YONHAP)—Korea’s exports to 
Japan, boosted by the strength of the Japanese yen, 
soared 55.5 percent to 8.44 billion U.S. dollars last year, 
the Bank of Korea said Wednesday. 


Exports to Japan in January this year reached 800 
million dollars, up 76.6 percent from a year earlier. 


Japan’s share of Korea’s total exports continued to grow 
from 15.6 percent in 1986, to 17.9 percent in 1987 and to 
20.4 percent in January 1988. 


In a survey on the trend of Korea’s trade with Japan 
since the yen’s appreciation began, the central bank said 
that imports from Japan amounted to 13.66 billion 
dollars in 1987, representing a 25.7 percent rise from a 
year earlier, compared with a 43.8 percent increase in 
1986 from the year before. 


Imports from Japan in January this year amounted to 
1.15 billion dollars, up 33.3 percent from a year earlier. 


Japan accounted for 34.4 percent of Korea’s total 
imports in 1986, 33.3 percent in 1987 and 31.6 percent 
in January 1988. 


Japan’s reduced share of Korea’s total imports was 
attributed to Korea’s localization of materials and parts 
as well as efforts to diversify import sources. 


Freight Earnings From Shipping on Increase 
SK 160251 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0149 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 16 (YONHAP)—Due to the steady 
recovery in the global shipping business, freight earnings 
by South Korea’s national flag-carriers have increased 
substantially from a year ago. 


According to figures released by the Korea Maritime and 
Port Administration, Korea’s 35 national flag-carriers 
transported a total of 10,960,100 tons of export and 
import cargoes in January earning a total of 206.46 
million U.S. dollars in freight earnings. 


The figures represented growth of 20.7 percent in vol- 
ume and 40.8 percent in freight earnings. 


Meanwhile, the shipping industry here expects that the 
management of Korean shipping firms will improve 
substantially this year as the worldwide shipping busi- 
ness will continue to improve. 
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Shipbuilding Industry Weakened From Won Rise 
SK160255 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0152 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 16 (YONHAP)—The appreciation 
of the Korean won currency against the U.S. dollar and 
the rising strength of the Japanese yen have drastically 
weakened the competitiveness of South Korea’s ship- 
building industry this year, industry sources said 
Wednesday. 


The sources said the won’s accelerated appreciation has 
also cut into the profits of outstanding orders received by 
Korea’s shipbuilding industry. 


In addition, the strength of the Japanese yen has pushed 
up production costs in the Korean shipbuilding industry 
which depends on Japan for some of its major parts and 
equipment. 


Moreover, the labor disputes that swept the industry last 
year reduced productivity while boosting wages by up to 
20 percent, the sources said. 


No Says Era of Media Suppression Over 
SK160151 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
16 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] President No Tae-u yesterday said that the era 
when the government could control news media and 
violate its constitutional rights of freedom has passed. 


“The government should not and will not manipulate the 
press, by force, pressure or other means, as it did in the 
past,” No said. 


He made these and other points after receiving a briefing 
from Culture and Information Minister Chong Han-mo 
yesterday afternoon at Chongwadae on the ministry’s 
major polices for this year. 


“The government should try to inform the people of the 
facts as they are, instead of trying to give one-sided 
propaganda, and make an effort to hear and accommo- 
date the people’s opinions,” the President said. 


“The competency of the cabinet ministers will be judged 
largely based on how successfuily they understand and 
cooperate with the people,” he said. 


Touching on a recent rush of registrations to start 
newspapers and broadcasting companies, No said that 
the freedom of the press will be guaranteed under any 
circumstances in accordance with the spirit of his June 
29 democratic reform declaration. 


No said that the opening of financially-weak newspapers 
could entail various adverse effects as was the case right 
after the April 19, 1960 students’ uprising, but they have 
nothing to do with the freedom of the press. 
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No also showed his firm commitment to the freedom of 
artistic activities, saying that the freedom of creative 
artistwc activities and their presentation should be guar- 
anteed. 


Emphasizing that no less important is helping youths 
develop a sound sense of values, No said that printed 
materials, movies and videotapes should be made to 
contain no obscene or violent elements, through volun- 
tary efforts of the publishers and producers themselves. 


No also instructed Chong to extensively restore the 
cultural legacies of the Paekchae Kingdom taken from 
the vicinities of the Seoul Olympic Stadium of Kongju 
City. 


Earlier in the day, President No received a briefing from 
Finance Minister Sakong I] on the ministry’s major 


policy programs at Chongwadae. 


No told Sakong that the nation should continue to 
expand its import liberalization, and this will help mod- 
ernize the economy. 


The government’s control on transactions and posses- 
sion of foreign currencies should also be lifted for 
modernization of the economic structure, No said. 


Noting the nation’s increasing foreign trade surplus since 
last year, No said that the government should increase its 
foreign investment while continuing to pay off its foreign 
debt. 


Predicting that the country’s foreign debt will fall to $32 
billion by the year-end, the President said that Korea has 
become the first nation in the world to reduce its foreign 
debt since World War II. 


As a way of: anaging the trade surplus, No stressed, the 
government should pursue economic policies which ben- 
efit both citizens and enterprises. 


Turning to the money supply, No said, the goal of 
holding the total money supply increase this year at the 
18 percent level should be attained at any cost. 


For this, he said, diverse policies should be adopted to 
absorb excess liquidity. 


The government should induce floating funds to be spent 
for productive purposes, not for speculative invest- 
ments, he said. 


Noting that the per-capita GNP is close to $3,000, he 
said, the government’s economic policies should be 
adjusted to improve the welfare of the “have-nots.” 


Such a change is necessary to meet the fast-growing 
demand from the people for more equitable distribution 
of wealth, he said. 
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For this, No said, the nation’s taxation system should 
also be overhauled. 


Expressing concern at the won’s fast appreciation against 
foreign currencies and the United States’ trade pressure, 
No said that the government should take proper coun- 
one by pooling wisdom from various walks of 
life. 


Among other things, he said, the people are required to 
have a new understanding of the economy, including 
foreign trade relations, as the nation’s economy is grow- 
ing, and its budget is in surplus. 


Culture Ministry To Be Formed Next January 
SK 160307 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Mar 88 p 1 


{Text} A Culture Ministry will be inaugurated in Janu- 
ary, 1989, bv hiving off part of the present Culture- 
Information Ministry, and leaving the remainder to 
become an “Office of Information,” Culture-Informa- 
tion Minister Chong Han-mo said yesterday. 


The establishment of the Culture Ministry to deal exclu- 
sively with cultural and arts affairs was among the ruling 


party’s presidential campaign pledges. 
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Reporting his ministry’s programs to President No Tae- 
u, Minister Chong said the Culture Ministry will provide 
support for such research institutions as Academy of 
Korean Studies, National Academy of Arts, National 
Academy of Sciences, and the Korean Commission for 
Unesco. 


A series of inter-ministerial talks will be held following a 
public hearing to discuss whether the projected Culture 
Ministry’s businesses should include leisure and tourism 
affairs, he said. 


Medium- and long-range cultural development policies 
will be mapped out, upon the inauguration of the min- 
istry, with emphasis on balanced support for provincial 
arts activities, Chong said. 


“For finance, the ministry will seek to change the current 
Olympic lottery into an ‘art lottery’ after the Olympics 
ends,” he said. 


An international quitural exchange fund or cultural 
foundation is under study, according to Chong to pro- 
mote Korean culture abroad, and increase exchanges 
with foreign countries. 


Special emphasis will be placed upon contacts with 
Communist bloc countries,“ he said. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Foreign Minister Makes Donation to PLO 
BK151449 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1215 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 15 (BERNAMA)—Malay- 
sia Tuesday made an initial donation of U.S. $30,000 to 
the Palestinian people who are victims of Israeli oppres- 
sion. 


Foreign Minister Abu Hassan Omar handed over the 
amount to the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 
representative here, Ahmad al-Farrah, at a brief cere- 
mony at Wisma Putra (Foreign Ministry). 


The money represented donations by Malaysians to the 
Palestinian People’s Fund launched by the Foreign Min- 
istry on Jan 15. The fund now stands at 330,041.89 
ringgit (U.S $132,016.75). 


Speaking to reporters after the ceremony, Al-Farrah said 
164 Palestinians had been killed in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip since the unrest began there due to Israeli 
oppression. 


He also charged that 150 expectant mothers lost their 
babies after Israeli authorities sprayed poison gas at 
them. 


Mahathir Signs SRV Embassy Condolence Book 
BK151249 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television Network 1 
in Malay 1200 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed 
signed a book of condolence over the death of Pham 
Hung, prime minister of the Republic of Vietnam [titles 
as heard], at the republic’s embassy in Kuala Lumpur. 
Accompanying him was the republic’s ambassador to the 
country, Mr Tran Le Duc. 


The late Pham Hung died of a heart attack at the age of 
75 on 10 March. 


Foreign Minister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar also signed 
the condolence book. 


Societies Act Amendment Bill Presented 
BK151327 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 1230 
GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 15(OANA-BERNAMA)— 
The government Tuesday tabled a bill to amend the 
Societies Act 1966 including Section !2 (3) which makes 
a society unlawful if it establishes a branch without the 
prior approval of the Registrar of Societies. 


The bill seeks to make unlawful only the branch or 
branches concerned, and not the whole society. 
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The amendment was made following calls from various 
political organizations in the country wanting the sec- 
tion, under which the old UMNO [United Malays 
National Organization], major component of the 13- 
party ruling Barisan Nasional (National Front), was 
declared unlawful by the High Court in February this 
year, amended on grounds of it being too harsh. 


Deputy Home Minister Megat Junid Megat Ayub tabled 
the bill, known as the Societies Act (Amendment) Bill, 
for first reading in the Dewan Rakyat (House of Repre- 
sentatives). 


He said the bill would be tabled for reading and approval 
by the house during its current sitting which is scheduled 
to end March 25. 


Following the declaration of the old UMNO as an 
unlawful society, the assets of the organisation were 
placed under the official assignee as required by law. 
[passage indistinct] (new UMNO) under the leadership 
of prime minister Dr Mahathir Mohamed on Feb 13, to 
replace the old UMNO. 


The bill also contains several amendments relating to the 
property of a registered society that has been declared 
unlawful. 


It also further streamlines the powers, duties and func- 
tions of the Registrar of Societies under the act. 


The bill provides that where the property of a society 
vests in the official assignee, the property of every 
branch of the society, regardless of whether it is a lawful 
or unlawful branch, shall also vest in the official assign- 
ee. 


It further provides for the official assignee to apply to the 
High Court for an order vesting all the assets, debts and 
liabilities of the old society and all its branches in the 
new society. 


Meanwhile, the government also tabled the Constitution 
(Amendment) Bill which, among other things, seeks to 
confer on the attorney general power to determine the 
courts in which or the venue at which any proceeding 
shall be instituted or transferred. 


Mahathir’s Amendment Plans 
BK 160510 Hong Kong AFP in English 
0439 GMT !6 Mar 88 


[By Mervin Nambiar] 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 16 (AFP)}—Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamed has presented constitutional and 
other legal amendments to Parliament that analysts said 
will give his administration, troubled by a leadership 
split, wider powers. 
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The changes included a constitutional provision which 
lawyers said would modify what they called the “inher- 
ent judicial power” of the courts. 


They said the new provision would subject the judiciary 
to tighter control by Parliament and also by legislation 
initiated by the executive branch of government. 


Another constitutional amendment placed before the 
Dewan Rakyat or lower house Tuesday gives the govern- 
ment-appointed attorney-general the right to decide in 
which court or where to institute legal proceedings. 


Officials said Dr Mahathir will present the government's 
case for the amendments to the Dewan Rakyat Thurs- 
day. 


Dr Mahathir has previously accused the judiciary of 
overstepping its powers after several court rulings 
against the government. He has also spoken of the need 
to better define the judiciary’s role in relation to the 
executive and legislative arms of government. 


Also placed before Parliament are changes to the Societ- 
ies Act which will allow Dr Mahathir’s New UMNO to 
inherit the assets of the original UMNO ruled unlawful 
by the High Court last month. 


The amendment to the Societies Act would allow the 
New UMNO to fight off any bid by the prime minister's 
arch-rival, Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, to block the New 
UMNO’s inheritance of several hundred million Malay- 
sian dollars worth of assets. 


Bankers and corporate officials said the assets in a host 
of companies included banks, hotels, real estate and the 
print and electronic media. They were accumulated by 
the original UMNO over the past 42 years. 


Analysts said the move to define the role of Malaysia’s 
judiciary, noted for its independence, and changes to 
laws that will accord greater legitimacy to the New 
UMNO, stem largely from the Mahathir-Razaleigh 


struggle. 


Dr Mahathir, prime minister since mid-1981, narrowly 
beat off a challenge from Mr Razaleigh, a former trade 
and industry minister, for the UMNO presidency in 
April last year. 


UMNO has headed Malaysia’s ruling National Front 
coalition and its forerunner the Alliance since indepen- 
dence in 1957. Its leader has been by convention Malay- 
sia’s prime minister. 


Param Cumaraswamy, president of the Bar Council, said 
changes to Article 121 of the Constitution would remove 
the right of courts to exercise “judicial power” and 
compromise the doctrine of separation of powers. 
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He said the powers of the court would instead be 
conferred by federal law as initiated by the executive 
because of its overwhelming majority in Parliament. 


“I appeal to all MPs to study the changes very carefully 
because of its far reaching ramifications,” he said. 


Lee Lam Thye, acting secretary-general of the opposition 
Democratic Action Party, said the amendments should 
not be “bulldozed through Parliament.” 


“We will ask the prime minister to refer the changes to a 
select committee to enable Parliament to get the views 
and comments of all affected organisations and societ- 
ies,” he said. 


Trade Surplus Increases 69.2 Percent in 1987 
BK161122 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0600 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Malaysia’s 1987 trade surplus soared 69.2 percent 
to 13,193.2 million from 7,799.6 million ringgit in 1986 
due to higher export earnings. In a memorandum to 
Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar Baba on the external 
trade performance, the Statistics Department today said 
export earnings rose 26.5 percent against a 14.5 percent 
growth in imports. Export earnings increased by 9,454.8 
million ringgit to 45,175.7 million ringgit while imports 
rose 4,061.2 million ringgit to 31,982.6 million ringgit. It 
noted all major export commodities with the exception 
of liquified natural gas, recorded improvements in value 
terms. 


Cambodia 


Hun Sen Message to Sihanouk on Resuming Talks 
BK161311 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1120 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March |6—Hun Sen, chairman 
of the Council of Ministers of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea, has sent a message to Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk expressing his satisfaction at the latter’s deci- 
sion to resume talks and his intention for the next 
meeting with Samdech Norodom Sihanouk. 


His message, dated March | 1, reads in full as follows: 


I am sure that samdech and I share the same view that 
difficulties still lie ahead on the way leading to a solution 
to the Kampuchean conflict. The conflict, which has 
lasted for many years with the involvement of several 
parties and countries, cannot be settled through one or 
two rounds of talks. It is necessary for our two parties, 
samdech and myself, to show patience and perseverance 
which will certainly bear fruits, namely to put a defini- 
tive end to the sufferings of our people. It is quite 
different from some other people who are trying to make 
profit from the blood and tears of our people. 


FBIS-EAS-88-051 
16 March 1988 


I have been deeply impressed by the results of our 
meetings and remain optimistic. Public opinion in the 
country and across the world has considered our two 
meetings a very important event. It followed our talks 
with keen interest and welcomed them as an historical 
step, a breakthrough to the deadlock, and the efforts to 
blaze the way for an equitable solution to the Kampu- 
chean issue. 


I do understand several difficulties with which samdech 
are facing. However, in the supreme interest of the 
Kampuchean nation and peace in the region, I am 
convinced that both of us, samdech and I, will surmount 
all difficulties to resume our talks on which we have 
embarked with satisfaction. 


I am very pleased to know that samdech wishes to 
resume the talks. That desire is consistent with samdech 
statement at our previous talks: “For me (samdech), | 
shall have several more meetings with Your Excellency 
Hun Sen though they yield no progress. This means that 
it is better to meet than to refrain from it”. 


I am prepared to meet samdech again and resume our 
talks at any time. 


Hun Sen Returns From Pham Hung Funeral 
BK160520 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0415 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 16 Mar (SPK)—The PRK’s party 
and state delegation returned from Hanoi yesterday 
afternoon after attending the funeral of Pham Hung, 
member of the CPV Central Committee Political Bureau 
and chairman of the Council of Ministers. 


The delegation led by Hun Sen, member of the KPRP 
Central Committee Political Bureau and chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, was greeted upon arrival by Bou 
Thang, member of the Political Bureau and vice chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers; Say Chhum, member of 
the Central Committee, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, and minister of agriculture; and Tie Banh, 
alternate member of the Central Committee, vice chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers, and minister of com- 
munications, transport, and posts. Ngo Dien, Vietnam- 
ese ambassador to Cambodia, was also present. 


While in Vietnam Chairman Hun Sen was received by 
Vo Chi Cong, member of the Political Bureau and 
chairman of the Council of State; Vo Van Kiet, member 
of the Political Bureau and acting chairman of the 
Council of Ministers and Do Moi, member of the Polit- 
ical Bureau and secretary of the CPV Central Commit- 
tee. 


In the meetings, Hun Sen said that, at this time of 
sorrow, the Cambodian people pledge more than ever to 
do their best to strengthen the all-round cooperation 
between our parties and peoples, seeing in it a source of 
force for the defense of the revolutionary gains. He 
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voiced unreserved support for the socialist construction 
work and struggle of the Vietnamese people to defend 
the independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity 
of the fatherland. 


2 SRV Tanks Said Destroyed in Battambang 
BK160106 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


{From the feature: “Daily Report From Various Battle- 
fields”’] 


[Excerpt] Sisophon battlefield [Battambang Province]: 
On 8 March, a Vietnamese regiment escorted by four 
tanks and moving from Chan Kiri to Kop Thom in 
Sisophon District ran into our ambush at Tumnop Kach. 
Two tanks were set on fire and a third was damaged 
when they ran over our land mines. We killed 15 
Vietnamese soldiers and wounded 20 others. We 
destroyed 2 85-mm guns, 2 12.7-mm guns, 2 drum- 
magazine machineguns, 4 B-40’s and B-41’s, 10 AK’s, 
and all the war materiel in the tanks. [passage omitted] 


Military Actions of Past Month Described 
BK161256 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 

16 Mar 88 


[Station commentary: “Our National Army Intensifies 
Attacks Against Vietnamese Enemy Aggressors More 
Energetically and Effectively Everywhere”’] 


[Text] In over a month, from February to early March, 
our National Army on every battlefield across the coun- 
try has intensified its activities against the Vietnamese 
enemy aggressors more effectively and more vigorously 
everywhere, on the battlefields along the western border, 
around Tonle Sap Lake, inside the country, and even in 
eastern Cambodia. 


Our National Army has stepped up attacks time and 
again to dismantle the Vietnamese enemy administra- 
tive networks everywhere, causing the base of the Vwet- 
namese war of aggression in Cambodia to deteriorate 
further. The Vietnamese are facing mounting difficulties 
and are increasingly bogged down. They can no longer 
plunder our people’s supplies, draft our people as sol- 
diers, or round up our people for the K-5 plan. Further- 
more, in cooperation with our people and patriotic 
Khmer soldiers and officials who have been forced to 
serve the Vietnamese, our National Army has intensified 
attacks to destroy and liberate large and small Vietnam- 
ese positions. We have attacked townships and district 
seats, swept the Vietnamese, and routed small- and 
large-scale Vietnamese enemy operations. We have 
inflicted mounting losses on Vietnamese enemy fighting 
forces and war materiel. 
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For example, on the Pailin battlefield, where the Viet- 
namese deployed a number of crippled troops in an 
attempt to fight us east of Hill 284, we ambushed and 
routed them, killing or wounding 126. Two of the dead 
were battalion commanders, and 30 guns were 
destroyed. On the Samlot battlefield, we attacked and 
liberated a Vietnamese enemy company position atop 
Hill 453; a company position at the foot of Hill 750; and 
3 other positions: a platoon position at the foot of Hill 
261, a platoon position atop Hill 340, and a company 
position at the foot of Hill 587. We launched two 
commando attacks against two Vietnamese positions: a 
platoon position atop Thmar Pruos Hill and a company 
position at Ang Toek. We attacked and liberated a 
battalion position at Thmar Kol; and attacked and 
occupied a company position atop Hill 731. On the 
Peam Ta battlefield, we attacked a battalion position 
and a company position north of O Tracheakchet, killing 
or wounding 25 Vietnamese enemy troops. We killed or 
wounded 30 more enemy soldiers when they rushed out 
from Peam Ta in an attempt to rescue their comrades. 


On the Battambang battlefield, we destroyed two Viet- 
namese company positions in Tuol and Chea Montrei 
villages and two platoon positions at O Andong Bridge 
and atop Hill Satru. We attacked a company position at 
Boeng Pak, which was part of the defensive network of 
the battalion position at Kanghat, and a company posi- 
tion at Ta Kream Hill west of Battambang town. 


On the southern Sisophon battlefield, we ambushed and 
routed a Vietnamese regiment which attempted to attack 
us at Ta Vut, Ta Koeng, and Ta San dams, killing or 
wounding 41 enemy troops. We attacked and destroyed 
platoon positions at Kompong Chamlang and in Suon 
Sla village in Kdol commune; attacked a position form- 
ing part of the Vietnamese enemy paddy looting network 
center in Lvea commune; and attacked and dismantled 
administrative networks in Rohat Toek commune and 
13 villages. On the northern Sisophon battlefield, our 
three-prong forces attacked two Vietnamese positions in 
Khvav and Tbeng villages. There we also ambushed with 
mines a Vietnamese battalion sallying out from Thmar 
Puok to oppose us west of Route No 69, killing or 
wounding 41 enemy soldiers. Four Vietnamese tanks 
and armored vehicles were destroyed by our mines. 


On the Preah Vihear battlefield, we attacked a Vietnam- 
ese company position atop Hill 594, killing 13 and 
destroying 20 barracks. We attacked and destroyed a 
battalion position west of Ta Chat Hill, killing 45 and 
destroying 35 barracks and a large quantity of war 
materiel. On the Siem Reap battlefield, our three-prong 
forces swept the Vietnamese soldiers forming the net- 
work to defend Angkor, killing or wounding 76 and 
destroying 50 barracks and 5 warehouses. We attacked a 
paddy looiing office at Angkor market on Route No 6 
and attacked and liberated Varin District seat, destroy- 
ing 30 barracks and 7 warehouses. We shot down a 
Vietnamese enemy Mi-24 helicopter at Snuol village in 
Puok District and swept the Vietnamese enemy at Ron 
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Ta Ek commune. On the Kompong Thom battlefield, we 
launched a commando attack and destroyed the 7701th 
Divisional Command in Kompong Thom town. 


On the Kompong Cham battlefield, we attacked two 
Vietnamese battalions at Aniung Chrey, killing «r 
wounding 28. We ambushed an enemy company sallying 
out from Ming Meang, attacked and destroyed a battal- 
ion position in Baray commune in Kang Meas District, 
and swept the Vietnamese along Route No 7 on a 15 km 
stretch from Prey Toetoeng to Skoun in Prey Chhor 
District. In Memot District on the east Kompong Cham 
battlefield, we attacked two Vietnamese company posi- 
tions at the Km 5 rubber plantation. 


On the east Phnom Penh battlefield, we attacked the 
Prek Dambok Township. On the Moung-Pursat battle- 
field, we attacked the Boeng Khna Township in Bakan 
District and mined two Vietnamese trains. 


On the Kompong Som battlefield, we attacked the Boeng 
Ta Prom Township. In Tuk Meas District on the Kam- 
pot battlefield, we attacked the Pou Khleang township. 
On the Route 4 battlefield, we ambushed a Soviet 
adviser’s car leaving Kompong Som for Phnom Penh, 
killing four Soviet advisers and two Vietnamese officials 
from Phnor: Penh. 


This is the success of our National Army in more than a 
month’s tinie. Based on these victories, our National 
Army is determined to continue cooperating with the 
Cambodian people and patriotic Cambodian soldiers 
and officials to attack the Vietnamese more vigorously. 
These attacks are intended to inflict setbacks on them, 
forcing them into a total and complete impasse that they 
can no longer endure. The Vietnamese will then be 
compelled to withdraw all their aggressor troops from 
Cambodia in accordance with resolutions of the past 
nine UN General Assembly sessions. 


Laos 


Thai Media Criticize Foreign Affairs Officials 
BK161212 Vientiane KPL in English 
0910 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 16 (KPL)}—“SIAM RAT”, a 
Thai newspaper on February 25, 1988 issued an article 
titled: ““Where About Is the Foreign Minister?” 


Speaking about the armed confrontation at the Thai 
Phitsanulok Province and Lao Sayaboury Province and 
the subsequent cease-fire agreement, the paper said Thai 
public wondered: “What has the Minisiry for Foreign 
Affairs been doing?” And “Where has the foreign min- 
ister been? Why hasn’t he played his role and transfered 
the role of diplomacy and negotiations to the military?” 


The newspaper went on: 
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“If we carefully review the activities of the Foreign 
Ministry, we'll find out that the ’snob™ ministry con- 
ducted a policy of observing other authorities to see what 
measure to be taken owing to the ministry’s senior 
official had made a faux pas by using unbecoming 
language in referring to the Lao ambassador. [sentence 
and quotation marks as received] “This action was 
generally criticized as improper™. 


“SIAM RAT” siressed that following such wide criti- 
cism, the Foreign Ministry completely adopts a silent 
attitude. 


Editorial Welcomes Boten Heroes, Combatants 
BK160435 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0430 GMT 13 Mar 88 


[Editorial: ““Wholeheartediy Pay Tribute to and Hail 
Heroes and Emulation Combatants for Their Success in 
the Cause of Safeguarding National Independence and 
Sovereignty in Na Bonoi canton, Boten District, Saya- 
boury Province’’] 


[Text] Today, in Vientiane—land of freedom, heroic 
land of millions of elephants of the heroic Lao nation, 
heart of the fatherland of the Lao people—a great, 
auspiciousness event took place on the grounds of the 
National Defense Ministry. A grand rally was held, in a 
joyous atmosphere, to hail the victory on Boten battle- 
field and to extend best wishes to and welcome the 
valiant heroes and eminent emulation combatants, good 
and beloved sons and nephews of the Lao people of 
various tribes who have come from the battlefield of Na 
Bonoi canton, Boten District, and Sayaboury Province. 
In the history of our Lao nation this is considered 
another event of great significance that has taken place 
since the complete liberation of the country during the 
past 12 years. 


As we know, in December 1987, a group of ill-inten- 
tioned elements in Thailand mobilized more than 
15,000 troops. equipped with modern weapons includ- 
ing artillery and air forces, to arrogantly launch attacks 
to annex Lao territory in Na Bonoi canton, Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province. The nibbling attacks 
lasted almost 2 months. But, refusing to kneel down and 
surrender and to leave their beloved land for another 
nation, the various armed forces and people in Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province, firmly grasping and pro- 
foundly understanding the new combat strategy and 
purpose of the people's war and implementing the tactics 
of using the small to defeat the big, courageously 
launched counterattacks, and systematically wiped out 
the enemy forces. Promoting and expanding the heroic 
tradition of the heroic Lao nation and heroic LPA, the 
armed forces and peopie of Boten District united as one 
and joined the fierce and furious fighting in a life-and- 
death manner throughout the 2-month period. Though 
they sacrificed lives, suffered injuries, and worked to the 
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point of exhaustion day and night, they did not give up, 
clearly understanding that there is nothing more pre- 
cious than their independence, sovereignty, and territo- 


rial integrity. 


With the lofty spirit of patriotism, our Army and people 
immediately repulsed and painfully defeated the enemy 
troops as they entered Lao territory. They could not 
overcome any stronghold of our Lao side as they expect- 
ed. As for the Army and people of Boten District, the 
longer they fought, the stronger they became. They 
securely defended their positions. Through the just fight- 
ing in self-defense during the 2-month period, there 
appeared many heroic units and individuals and out- 
standing emulation combatants serving as models in 
maintaining the spirit of heroic fighting. Among those 
named as outstanding and heroic fighters were Comrade 
Heroes Bounchan, Bounsong, Phouseua, Sonphet, and 
others. 


On this occasion of the celebration of the victory on 
Boten battlefield, our Lao Army an people would like to 
wholeheartedly pay tribute to and hail the fraternal 
people, cadres, and combatants of Boten District for 
holding aloft the banner of heroic fighting and perform- 
ing precious heroic deeds for the country. The aforesaid 
great, historic achievements and victory of the armed 
forces and people of Boten District are renowned, not 
only in the country, but throughout the world. The 
nation and people will gratefully remember in their 
hearts fovever the proud and glorious achievements of 
the heroic combatants of Boten District. 


Lei our Army and people together enhance the tradition 
of heroic fighting of the armed forces and people of 
Boten District, maintain a high vigilance against all 
schemes of the counterrevolutionaries, march forward in 
the cause of defending the country and building social- 
ism, and determinedly maintain the tradition of heroic 
fighting and the tradition of the heroic Lao nation and 
heroic Lao Army. 


Nouhak Phoumsavan Returns From SRV 
BK 160156 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] A delegation of our party and state led by Com- 
rade Nouhak Phoumsavan, Political Bureau member of 
the LPRP Central Committee and first vice chairman of 
the Council of Ministers of the LPDR, returned home by 
a special plane yesterday evening after attending the 
funeral for Comrade Pham Hung, Political Bureau mem- 
ber of the CPV Central Committee and chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the SRV, who passed away on 10 
March. The funeral ceremony was officially organized in 
Hanoi capital on the morning of 15 March. 


The delegation was welcomed at Wattai Airport by 
Comrade Phoumi Vongvichit, Political Bureau member 
of the party Central Committee, vice chairman of the 
Courcil of Ministers, acting president of the Republic, 
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and chairman of the Lao Front for National Construc- 
tion Central Committee; Comrade Phoun Sipaseut, 
Political Bureau member of the party Central Commit- 
tee, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, and 
minister of foreign affairs, Comrade Sisomphon Lovan- 
sai, Political Bureau member of the party Central Com- 
mittee and acting chairman of the SPC; Comrade Gen- 
eral Sisavat Keobounphan, Political Bureau member 
and secretary of the party Central Committee, secretary 
of the party committee and chairman of the administra- 
tive committee of Vientiane municipality; and Comrade 
Sali Vongkhamsao, Political Bureau member and secre- 
tary of the party Central Committee, vice chairman of 
the Council of Ministers, and chairman of the State 
Planning Committee; along with many members and 
alternate members of the party Central Committee, 
ministers, and deputy ministers. 


Comrade Nguyen Xuan, ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of the SRV to Laos, was also on hand to 
welcome the delegation at the airport. 


Envoys Return, Confer With Kaysone Phomvihan 
BK 161141 Vientiane KPL in English 
0904 GMT 16 Mar 88 


(fext] Vientiane, March 16 (KPL}—Kaysone Phomvi- 
han, general secretary of the LPRP CC, chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, yesterday had a discussion here 
with Lao diplomats abroad. The diplomats are being 
called back to attend a conference, the 4th of its kind 
especially organised for them. 


Many issues pertaining to diplomatic and foreign affairs 
work were discussed in depth between the general secre- 
tary and the dipiomats. Kaysone Phomvihan, on the 
other hand, urged them to strive to materialise the 
resolution of the Sth plenum of the party CC (4th 


congress). 


The talk was attended by Phoun Sipaseut, Politburo 
member of the LPRP CC, vice-chairman of the Council 
Ministers, and minister for foreign affairs. 


The Lao PDR has established diplomatic relations with 
sixty-eight countries—having embassies in twenty coun- 
tries—and there are twenty-five foreign embassies in 
Vientiane. 


Sali V Speaks at Management Parley 
BK161154 Vientiane KPL in English 
0907 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 16 (KPL)}—The second nation- 
wide conference to assess the results of the implementa. 


tion of the new economic management was successfully 
closed here on March 15. 
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The two week conference was attended by more than 600 
delegates representing 155 autonomous enterprises in 
Vientiane, Savannakhet, Champassak, Houa Phan, 
Xieng Khouang and Bolikhamsai Provinces. 


Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary of the LPRP CC, 
and chairman of the Council of Ministers, listened to 
reports of some enterprises and addressed participants 
during which he pointed good points and shor’->mings 
of enterprises and how to best overcome the latter. 


Speaking at the closing ceremony Sali Vongkhamsao, 
chairman of the Central Guiding Committee for Trans- 
ferring Autonomy in Production to Economic Bases 
hailed the success of the conference. Fourty seven 
reports were presented by representatives of economic 
bases. The reports dealt with the efforts to materialise 
the new mechanism in economic managements as 
spelled out in the resolution of the 5th Plenum of the 
party CC 4th congress. In this connection, he pointed out 
that there was a need to distinguish between role of 
economic management and role of business manage- 
ment. He also urged the participants to further the spirit 
of the conference down to the grassroots. 


Philippines 


Interviewed on U.S. Bases Issue 
HK 141155 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
14 Mar 88 pp 1, 7 


[“Excerpts” of interview with Foreign Secretary Raul 
Manglapus by JIJI PRESS and transmitted by Philippine 
News and Features; date and place not given] 


[Text] Q: The presence of the U.S. bases here has not 
only affected the Philippines economically and political- 
ly, but culturally. Would you comment on this? 


A: The presence of these facilities here is obviously an 
irritant because they generate unpleasant debates and 
even polarization among our people. Because of this 
emotional and political impact of these bases, we are 
paying a very high price, not quantifiable in dollars and 
cents. 


We are the only country in the world that ever was a 
major colony of the United States. The continued mili- 
tary presence of the United States here creates problems 
that are more acute than the presence of the U.S. in 
Europe. We have problems here of identity, of the 
continuation of the mentality of dependence which the 
Germans, the Italians, and the Greeks don't have in 
relation to the United States because they were never a 
colony. 


So, the presence of the U.S. bases here is a far more 
emotional and far more divisive issue to us than it is to 
anyone. 
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Q: Please comment on the assertion of some quarters 
that U.S. military assistance has strengthened only the 
Constabulary and the Army, which means the Philip- 
pines is prepared only for internal defense, and therefore 
must depend on the U.S. bases for external defense. 


A: Secretary Fidel Ramos himself said on several occa- 
sions while he was still the chief of staff that the 
Philippines is in no danger of external attack, that the 
U.S. bases are not useful (even) for external defense. 


They are not useful against the New People’s Army 
(NPA), the (autonomy-seeking) Moro National Libera- 
tion Front (MNLF) or against coup (plotters). 


He did concede the possibility that the bases might be of 
use in regional strategy, that is to say the defense of some 
sensitive positions in Southeast Asia. 


« 


The problem with that position is even if the U.S. alleges 
that the bases are here for the region, the region does not 
publicly want to accept them as guardians of regional 
defense. Only PM [Prime Minister] Lee Kuan Yew made 
a positive statement a few months ago on this, before the 
ASEAN meeting, but even then, Singapore was not really 
offering to share in the political responsibility for the 
U.S. facilities. 


No other country would like to come up and support this 
idea for the Philippines. The only way we can judge 
regional acceptance of these facilities is by public state- 
ments. We can’t go by alleged, secret, or quiet assertions. 


Q: There were comments that you wanted an ASEAN 
consensus for the sake of the U.S. 


A: I was not regionalizing the concept. It was the 
Americans who were alleging that they are here for the 
region. All I was looking for was some position on the 
part of the countries which, according to the U‘S., 
wanted the bases to stay. 


Not one of them wanted that. Now we can tell the U.S., 
it looks like your pcsition that you are here for the region 
is not appreciatec. 


We (the Filipinos) are a little lonely. We seem to be the 
only ones that are willing to host the bases, though not 
for ourselves. Of course, the aid package that comes with 
the presence of the U.S. bases here is useful. But there are 
other countries that receive military aid even if they 
don’t host the bases. 


Q: Please comment on the bills presented in the House 
which are asking for higher compensation for continued 
U.S. access to the bases here. 


A: I personally do not find their figures unrealistic, given 
the value to the US. of the bases. 
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Q: Isn’t it unrealistic for the Philippines to expect a big 
increase in the payment for the bases considering the big 
defense cut in the U.S. budget? 


A: It’s not surprising that an American should say that. 
They'd like to pay us as little as possible. I don’t think 
some Americans realize the extent of the advantages 
these bases are given to the U.S. in terms of their global 
strategy. We don’t know of any set of bases that appear to 
be as (pivotal) to pushing the global strategy of the U.S. 
as these facilities. 


Q: Can’t the Philippines ask for military assistance from 
the U.S. even if it stops hosting the bases here? 


A: The U.S. renders military assistance to countries that 
do not host bases which in quantity and quality exceed 
what is given the Philippines. I am referring mostly to 
Egypt and Israel. 


Q: Kindly comment on the statement of former Foreign 
Affairs Minister Arturo Tolentino that the ratification of 
the 1987 Constitution already insures the implementa- 
tion of its anti-nuclear provision, which in effect is a 
sanction for abrogation of the bases agreement. 


A: The Department of Foreign Affairs believes the 1987 
Constitution has to be obeyed. We are against the 
stationing of nuclear missiles in Philippine territory. But 
we are not the final arbiter of legal opinion on the scope 
of the Constitutional provision. 


Q: Can the Philippines follow the Spanish type of 
agreement it has with the U.S. regarding the presence of 
the bases in Spain? 


A: In the Spanish formula, no nuclear weapons are 
allowed on Spanish soil. No nuclear weapons are allowed 
to fly over Spanish airspace, but certain visits by nuclear- 
bearing ships are allowed, with the permission of the 
Spanish government. 


Q: How do the anti-nuclear bills pending in the Senate 
compare with the anti-nuclear formula of New Zealand? 


A: My impression is that both Senators (Wigberto 
Tanada and Aquilino Pimentel) interpret the Constitu- 
tion to mean that there should be absolutely no nuclear 
weapons allowed under Philippine jurisdiction. 


Q: Will the passage of the anti-nuclear bills determine 
the fate of the U.S. bases? 


A: According to the U.S., the U.S. bases are not here for 
purposes of nuclear storage alone. There are conven- 
tional weapons there that could still be subject to discus- 
sion in connection with the bases. 


Q: Do I get the impression that the passage of the 
anti-nuclear bills into a law will not deter the possible 
retention of the U.S. bases here? 
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A: The U.S. might agree to operate these bases without 
nuclear weapons until 1991. 


Alleges Bases ‘Unnecessary’ 
HK160239 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 15 Mar 88 


{Text] Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus yesterday [15 
March] said the U.S. military bases here are unnecessary for 
our country’s defense. Mr Manglapus made his remarks to 
reporters after the new Japanese Ambassador Tsuneo 
Tanaka presented his credentials to President Corazon 
Aquino. The United States and the Philippines are expected 
to begin a review of the current bases agreement next 
month. The agreement expires in 1991. Manglapus’ remarks 
indicate that the Aquino government does not believe the 
bases are necessary for defence against an external threat, 
and therefore the United States should provide considerably 
more financial compensation if it wants to retain them. 
Manglapus added the Philippine military does not believe 
the country faces a serious external threat and that the bases 
are irrelevant in combatting internal Muslim and commu- 
nist insurgencies. 


Discusses ‘Rent’ Package 
HK160731 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
16 Mar 88 p 8 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus yester- 
day said the amount of compensation that Government 
will ask for the use of Philippine bases will hinge on the 
needs of the military and on the relative amounts 
received by other host countries. 


At the same time, the bases may be used as leverage to 
get American creditor banks to restructure Philippine 
foreign debt. 


Government is definitely negotiating for an increase in 
the economic compensation package, which Sec. Man- 
glapus has categorically classified as “rent,” not “aid.” 


The negotiations, originally scheduled for the last week of 
March, has been postponed to April 5, after the Holy Week. 
The Department of Foreign Affairs [DFA] said the review 
had to be postponed because Mr. Manglapus would be busy 
attending to Government’s problems with the Moro 
National Liberation Front at the Organization of Islamic 
Conference meeting, which kicks off March 21. 


Observers, however, maintain that the real reason is to 
give Congress time to act on the bills banning nuclear 
weapons. Approval or rejection of the bill is likely to be 
a deciding factor in the negotiations. 


The joint executive-legislative preparatory committee, 
which met yesterday, has so far discussed only the 
framework and the reasoning to be used when the two 
panels start to haggle. Actual target figures have not been 
mentioned, Sec. Manglapus said. 
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Asked if the $i billion annual rental payment, proposed 
by Asset Privatization Trust chief executive trustee 
David Sycip, was “realistic,” he said, “All kinds of 
suggestions at this point, so long as they are higher than 
the present level, will be realistic.” 


Even as the committee has rejected the Mexican debt relief 
model as a formula for Government’s compensation, he said 
debt restructuring is one of the considerations. 


“Yes,” he affirmed, “because it is a national need. We 
are going to consider all needs. The U.S. recognizes the 
situation that we find ourselves in. They'll be open- 
minded, I hope, in hearing our position.” 


He stressed that these considerations are applicable only 
to 1990-1991, the remainder of the present agreement’s 
duration after negotiations are concluded. Terms and 
conditions for the possible extension of the agreement 
after 1991 will have to be negotiated anew. 


The mini-Marshall plan has nothing to do with the bases, 
Sec. Manglapus said. The two issues should be “di- 
vorced,”’ he said, emphasizing that this will not even be 
brought up during the review. 


Meanwhile, Sec. Manglapus said the executive branch 
will be represented by officials from four departments, 
namely, the departments of finance, defence, justice and 
foreign affairs. 


As to who will represent each office is not yet definite as 
matters of protocol still have to be studied. The DFA has 
learned that the American panel will be composed of 
middle-level officials, so the Philippine panel must be 
comprised also of middle-level officials, possibly assis- 
tant department secretaries. 


Aquino Said Considering Anti-Bases Stand 
HK151451 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 13 Mar 88 p 12 


[From “Inside Malacanang” column by Malou 
Mangahas: “Cory Considering Anti-Bases Position?”’] 


[Text] Leaders of the foreign affairs committees of the 
Senate and House of Representatives met over lunch 
Tuesday with Mrs Aquino and Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Raul Manglapus. They reached the consensus that the 
Executive and Legislative branches must consolidate 
their positions on the review of the RP [Republic of the 
Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases Agreement. Two things 
intimated how seriously Mrs Aquino is studying the 
merits of various options on the issue, but particularly, 
the nationalist lobby for the bases pullout. 


Senate president Jovito Salonga brought Sen. Wigberto 
“Bobby” Tanada to the meeting, advising Mrs Aquino 
that the son of the eminent Sen. Lorenzo M. Tanada 
“represents the nationalist bloc.”” Mrs Aquino replied by 


FBIS-EAS-88-051 
16 March 1988 


telling her guests: “I disagree. Bobby is not the only 
nationalist here. ’’That’s right, Mrs President, dumarami 
na ho tayo [we are gaining in numbers], Bobby 
returned. 


A second surprise were copies of the open letter of the 
Jose W. Diokno Foundation that Mrs Aquino herself 
circulated to her luncheon guests. The letter dated Feb 
27 was sent to the Palace on the occasion of the first 
death anniversary of the anti-bases statesman, who was a 
close friend and confidante of Mrs Aquino before power 
beckoned. 


It urged her to issue a declaration “that these bases shall 
not be renewed beyond their date of expiry in 1991 and 
that the Philippine and U.S. governments should accord- 
ingly take the steps necessary to ensure their complete 
dismantlement by then.” 


What motivated Mrs Aquino to distribute copies of the 
clearly partisan letter? The luncheon guests could not say 
why. 


The mystery does not end there. Last Thursday, Mrs 
Aquino summoned to the Palace officials of the Diokno 
Foundation, including the senator’s widow, Carmen, 
Economist Alejandro Lichauco, Constitutional Commis- 
sioner Ed Garcia, and former Human Rights Committee 
secretary, Antonio Quintos. Foundation chairman and 
former Justice Jose Reyes failed to attend. 


After an hour’s discourse on the bases, the foundation 
officials seemed to have gotten some assurance from the 
President, Ed Garcia tells why: “What is important here 
is that the President is listening to all forces and all 
opinions on that question. I think this is a sign that we 
are seriously rethinking our positions, that it is not status 
quo at least.” At best, Garcia reckons that the meeting 
was “an effort to advance.” 


Antinuclear Bill Put Before Senate 
HK 160329 Quezon City Resyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0300 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Senators Wigberto Tanada and Aquilino Pimentel 
today will present a joint proposal on the country’s 
nuclear arms ban. They are putting forth a Freedom 
from Nuclear Weapons Act which will include provi- 
sions from three anti-nuclear arms proposals already in 
the Senate. The new bill will include the conditions 
stipulated in Senate Bills No 66, 67, and 216. The first 
two bills prohibit the production, storage, and use of 
nuclear weapons in the country, while the latter calls for 
the establishment of a nuclear monitoring commission. 


In a related report, Director of the Nuclear Research 
Institute of the Philippines, Quirino Navarro, told the 
Senate that the country does not have the capability to 
check on the presence of nuclear weapons. Navarro’s 
contention that there is no one in tt 2 Philippines capable 
of identifying nuclear material was confirmed by Dr 
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Francisco Arcellana Jr, head of the National Organiza- 
tion Against Nuclear Power and Weapons, also known as 
the No Nukes Association. Arcellana urged the govern- 
ment to hire foreign consultants if it wishes to confirm 
the presence of nuclear weapons in the country. 


31 Rebels, 8 Soldiers Killed in Negros 
HK160255 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] After having been caught off guard by the NPA at 
Camp Placido Alcejo, government troops retaliated with 
a series of attacks, killing 31 rebels as of yesterday [15 
March]. On the government side, eight troopers and two 
civilians were killed in an operation code-named “‘Oplan 
Bilisan” [“‘Speed Up”] which was launched after some 
200 NPA’s disguised as soldiers attacked the camp in 
Nagbagang which was defended by only 15 soldiers and 
10 civilians. 


In a belated military report Colonel Samuel Tomas said 
the encounter started at 4:30 pm last February 28 and 
lasted up to 6:30 pm, when government forces regained 
control of the camp. 


5 Rebels Killed in Masbate NPA Camp Raid 
HK161317 Hong Kong AFP in English 1252 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 16 (AFP)}—Five suspected com- 
munist guerrillas were killed and nine wounded in a raid 
by security forces on a rebel camp in the central Philip- 
pines, military officials said Wednesday. 


A constable was wounded in the 45-minute gunbattle 
Tuesday between a combined force of paramilitary Con- 
stabulary and police raided the New People’s Army 
(NPA) camp in the central island of Masbate, they 
added. [sentence as received] 


Five suspected NPA men were killed and nine wounded 
and the 50-strong contingent in the camp later aban- 
doned it, the officials in the nearby city of Legazpi said. 


The Philippine Congress Wednesday confirmed the 
nomination of General Renato de Villa as Armed Forces 
chief, ending a dispute on his eligibility, officials said. 


The confirmation allows Gen. de Villa, who under the 
law was supposed to retire next month, to serve as chief 
of staff, the third in the line of command after Mrs. 
Aquino, the commander-in-chief, and Defense Secretary 
Fidel Ramos. 


Some legislators had blocked the general's confirmation, 
saying it would demoralize junior officers whose promo- 
tion would be blocked by the extension of his military 
service. 
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Mr. Ramos said Wednesday the Constabulary, a 40,000- 
strong military unit which also performs police func- 
tions, would be phased out and its members given the 
Option to join the mainstream military or the police. 


Mr. Ramos told reporters after a cabinet meeting that 
there was only one policeman per 1,100 people, way 
below the ideal of one policeman to 500 civilians. If 90 
per cent of the Constabulary joined the police, the ratio 
would still be only one to 600. 


Japan, Hong Kong and Singapore have one policeman to 
200 people yet they “do not have the insurgency prob- 
lems, the secession problems, and the firearms problems 
that we have,” he added. 


Manila is fighting a 19-year-old communist rebellion and 
a Moslem separatist campaign in the south. 


Military Says Mindoro Next NPA Target 
HK160729 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 16 Mar 88 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Communist rebels have turned to Mindoro island 
as their next target, AFP [Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines] authorities said yesterday. 


Col. Oscar M. Florendo, AFP spokesman, said the recent 
raids in the island are proof that the rebels are now 
“developing” the island as their next major target. 


Although the level of violence in Mindoro is still lower 
than the national average, Florendo said, the recent raids 
show an intensification of the rebels activities in the 
island. 


AFP records show that since September last year, there 
have been a total of 33 major incidents in the island 
including five raids against military and police installa- 
tions and civilian targets. 


The rebels seized 36 high powered firearms in the raids 
and wounded three troopers. No casualties or firearms 
losses were reported on the rebel side in the five raids. 


Florendo said the launching of rebel raids in Mindoro 
may be a “diversionary” effort to draw away military 
forces from the Bicol region and Bondoc Peninsula in 
Quezon. 


Rebel forces were recently reported to be “hard pressed” 
by the heavy military presence in the areas. 


A military intelligence analyst confirmed that the rebels 
are “developing” Mindoro to be a new sanctuary. 


The analyst, who refused identification, told the GLOBE 
military commanders in the area “failed to foresee” the 
upsurge of New People’s Army activities in the area. 
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“They (military commanders in Mindoro) just sat there, 
not believing that the island would become the next NPA 
target,” the analyst said. 


Florendo said, however that, while the NPA is intensi- 
fying its activities in the island, including united front 
build up by the Communisi Party of the Philippines, “it 
will be very difficult for them to hold the island.” 


Florendo did not elaborate. 


Among the major insurgency-related incidents in Min- 
doro island include: 


—The raid on the Abra de Ilog, Mindoro Occidental 
police station by some 100 rebels, resulting to the loss of 
six M-16 rifles, one caliber .45 pistol, one caliber .380 
pistol, one rifle grenade, one two-way radio set and some 
1,000 bullets by government forces last March 5. 


—The ambush of PC soldiers, also at Abra de Ilog, last 
March 6, which resulted to the killing of five troopers, 
including an officer, the wounding of 17 others and the 
loss of 14 M-16 rifles, two M-14 rifles, a caliber .30 
machinegun with spare barrel and bullets. 


—The raid on the Sablayan, Mindoro Occidental PC 
detachment last January 31, resulting in the wounding of 
a soldier and a militiaman and the loss of one M-30 
caliber .30 machinegun, two M-14 rifles, eight M-16 
Armalite rifles, one two-way radio set, two locally made 
hand-held radios, two typewriters, bullets and personal 
belongings of the troops. 


—The November 23 simultaneous raids against the 
Roxas, Mindoro Oriental PC detachment and police 
station, which resulted to the loss of nine M-16 rifles, 
undetermined number of short firearms, two radio sets, 
office equipment and undetermined amount of cash. In 
addition, the offices of the mayor and the municipal 
treasurer were ransacked. 


NPA Claims Urban Guerilla War Ability 
HK161219 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] The Alex Boncayao Brigade [ABB], or the NPA 
Sparrow unit, today said that it is very capable of 
launching a guerilla war in the country’s capital cities, 
including Metro Manila. In an issue of the rebel publi- 
cation ANG PARTISANO [THE PARTISAN], ABB 
spokesman Arnel Sandoval said the government’s coun- 
terinsurgency program is a failure because it is unable to 
prevent the expansion of the armed communist move- 
ment in the country. 
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NDF Announces Cagayan “Land Reform’ 
HK161125 Manila MANILA STANDARD in English 
15 Mar 88 pp 1, 7 


[By Joel Saracho] 


[Text] The underground National Democratic Front is 
dead set to beat the Aquino government in the imple- 
mentation of agrarian reform. 


The NDF-Vizcaya-Quirino Council early this month 
issued a memorandum circular “declaring all properties 
of despotic landlords and comprador bourgeois in Nueva 
Vizcaya and Quirino provinces as land reform areas.” 


A copy of the memorandum was obtained by STAN- 
DARD through sources in the underground. 


The memorandum was signed by Teddy S. Manuel, 
chairman of the NDF-VQ; [Viscaya-Quirino], Sierra F. 
Agustin, acting chairman of the Pambansang Katipunan 
ng Magbubukid [National Association of Peasants] 
(PKM), the underground mass organization of peasants; 
and Armando Asuncion, vice commander of the New 
People’s Army-Venerando Villacillo Command. 


The memorandum said the declaration is in line with the 
provincial council’s program for 1987-89 “‘as ratified by 
its first conference in Sept. 12, 1987.” 


The memorandum categorically pinpointed its targets for 
land confiscation. Among those mentioned were the prop- 
erties of Carlos Padilla, Gerardo Tacayo, Osias Cadiente, 
Rosendo Dulay, Richard Puzon, Tainge Lucas, Alfonso 
Lim, Judge Sulio, Doctor Sulio, Junie Cua, Orlando Dulay 
and Maj. Gen. Ramon Montano, PC chief. 


Last month, the Venerando Villacillo Command owned the 
punitive action meted out against Benjamin Cuaresma and 
Patricio Dumlao, both landlords in the target list. In a 
separate statement, the NDF said some 1,500 families 
benefitted from the properties confiscated from the two. 


The memorandum was complete with its implementing 
guidelines, taxation system and criteria for distribution. 


In the manner of remuneration, two percent of confis- 
cated lands will be granted to the NDF provincial 
council for its various projects; 8 percent to families of 
martyrs and fulltime NDF and NPA members; five 
percent to peasant organization for its cooperatives and 
livelihood undertakings; and 85 percent to be distributed 
“among the participants based on the number of depen- 
dents and the capacity to till the land.” 


Of goods confiscated during the operation, 75 percent will 
be distributed among the participants based on the number 
of dependents while the remaining 25 percent will be 
divided to the NPA (10 percent), NDF-VQ (two percent), 
families of martyrs and full time members of NPA and NDF 
(8 percent) and organizations (five percent). 
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The properties will, however, be taxed (aside from the 
two percent direct share of the NDF-VQ.“ The scheme 
provided for in the memorandum will be as follows: 


—poor farmers—two percent of net annual income; 
—middle farmers—three percent of net annual income; 
—rich farmers—S percent of net annual income; and 
—cooperatives—7 percent. 


There is also a proviso for a 10 to 25 percent of net 
annual income to be collected from “businessmen will- 
ing to cooperate with the federation.” 


The NDF’s agrarian revolution program also recognizes 
the right of farmers who initiated their own land occu- 
pation earlier by issuing certificates. 


The federation, however, clarified that the land issued 
could not be rented or tenant worked. 


This is the second time an underground organization 
came out to claim land confiscation. Last month, the 
PKM in Nueva Ecija told newsmen in a press conference 
that revolutionary forces confiscated some 600 hectares 
of idle lands and plantations in Central Luzon. 


Likewise, confrontation with landlords yielded a reduc- 
tion in land rent from 25-30 cavans per hectare to four 
cavans. Loan rates were reduced from 35-40 percent per 
harvest season to as low as 20-25 percent. 


The rebel group also claimed victory for the reduction in 
rental of farm equipment by 20 percent and the increase 
in wages of farmworkers from P12 a day to P35. 


In a statement accompanying the memorandum, the NDF- 
VQ said these action are necessary to deny the landlords and 
the reactionary forces of their material base. 


Communists Said Seeking ‘Closer’ Soviet Ties 
HK161109 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
15 Mar 88 pp 6, 21 


[From column by Jesus Bigornia] 


[Text] In what is considered here as a further proof of 
local communists’ bid for closer ties to the Soviets, the 
January issue of ANG BAYAN [THE NATION], the 
underground magazine of the outlawed Communist 
Party of the Philippines [CPP], carried an article on the 
CPP/National Democratic Front’s “solidarity” with the 
Communist Party of France. The article noted that the 
front’s international representative, Luis Jalandoni, 
attended the 26th congress of the French Communist 
party in early December last year. 
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In greeting the French communists, Jalandoni said: “As 
we continue with determination our life and death 
struggle against U.S. imperialism and local reactionaries, 
we deeply appreciate your consistent political and moral 
support for our national liberation struggle, for the NDF, 
our New People’s Army and other patriotic organiza- 
tions.”” The ANG BAYAN article points out that Soviet 
representatives from the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, the East German Communist party, Nicaraguan 
communists, the Palestine Liberation Organization and 
over 120 delegates from communist parties and libera- 
tion movements attended the French congress. 


The report confirms suspicions here that the local party 
is seeking close ties with the Soviet party through rela- 
tionships with key European communist parties. It is 
well known that the Communist Party of France is 
among the staunchest supporters of the Soviet line in 
Western Europe and has excellent channels to the highest 
echelons of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 
At a time when western European Governments and 
citizens should be supporting President Aquino and 
Filipinos in their effort to build democracy and speed up 
economic recovery, it is disheartening to note that 
Europe’s communist parties are sponsoring the CPP’s 
introduction to the Soviets. As in the cases of the 
Nicaraguans, Cuban and Vietnamese revolutions, such 
contacts can only lead to one inevitable conciusion--— 
domination of the Philippine communist movement Cy 
Moscow. 


MNLF To Create Alternate Commission 
HK160907 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 16 Mar 88 pp 1,8 


[By Roy S. de Guzman with reports by Mario Feliciano 
and Serafin Ramos] 


[Text] The separatist Moro National Liberation Front 
yesterday said it will form its own Regional Consultative 
Commission (RCC) in two months. 


in Zamboanga City, meanwhile, the city council has 
opposed the move to hold the RCC sessions in that city. 
A council resolution urged President Aquino to hold the 
sessions on “neutral grounds.” 


In General Santos City, Otto Salem, MNLF chief for 
South Cotabato, warned soldiers not to provoke the 
rebels during their observance of the founding anniver- 
sary of the MNLF on March 18. He also denied reports 
that the MNLF plans to wage a terror campaign while 
tourists will be visiting that city for the total solar eclipse. 


Ustadz Zain Jali MNLF civilian coordinator, told the 
INQUIRER his group envisions the “alternative” com- 
mission to be an effective vehicle in promoting peace, 
and averting war in the South. He claimed having talked 
to a number of senators and congressmen “who said they 
disagreed with the government’s peace thrust and are 
backing the MNLF’s position on the autonomy issue.” 
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Jali, considered the most trusted aide of MNLF chairman 
Nur Misuari, said the alternative commission will deter- 
mine the powers and scope of the Bangsa Moro [Moro 
Homeland] autonomous region and submit its report to 
Congress, the MNLF hierarchy and the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), the pan-Islamic body in which 
the MNLF is seeking membership. 


“All the sectors will be represented. The alternative 
commission will be a popular congress of people com- 
mitted to fight for a real Mindanao autonomy. But 
unlike the government, we will not pay our commission- 
ers,” Jali said. 


The President presented Monday to the Commission on 
Appointments the list of the 50-man RCC, a constitu- 
tional commission which will draft with Congress an 
organic act for Muslim Mindanao autonomy. 


The MNLF and its two other factions, the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front and the MNLF-Reformist Group, have 
also rejected the RCC. They are demanding that Mus- 
lims be given self-rule over 13 provinces in the South 
with a predominantly Muslim population. 


Among those appointed to the RCC are former top-ranking 
leaders of the MNLF, including one who is allegedly even the 
present MNLF military commander in Sulu. 


But Jali said these ex-rebels cannot in any way speak for 
the MNLF or its two other allied factions. 


Another rebel personality, lawyer Macapanton Abbas of 
the MNLF-Reformist Group, criticized those in the 
RCC and said he finds them incompetent to do the job 
required of an RCC member. Hadji Limpasan Idjirani of 
the Muslim Democratic Party said Muslims—the Presi- 
dent said 25 of her 50 appointees are Muslims—were 
named only to “deodorize” the RCC and insists the 
commission remains “like all the government instii ; 
tions, elitist in character.” 


The President can still appoint five more RCC members 
and sources told the INQUIRER that Speaker Ramon V. 
Mitra is lobbying that Bangsa Moro Islamic Party 
{[BMIP] chairman Firdausi Abbas and four other Moro 
leaders be named to the body. 


Abbas had earlier said the BMIP will join the RCC 
provided its members are elected, not appointed. But the 
BMIP chairman, a defeated senatorial candidate, alleg- 
edly had a change of heart and was quoted by a close aide 
as saying that “we can still do something to save the 
Tripoli Agreement.” 


Jali said the members of the MNLF’s “consultative 
congress” will come from the various sectors, and 
include Christian religious leaders, politicians, business- 
men, educators, lawyers and representatives of the major 
ethnic communities in the South. 


FBIS-EAS-88-051 
16 March 1988 


“It will definitely be smaller than the RCC, and we 
believe it can finish its work way ahead of this govern- 
ment body,” Jali said. 


The MNLF spiritual adviser—who also holds the title 
sharif, or “descendant of the Prophet Mohammed”’—has 
earlier warned Muslims who are backing the govern- 
ment’s peace drive that they face the possibility of being 
ostracized by the Islamic community. 


Jali imposed the juridical decision fatwa [formal Islamic 
legal opinion] on all those who joined the RCC and 
explained that once the community meets and decides 
that the person concerned has become a traitor to the 
Islamic cause, he will be immediately ostracized by 
fellow Muslims. 


He said the alternative congress to be created by the 
MNLF will work in the open and not underground. “I 
came here precisely to help ease the tension between the 
MNLF and the Philippine government. It is not our 
intention to wage war in Mindanao. We want to fight for 
our rights not through the force of arms, as much as 
possible, but politically.” 


Jali said part of this new political strategy of the MNLF, 
aside from the alternative congress, is applying for 
membership with the OIC. He did not say how the 
MNLF can be accepted in the OIC when it has not 
applied for membership and simply said: “We will see 
after March 25. You and the rest of the country will see. 
Just watch out.” 


Jali also said the MNLF remains open to renegotiations 
but reiterated this should be held under OIC auspices. 


In its resolution opposing the holding of RCC sessions in 
Zamboanga City, the council said the city’s peace and order 
situation might be affected. The council noted the vehement 
opposition of the separatist groups to the RCC. 


Ms Ma Clara Lobregat, the city’s representative to the 
House of Representatives, Suggested that the RCC ses- 
sions be held in Manila. 


But others disagreed. Asscinblyman Sagga Ismael of the 
Regional Autonomous Legislative Assembly said the 
holding of the sessions in the city would enable the 
people of Mindanao to listen to the deliberations on the 
organic charter of the autonomous region. 


Muslim Regional Commission Nominee Ambushed 
HK160141 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] A newly made member of the Regional Consulta- 
tive Commission [RCC] for Mindanao was ambushed 
and seriously wounded by unidentified men in front of 
the Lantaka Hotel in Zamboanga City Monday. Dam- 
bung Sali is a Moro National Liberation Front rebel 
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returnee and was one of the Muslim leaders nominated 
by President Aquino to the RCC. His companion, whose 
identity was not immediately known, was killed on the 


spot. 


MNLF Said Planning Attacks on 18 March 
HK160955 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] On reported plans of the MNLF to create trouble 
on 18 March, alleged to be the anniversary of the MNLF, 
Brigadier General Jesus Hermosa, deputy chief of oper- 
ations for Central Mindanao and Recom [Regional 
Command] chief, said that the alleged plan has been 
confirmed by intelligence reports. 


He said that during the last week of February and the first 
week of March, the military monitored the arrival in Central 
Mindanao of MNLF forces, including satellite commands and 
national security commands of the MNLF. 


Gen Hermosa also explained that 18 March was not 
really the anniversary of the MNLF. Instead, the MNLF 
rebels observe on this day the Jabidah massacre, which 
occurred in the seventies. 


Gen Hermosa also announced that, based on their intel- 
ligence reports, the MNLF would launch attacks on 
Friday to commemorate the anniversary of the Jabidah 
massacre and that the rebels would also raise the flag of 
the Bangsa Moro [Moro Homeland] republic on this day. 


Spokeman Says Attacks Not Planned 
HK161211 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos has already 
received an assurance from the MNLF that it will not 
launch any attacks in the following days. Ramos 
announced in a news conference that the assurance came 
from MNLF spokesman Ibrahim-Uy, who said that the 
best way for the MNLF to be admitted to the Organiza- 
tion of Islamic Conference is the development of Min- 
danao through peaceful means. 


Muslim Senator Urges MNLF To Avoid Violence 
HK160151 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0100 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Senator Mamintal Tamano has called on his 
compatriots in Mindanao not to resort to violence 
because he said those killed would be fellow Filipinos. 
Tamano made the appeal in the wake of reported tension 
in the region and rumors that the rebels would mount an 
attack on March 18. 
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[Begin Tamano recording in English] I think there are 
some small groups who will create disturbances just to 
call attention to themselves, but I hope the leadership of 
the MNLF will not issue an order calling on their troops 
to wage war against the Philippine Government. [end 
recording] 


Muslim Governor Doubts MNLF Success 
HK160243 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Text] Maguindanao Governor Zacarias Candao, former 
MNLF leader and ex-technical assistant to Nur Misuari 
during the Tripoli talks, dcubts whether the MNLF’s bid 
for recognition by the Islamic Conference Organization 
would succeed. In an interview with newsmen covering 
defense (?talks) being started at Camp Aguinaldo, Can- 
dao said the MNLF wants to be on the same level as the 
Palestine Liberation Organization. Candao thinks the 
PLO and the MNLF are two different things: 


[Begin recording] In the Organization of Islamic Confer- 
ence, I don’t think that it will be [words indistinct] if they 
created any trouble before. The subject of their member- 
ship will be taken up [words indistinct] because the 
Islamic Conference is a peaceful organization. [end 
recording] 


Governor Candao expects to travel to the Middle East 
shortly to draw up support for his Shariyah college and to 
explain the current situation in Mindanao, including the 
government's efforts to implement the autonomy provi- 
sion of the Constitution in the south. 


Aquino Willing To Talks With Muslim Leaders 
HK 160501 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] President Aquino said today that she is prepared 
to talk with Muslim leaders, including the MNLF, to 
resolve the Mindanao problem. However, the president 
said that she has not received such a request from any 
sectors in Mindanao. 


According to the chief executive she would first like to 
know the scope of talks, adding that the initiative will 
have to come from the other side. The president made 
these remarks at the ongoing cabinet meeting. 


De Villa, Deputy Appointments Confirmed 
HK 160633 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0600 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] The Commission on Appointments today con- 
firmed the nominations of Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines Chief of Staff General Renato de Villa and Vice 
Chief of Staff Eduardo Ermita. 


Here is Jojo Ismael with the details: 


ae —_— — 
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[Begin recording] The promotions of 11 new generals 
and two colonels in the Armed Forces were confirmed. 


Meanwhile, the Constitutional Commission Committee 
headed by Senator Edgardo Angara also recommended the 
confirmation of 10 nominees to the Regional Consultative 
Commission, but the Commission on Appointments acted 
only on 9 of the nominations as the 10th nominee, Rakiin 
Uiapasaira, allegedly faces charges filed by Representative 
Abdullah Dimaporo who claims that Umpasaira does not 
come from Lanao del Norte and thus has no right to 
represent the province. [end recording] 


Expert Identifies Aquino Trial Tape Voices 
HK161233 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Voices heard on Sandra Burton’s tape recorder, 
recorded on the day former senator Benigno Aquino Jr 
was assassinated in 1983, have been identified. In the 
retrial of the Aquino-Galman double-murder case this 
morning, Japanese voice expert Matsumi Suzuki said 
that voices identified included those of Sergeant Claro 
Lat, First Lieutenant Jesus Castro, and Sergeant Romeo 
Lanzaga. It was Lat who allegedly said: Ako na, ako na [I 
will do it, I will do it}; while Castro said: Pusila, pusila 
[Shoot, shoot]. The other voice has been identified as 
belonging to Sergeant Lanzaga. 


Meanwhile, Matsumi Suzuki also said that the gunshot 
heard on the voice tape comes from a .45-caliber gun. 
The gunshot was heard while the former senator was 
allegedly somewhere between the | Ith and 16th steps of 
the MIA [Manila International Airport] PAL [Philippine 
Airlines] stuircase. 


Evacuation of Filipinos From Iran Begins 
HK161009 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
16 Mar 88 pp 1, 18 


{By Romy V. Mapile} 


{Text} The Philippine embassy in Tehran, Iran, starts 
today its evacuation of Filipino employees and workers 
from the Islamic Republic and other border cities as the 
Iran-Iraq war worsened into a massive exchange of 
missiles. 


The Philippine embassy in Baghdad, Iraq, was also 
alerted by the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) to 
be ready to implement the evacuation plan for 5,000 
Filipino workers there when it becomes necessary. 


Iraq resumed firing surface-to-surface missiles at Iran 
last Sunday night, ending an unofficial two-day truce 
between the two Gulf countries. 


In retaliation, Iran fired its surface-to-surface missiles at 
Baghdad and the southeast Iraqi port of Um Qasr. 
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On the evacuation plan for Iran, Ambassador Surotani 
Usodan told the DFA that it is evacuating 65 Filipino 
workers based in Tehran, 35 members of their families, 
50 Filipino women married to Iranians, and their chil- 
dren. 


Usodan said he plans to send the Filipinos to Turkey, 
Pakistan, and other safe places. 


Meanwhile, the DFA instructed the Philippine embas- 
sies in Abu Dhabi and Dubayy to extend to 1 5 household 
members of the Philippine embassy in Tehran, transit 
accommodations preparatory to their evacuation to 
Manila. Diplomatic personnel will stay to man the 
embassy, Usodan said. 


In Iraq, Philippine Ambassador Akmad Sakkam told the 
DFA that he does not recommend at the moment the 
evacuation of tire embassy staff and Filipino workers. 
But he said the embassy has made preparations, such as 
identifying an evacuation center northwest of Baghdad 
which can accommodate 1,000 people “if the situation 
worsens.” 


Sakkam said that some Filipino workers have sought 
shelter at the embassy and are being given food. 


He assured them that the Philippine government is 
closely monitoring the events and will take the necessary 
steps for their safety and welfare. 


Radio Iran said that the first Iraqi missile bombardment 
killed 16 civilians and wounded 27 others. Iraq’s official 
news agency reported at least 20 civilians killed and 50 
wounded by the Iranian attacks. 


Iraq’s official IRNA New Agency said that Iranian 
troops have pushed ahead with two ground operations 
inside northeastern Iraq, where Revolutionary Guards 
battled to within 20 kilometers of the Iraqi city of 
Sulaymanieh, killing more than 1,000 Iraqi soldiers. 


Usodan said that the evacuation plan has been imple- 
mented following reports that other embassies in Tehran 
have evacuated their nations to safer places. 


Sakkam said that other diplomatic missions in Baghdad are 
beginning to evacuate their women and children, especially 
those living near economic and military installations. 


Thailand 


Sitthi To Meet Reagan 22 April in Washington 
BK160157 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
16 Mar 88 pp I, 3 


[By Pornpimol Kanchanalak in Washington] 
[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsi’a wil! meet Pres- 


ident Reagan at the White House on April 22, the Thai 
Embassy here announced yesterday. 
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An American official told the BANGKOK POST that 
ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi is among few foreign 
ministers to be granted a meeting with the US President. 
Two others are Eduard Shevardnadze of the Soviet 
Union and Shim’on Peres of Israel. 


It is believed the foreign minister will urge Mr Reagan to 
press Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev during their 
Moscow summit in May to come to terms with ASEAN 
and the US in solving the Kampuchean problem. 


Moscow recently admitted that the situation in Kampu- 
chea has been a source of constant tension in Southeast 
Asia. However, despite the conciliatory tone and ges- 
tures on the part of the Kremlin, some Thai officials 
have expressed disappointment over what they perceive 
as Moscow's seeming unwillingness to assert its influ- 
ence over Hanoi for a withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Kampuchea. 


The Kampuchean problem was reported to be a “back- 
burner” issue during the Washington superpower sum- 
mit last December. Since then, Prime Minister Prem 
Tinsulanon has made it known to the US that Thailand 
would like to see the superpowers demonstrate genuine 
concern by stepping up their roles in facilitating the 
search for a Kampuchean solution. 


The meeting between ACM Sitthi and President Reagan 
was requested by Ambassador Asa Sarasin. 


Last Friday, Mr Asa told a group of American reporters 
at the National Press Club that relations between Thai 
and US officials have recently been waning. He com- 
pared the time of his tenure in Washington with that of 
his father, Pote Sarasin, who was the ambassador in 
Washington during the late 1950s. 


“I consider my father a more effective ambassador (than 
myself),” Mr Asa said. “During his tour of duty, rela- 
tions were one of the best periods. Every visiting Thai 
foreign minister saw the president. Streets in Washing- 
ton DC and New York’s Fifth Avenue were sealed off to 
allow the people to welcome Their Majesties the King 
and Queen of Thailand. Thai people frequently wel- 
comed US presidents in Thailand. 


““Now times have changed. US cabinet members must be 
persuaded to stop over in Thailand. And only expresi- 
dents of the US pay a visit.” 


A source said US officials who worked with Mr Asa on 
ACM Sitthi’s meeting with Mr Reagan are serious about 
improving bilateral ties. 


Work on the meeting started in early February when the 
State Department sent a memorandum to the White 
House proposing the meeting. The matter received sup- 
port from members of the National Security Council. 
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A State Department official said the meeting between 
the president and ACM Sitthi signifies US sentiment 
towards Thailand as a long-time friend and treaty ally. 


“Our bilateral relations have recently been facing a 
number of difficulties, such as trade and refugee issues. 
It is important that through Foreign Minister Sitthi 
Thailand be reassured that despite those differences, the 
US remains Thailand’s friend and ally,” said the official. 


ACM Sitthi will arrive in Washington via New York. He 
will be guest of honour at a luncheon hosted by Acting 
Secretary of State John Whitehead (Secretary of State 
George Shultz will be in Helsinki that week). 


He will then call on Senator Lloyd Bentsen (Democrat, 
Texas), chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, 
Senator Mark Hatfield (Republican, Oregon) of the 
Appropriations Committee and a champion of the refu- 
gee issue, and congressman Steven Solarz (Democrat, 
New York). 


On April 22, after the meeting with Mr Reagan, ACM 
Sitthi will meet with William Webster, director of the US 
Central Intelligence Agency and former head of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


U.S. Museum Decision To Swap Lintel Criticized 
BK 160227 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
16 Mar 88 pp 1, 2 


[Text] In an apparent setback for Thailand, a Chicago 
museum’s board of trustees yesterday demanded a Thai 
artifact in exchange for the return of the Narai Banthom- 
sin lintel. 


The Chicago Art Institute, declining a Thai proposal to 
exchange a replica, said they will return the 800-year-old 
sculpture to Thailand before the opening of the Phanom- 
rung Temple in late April if the Thai Government 
guarantees the conditions set during the institute’s board 
meeting, according to a member of the Thai House 
Committee on Culture and Tourism. 


MP Phonthep Techaphaibun said the institute requested 
Thailand either lend an art object for an “indefinite 
exhibition” at the institute’s museum or give a privately- 
owned artifact for the museum to keep. 


But Tawisak Senanarong, director-general of the Fine 
Arts Department, said yesterday that both conditions 
were unacceptable. The department could lend an 
ancient artifact for exhibition but only for a limited 
period, he said. He mentioned that Thailand cannot give 
the institute a private art object, because national heri- 
tage pieces cannot be taken out of the country without 
Cabinet approval. 
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Tawisak said his department needs to consult Marut 
Bunnak and Mana Rattanakoset, education minister and 
deputy minister, on the issue. “This is a very sensitive 
matter and needs to be studied in detail. Thailand might 
have to resort to legal action to seek the return of the 
lintel,” he said. 


Drug Enforcement Plan Discussed With Malaysia 
BK160217 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
16 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Malaysia and Thailand plan to deploy more law 
enforcement officials at checkpoints along their common 
east coast border after recent Malaysian seizures of drugs 
smuggled there, anti-drug officials said yesterday. 


The plan was discussed during a meeting of Mohd. 
Ghazali bin Yaacob, deputy director of the Malaysian 
Criminal Investigations Department, and Pol Maj Gen 
[Police Major General] Chaowalit Yotmani, secretary 
general of the Thai Office of Narcotics Control Board 
(ONCB), as part of the countries’ regular consultations 
on drug control and smuggling suppression. 


Ghazali said drug smuggling overland from southern 
Gulf coast provinces in Thailand into Malaysia has 
increased recently and more attention is needed for that 
part of the common frontier. 


Chaowalit said drug traffickers have shifted to smuggling 
drugs from Narathiwat and Pattani provinces on the 
eastern coast, where Thais and Malaysians trade fish. 


Ghazali also said arms smuggling from Thailand is at an 
“alarming” rate and Malaysian authorities are keeping 
close watch on the illicit trade. 


Chaowalit, meanwhile, said drug smuggling by sea is 
increasing, citing recent major Thai seizures. 


About 680 kilogrammes of heroin base were seized in the 
Gulf sea off Chumphon province on October 20, 1987 
and five tons of marijuana were seized nine days later in 
a trawler in the Gulf of Thailand. 


Chaowalit said Thai officials from the ONCB, the Cus- 
toms Department, and the Police Department will meet 
Malaysian law enforcement officials soon, probably in 
Hat Yai. He said the date has not been slated yet. 


He said the meeting will delve into various law enforce- 
ment issues of mutual concern. He declined to give 
details. 


Participants in yesterday’s meeting at the ONCB head- 
quarters did not discuss the “hot pursuit” across the 
Thai-Malaysian border as an effort to crack down on 
drug trafficking, Chaowalit said. 
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Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad pro- 
posed Monday in his address to American anti-narcotic 
officials in Kuala Lumpur that authorities should be 
allowed to pursue suspects across international frontiers 
without the usual time-consuming formalities as part of 
a total war against worldwide narcotics trafficking. 


Sitthi Meets CPPCC Official Wang Guangying 
BK 160735 Bangkok ZHONG HUA RIBAO in Chinese 
14 Mar 88 p 7 


[Text] Wang Guangying, vice chairman of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference [CPPCC] 
and chairman and managing director of the Guangda 
Group Company Limited, and his five-member delega- 
tion visited the Chinese Embassy at about 0900 on 11 
March. The delegation included his wife Ying Yili, 
member of the Standing Committee of the All-China 
Women’s Federation; his eldest daughter Wang Mi, 
executive director of the Guangda Group Company 
Limited and manager of the real estate section; Zhou 
Bin, manager of Guangda Group Company Limited's 
general affairs section; and Guo Tianjao, assistant man- 
ager of Guangda Group Company Limited’s synthetical 
planning section. They were accompanied by Wu Feng- 
jin, deputy chairman of the Thai-Chinese Friendship 
Association and director of the Wiraphon Company 
Limited, and his youngest son Wu Hanlin. The delega- 
tion was warmly welcomed and received by Chinese 
Ambassador to Thailand Zhang Dewei. They also had 
their pictures taken together during the visit. 


At 1100 on the same day, Wang Guangying and his 
delegation, accompanied by Wu Fengjin, public relations 
adviser to the foreign minister; his youngest son Wu 
Hanlin; and XIN ZHONG YUAN RIBAO Vice Man- 
ager Wu Yaobing; arrived at the Foreign Ministry for a 
visit. They were warmly welcomed by Foreign Minister 
Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila and Wu Fengjin’s 
eldest son, Dr Wu Hanquan [Dr Sarasin Wiraphon], 
deputy director general of the Foreign Ministry's Politi- 
cal Department. 


During the meeting, Wang Guangying said that Thai- 
land’s atmosphere is very suitable for foreign investment 
and that Thailand is likely to become the fifth dragon of 
Asia’s newly industrialized countries. He also declared 
his willingness to make efforts to help the development 
of Chinese-Thai cooperation. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi said that he welcomed Wang 
Guangying to invest in Thailand and will try to help if 
there are any problems. 


The talks proceeded in a friendly and fraternal atmo- 
sphere. Wang Guangying’s five-member delegation also 
visited the residence of Wu Fengjin, where they were 
warmly received by the host and his family. 
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At 1900, Foreign Minister Sitthi hosted a dinner in 
honor of Wang Guangying’s delegation at Hai Tian 
Restaurant in Thon Buri. Also attending the dinner were 
Wu Fengjin, vice chairman of the Chinese-Thai Friend- 
ship Association; Dr Wu Hanquan, deputy director 
general of the Foreign Ministry’s Political Department; 
and Wu Hanlin. The dinner proceeded in a friendly and 
pleasing atmosphere. 


Prem Receives Bangladesh Foreign Minister 
BK 160857 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] The Bangladesh foreign minister called on Prime 
Minister General Prem Tinsulanon at Government 
House this morning to give him a message of goodwill 
from the Bangladesh president. The Bangladesh foreign 
minister thanked the Thai Government for the sale of 
100,000 tons of rice to Bangladesh at a friendship price. 
He also informed the Thai prime minister of the Bang- 
ladesh president’s planned visit to Thailand on 28 
March. 


Air Force Officer Resigns Before Transfer 
BK 160209 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
16 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The Royal Thai Air Force’s assistant chief of staff, 
one of the three senior officers marked for transfer by air 
force chief Woranat Aphichari, has resigned from service 
citing health problems. 


Air Marshal Samroeng Koetkaeo, who said he did not 
know about the proposed repositioning, told reporters he 
submitted the resignation to ACM [Air Chief Marshal] 
Woranat about two weeks ago. 


“I had no prior knowledge whatsoever about the pro- 
posed transfer. And I did not resign because I was about 
to be transferred,” he said. 


The resignation came in the wake of a widely speculated 
power struggle within the air force and the emergence of 
leaflets criticizing the air force performance during the 
recent Thai-Lao border conflict. 


However, Woranat on Monday denied that the transfer 
proposal, which was submitted to the Defence Ministry 
last week, has any connection with the underground 
leaflets. He said the adjustment was made for “‘suitabil- 
ity.” 


The air force chief also said he has justifiable reasons for 
his action. 


A highly-placed source at the air force told THE 
NATION that Samroeng submitted his resignation on 
Friday and sent another letter informing Defence Min- 
ister Phaniang Kantarat complaining of strained rela- 
tions with Woranat. 
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The source said the transfer was aimed at undermining 
the “old establishment,”—especially close associates of 
former air force commander in chief Praphan Thupa- 
temi. 


Samroeng, 53, who was tipped as one of the senior 
officers with a bright prospect, had been ignored by 
Woranat since the latter took office late last year, accord- 
ing to the source. 


Two other senior officers believed to be facing transfer 
are Aeronautical Engineering Director Likhit Suwanna- 
that and his deputy, Thongluan Wisetphotchanakit. 


House of Representatives To Reconvene 1 April 
BK160911 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 
0000 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] The House of Representatives will reconvene on | 
April. A royal decree signed by his majesty the king 
calling for the reopening of the House was issued on 6 
March. The annual session will last 3 months. 


Cabinet Approves Budget for Fiscal Year 1989 
BK160221 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
16 Mar 88 pp I, 2 


[Text] With emphasis on “stability with growth” and 
domestic borrowing to offset deficit expected at 40,000 
million baht, the expenditure budget for fiscal 1989 with 
an 11.1 per cent increase was approved by the Cabinet 
yesterday. 


The government plans a total spending of 270,500 mil- 
lion baht, representing an increase of 27,000 million 
baht from the current fiscal year. 


The growth is substantial compared with the increase of 
seven per cent in fiscal 1988 and 7.5 per cent in fiscal 
1987. In fact, the total spending should have been only 
266,500 million baht, or an increase of 9.4 per cent. But 
the government has added 4,000 million baht due to 
salary adjustments for public sector employees. 


It projects a total revenue of 230,500 rillion baht, an 
increase of 31,000 million baht or 15.5 per cent based on 
more effective tax collection. 


Finance Minister Dr Suthi Singsane said the new expen- 
diture budget was different from previous ones which 
stressed on austerity policy for the government. He said 
the 1989 budget shows increases in spendings designed 
to stimulate economic growth with fiscal stability. It will 
also play a significant role in economic restructuring 
priorities. 


The budget deficit accounts for 2.8 per cent of gross 
domestic product. Another notable feature in the budget 
is that 66,352 million baht have been set aside for debt 
servicing and this accounts for 24.5 per cent of the total 


spending. 
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The amount includes 17,330 million baht for repayment 
of principal loans and 49,022 miilion baht for interest. 
The debt servicing budget is close to the one set for the 
current fiscal year. 


There is 45,253 million baht of investment, an increase 
of 12.3 per cent or 4,942 million baht. This brings the 
ratio for investment spending to total expenditure to 
16.7 per cent, compared with 16.6 per cent for the 
current fiscal year. 


Minister Suthi said the budget would help maintain the 
momentum of economic growth of not less than five per 
cent, and with stability. By this, the government will 
mobilize resources to the public sector but in a fair 
manner and disposal of such resources will be efficient. 


The government will also control the budget deficit at a 
level which would not negatively affect the domestic 
economic situation and the country’s credibility over- 
seas. 


The minister said the need for restructuring priorities 
would enable the country to efficiently cope with eco- 
nomic fluctuations. 


In the restructuring, the government will implement 
human resource restructuring by adjusting salary scales 
so that the bureaucratic system can maintain efficient 
and quality civil servants. At the same time, this would 
attract more capable people to the system and enable 
civil servants to cope with the rising cost of living. 


The governrent will also invest in improving the eco- 
anic infrasturcture to meet economic growth despite 
se government's policy to encourage the private sector 
to play a bigger role in development. The budget docu- 
ment stressed that government investment spending is 
still vital to create confidence in the private sector which 
will also expand investment. 


Another key feature is the distributio:. of income to the 
rural sector for economic expansion and better liveli- 
hood for rural residents. ; 


For fiscal 1989, the government projects a 5.6 per cent 
economic growth and four per cent inflation. Gross 
domestic product at curreft prices is expected at 
1,449,976 million baht. 


The government plans to borrow 40,000 million baht 
from domestic sources to offset the budget deficit. Of the 
total, 17,000 million baht will come from the Govern- 
ment Savings Bank and 23,000 million baht from com- 
mercial banks and other private financial institutions. 


This means that the government will avoid borrowing 
from the Bank of Thailand. Minister Suthi explained 
that this method will prevent high growth in inflation 
rate. “There might be a thinking that the government is 
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draining the resources from the private sector. In fact, 
the amount is not big compared with the prevailing 
liquidity position,” laid the minister. 


Vietnam 


Chinese Authorities ‘Arrogant Acts’ Protested 
BK161147 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Since late January 1988, the Chinese authorities 
have violated Vietnamese territorial sovereignty by 
sending their military forces to the two coral reefs of Chu 
Thap [Fiery Cross] and Chau Vien [Cuarteron] in the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago of Vietnam. More seri- 
ous is the fact that on the morning of 14 March 1988, 
they sent a convoy of six warships—including three 
escort ships, Nos 502, 506, and 531, equipped with 
missiles and 100-mm artillery pieces—to fire at and sink 
three Vietnamese freighters at ihe Gac Ma coral reef in 
the Sinh Ton islands group, which are under Vietnamese 
control. 


Vietnamese freighter Nos 604 and 605 are Dai Khanh 
[Taching] type ships built by China. Freighter No 505 is 
U.S.-built. These freighters transport grain and food 
products. Some of the sailors on board are only armed 
for self-defense. There are still 76 Vietnamese sailors 
aboard the freighters. 


No sooner had the incident occurred than the Vietnamse 
side dispatched two unarmed lifeboats flying Red Cross 
flags on a rescue mission. The Chinese warships pre- 
vented the Vietnamese lifeboats from coming into the 
area to rescue people wounded by the Chinese side. 


We protest the aforesaid arrogant acts and deinand the 
Chinese side put an immediate end to these acts and that 
they not prevent Vietpamese ships, including lifeboats, 
from going to the rescue of wounded people. 


PRC Urged Not To Obstruct Rescue of Ships 
BK161028 Hanoi International Service in English 
1013 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] Mr Nguyen Phuong Vu, head of the Department 
for China of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry on Wed- 
neday [16 March] met Chinese Ambassador Li Shichun 
in Vietnam, telling him about the following issues: 


1. On 14 March 1988, two Vietnamese freighters were 
normally operating in the areas of Gac Ma, (Cao Linh), and 
(Lan Dao) of Sinh Ton, an island of Truong Sa [Spratly] 
Archipelago. The Vietnamese freighters were attacked by 
Chinese warships Nos 502, 506, and 531. Later, the Chinese 
warships opened fire at other Vietnamese freighters which 
came for rescue of these two freighters. This problem was 
raised in the statement dated 14 March by the Vietnamese 
Foreign Ministry and the note sent to China by Vietnam's 
Foreign Ministry on 15 March. 
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2. Since 14 March 1988, the three Vietnamese freighters 
have been in flames. The Vietnamese side sent lifeboats 
flying Red Cross flags to rescue those freighters but they 
were obstructed by Chinese warships. 


The Vietnamese side urges the Chinese side to order its 
warships to move away from his area and not to prevent 
Vietnamese ships from coming to the rescue of the crews 
on these freighters. The Vietnamese side wishes a favor- 
able and early reply from the Chinese side. 


Hanoi Radio Commentary 
BK151546 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Station commentary: “The Chinese Side Must Bear 
Total Responsibiiity”] 


[Text] That fact that the Chinese authorities have had 
their warships operate illegally in Vietnam's territorial 
waters, the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago, and overtly 
open fire on Vietnamese freighters, which were conduct- 
ing routine trips around the Gac Ma coral reef in the 
Sinh Ton Islands, is very serious. 


It indicates that the Chinese advocate a policy of using 
military force to oppose Vietnam's independence, sov- 
ereignty, and territorial integrity. From the dispatch of 
warships to conduct military provocations at the two 
coral reefs of Chu Thap [Fiery Cross] and Chau Vien 
{Cuarteron] in January 1988 to the penetration of, and 
further provocations at other coral reefs in the Sinh Ton 
Islands; and from the use of warships to prevent the 
normal movement of Vietnamese ships in international 
waters, and even in Vietnamese territorial waters, to the 
overt firing on Vietnamese ships, all clearly indicates 
that the Chinese side has disregarded reason, justice, and 
Vietnam’s protests, and has plunged deep into hostility 
and the path of armed confrontation. 


What must be clearly pointed out is that, with its familiar 
trick of picking up live coal and putting it in someone 
else’s hand, and of the thief crying “stop thief”, the 
Chinese side has fabricated a story that Vietnam has 
encroached on China’s territorial waters and that Viet- 
namese gunboats have overtly attacked Chinese ships 
while China uses military force against Vietnam. In this 
way, it schemes to legalize its *riminal acts against 
Vietnam. Moreover, it intends to pave the way for its use 
of force on the seas in the days ahead in order to occupy 
Vietnam's Truong Sa Archipelago, and advance a step 
further in its expansion into the Eastern Sea and toward 
Southeast Asian countries’ territories. 


The Chinese authorities are conflicting with Vietnamese 
and Chinese peoples’ aspirations for peaceful coexist- 
ence and long-standing friendship, and to the trend for 
dialogue in Southeast Asia. 
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Welcoming the SRV Foreign Ministry's 14 March state- 
ment and 15 March 1988 note to the Chinese side, our 
people assert that the two Hoang Sa [Paracel] and 
Truong Sa archipelagoes are sacred territorial compo- 
nents and territorial waters under our sovereignty. We 
resolutely demand that the Chinese authorities put an 
immediate end to all violations and provocations, and 
withdraw their Armed Forces from the territorial waters 
of the Truong Sa Archipelago at once. 


The Chinese side must be held totally responsible for all 
the consequences arising from its military provocations 
against Vietnam. 


Three Naval Vessels Reported Still on Fire 
BK 160820 Hong Kong AFP in English 0815 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi, March 16 (AFP)}—Three Vietnamese naval 
vessels were still on fire Wednesday following an attack 
Monday near the disputed Spratly Islands by Chinese war- 
ships, the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry said. 


The ministry said that the Chinese Navy was preventing 
rescuers from aiding the blazing Vietnamese ships. 


Vietnam had said previously that only two of its ships 
had been hit during an exchange of fire Monday near the 
islands claimed by both Hanoi and Beijing. 


The ministry said Wednesday that the third ship was 
attacked while “coming to help the other two Vietnam- 
ese ships.” 


Both countries have accused each other of firing first in 
Monday’s incident. 


The Vietnamese Foreign Ministry did not mention any 
casualties during the firing. 


It is not known whether Chinese ships suffered any 
damage during the engagement. 


The Vietnamese Department of Information said that 
the incident was discussed at a meeting Wednesday 
between Nguyen Phuong Vu, director of the China 
Department of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry and Li 
Shichun, the Chinese ambassador to Hanoi. 


A summary of their meeting was released by the infor- 
mation department. 


It said that Mr Vu had demanded that the “Chinese side 
order its warships tc move away from the zone and stop 
preventing Vietnamese rescue vessels from coming to 
rescue the crews of the burning warships.” 
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Condolences From Abroad on Death of Pham Hung 


Socialist Nations’ Messages 
BK151641 Hanoi VNA in English 1555 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 15—Vietnamese party and 
State leaders have received messages of condolences 
from their Mongolian, Albanian, Cuban, Bulgarian, 
GDR, Hungarian, Polish, Czechoslovak, Romanian and 
DPRK counterparts over the death of the late Chairman 
of the Council of Ministers Pham Hung. 


The message from the Mongolian People’s Revolution- 
ary Party Central Committee and the Council of Minis- 
ters reads: 


“The Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party, the 
Council of Ministers and the entire Mongolian people 
are deeply grieved over the death of Comrade Pham 
Hung, an outstanding activist of the Vietnamese party 
and state, and a staunch fighter for peace among nations 
and the cause of sociaiism. The Mongolian People’s 
Republic highly values his contributions to consolidating 
and developing the fraternal relations and 2llround 
cooperation between the two parties, two state; and two 
nations.” 


The message from Ramiz Alia, first secretary of the Alba- 
nian Party of Labour Centra! Committee, and Adil Carcani, 
chairman of the Albanian Council of Ministers, said: 


“We are deeply moved at the news of the death of the 
late Chairman of the Council of Ministers Pham Hung”. 


“On behalf of the Albanian Party of Labour and the 
Albanian Council of Ministers and in our own names, we 
would like to send to the Communist Party of Vietnam, 
the Vietnamese Government and people our sincere 
condolences over this great loss”. 


The message of condolences signed by Fidel Castro Ruz, 
first secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba Central 
Committee, president of the Council of State and the 
Council of Ministers, said; 


“Comrade Pham Hung was an oustanding fighter against 
the colonialists and foreign aggressors for the building of 
a new society. His contributions to the revolutionary 
struggle constitute a bright example for Vietnamese 
generations at present and in the future”. 


The message of condolences from the Central Commit- 
tee of the Bulgarian Communist Party and the Council of 
Ministers noted: 


“Comrade Pham Hung passed away. The Communist 
Pariy of Vietnam and the Vietnamese people have lost a 
loyal and devoted son, an eminent revolutionary and a 
party and state leader”. 
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The message of condolences addressed by Erich Hon- 
ecker, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) and president of 
the Council of State, said: 


“Comrade Pham Hung has made big contributions to 
Vietnam’s socialist construction and national defence. 
His contributions to the strenghtening of the fraternal 
friendship and cooperation with the SED and the GDR 
will be remembered forever”. 


The joint message signed by Janos Kadar, first secretary 
of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party Central Com- 
mittee, and Nemeth Karoly, president of the Presidential 
Council, noted: 


“The Hungarian people value highly Comrade Pham 
Hung’s efforts in developing the fraternal cooperation 
between the two peoples. The Hungarian people always 
preserve good memories of Comrade Pham Hung”. 


The message from Zbigniew Messner, chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of Poland, wrote: 


“We highly value Comrade Pham Hung’s contributions 
to the development of relations between Poland and 
Vietnam and to strengthening the fraternal friendship 
and cooperation between the two parties and nations”. 


The message from Lubomir Strougal, prime minister of 
Czechoslovakia, said: 


“Comrade Pham Hung passed away, our country and peo- 
ple lose a sincere friend who has made many contributions 
to strengthening the friendship and developing the allround 
cooperation between the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 
and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam”. 


Constantin Dascalescu, chairman of the Council of Min- 
isters of Romania and Yi Kun-mo, premier of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, expressed in 
their respective messages profound condolences to Vo 
Van Kiet, acting chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
Vietnam. 


Further Expressions of Condolences 
BK 160825 Hanoi VNA in English 0702 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA March 16—Dumaagiyn Sodnom, 
Politburo member of the Mongolian People’s Revolu- 
tionary Party Central Committee and chairman of the 
Councii of Ministers, Namsray, Politburo member and 
secretary of the MPRP Central Committee and B. Lam- 
jab, Politburo member of the MPRP Central Commit- 
tee, came to the Vietnamese Embassy in Ulaanbaatar on 
March 14 to pay the last respect to Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers Pham Hung. 
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The same day, other Mongolian leaders and representa- 
tives of public offices and mass organizations also came 
to pay homage to the late Vietnamese chairman. 


In Czechoslovakia, Lubomir Strougal, Presidium mem- 
ber of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia Central 
Committee and prime minister; Jindrich Polednik, sec- 
retary of the party Central Committee; Bohuslav Chnou- 
pek, foreign minister, and other Czechoslovak party and 
State leaders paid homage to Chairman Pham Hung in 
the Vietnamese Embassy in Prague yesterday. 


The same day, a Slovak party and state delegation led by 
Peter Colotka, presidium member of the Slovak Com- 
munist Party Central Committee and prime minister of 
the Slovak Socialist Republic, paid homage to Chairman 
Pham Hung at the Vietnamese Consulate General in 
Bratislava. 


The March 11 session of the coordinating committee of the 
nonaligned countries held in New York observed a minute 
of silence in memory of the Vietnamese chairman. 


The ambassador of Libya, Argentina, Nicaragua and 
other countries took the floor to express their deep 
condolences. They praised the big contributions of the 
late chairman to the cause of national liberation and 
construction in Vietnam. 


Lao, PRK Delegations Leave After Funeral 
BK151609 Hanoi VNA in English 1546 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 15S—The Lao party and gov- 
ernment delegation led by Nouhak Phoumsavan Polit- 
buro member of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party 
Central Committee and first vice-chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers left here this afternoon after attending 
the funeral of the late chairman Pham Hung. 


It was seen of by Tran Xuan Bach, Politburo member 
and secretary of the party Central Committee, and other 
high-ranking officials. 


Also this afternoon, the Kampuchean party and state 
delegation led by Hun Sen, Politburo member of the 
People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea Central 
Committee and chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
left Hanoi after the funeral. It was seen off among others 
by Le Duc Anh, Politburo member of the CPV Central 
Committee and defence minister. 


Homage Paid to Pham Hung in Ho Chi Minh City 
BK 1609034 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] In Ho Chi Minh, a solemn ceremony was held at 
the Thong Nhat Conference Hall on 14 March to pay 
homage to Chairman Pham Hung. 
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A delegation of the city’s party and people’s committees 
came early in the morning to lay a wreath in memory of 
the late chairman. Between 0800 and 2100 [0100-1400 
GMT], more than 460 popular delegations and 14 
groups of foreign visitors laid wreaths and paid their last 
respects. Delegations of cadres and combatants from the 
7th Military Region, the IV Corps, the Ho Chi Minh City 
Military Command, the local public security forces, and 
the southern military organs; representatives of the var- 
ious central organs and mass organizations based in the 
south and of the local people’s and mass organizations; 
and veteran revolutionary cadres—many of whom were 
close comrades-in-arms of Comrade Hai Hung [Pham 
Hung’s nom de guerre] during the days of clandestine 
activities in imperialist jails, in the arduous struggle 
against French colonialism, and in the years of fierce 
fighting against U.S. imperialism—bowed with deep 
emotions in memory of a comrade who had lived the 
pure and turbulent life of a revolutionary. 


Archbishop Nguyen Van Binh, Superior Bonze Thich 
Minh Cgau, and representatives of the various religious 
Organizations were present to pay their respects. 


The consuls general of the Soviet Union and other 
countries in Ho Chi Minh City; visitors from Cuba, 
Hungary, the GDR, and France; and the UNICEF rep- 
resentative currently on visit to our country also paid 
floral tribute to Chairman Pham Hung. 


Vo Chi Cong Attends Nguyen Xuan Linh’s Funeral 
BK150432 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] On 14 March 1988 in Hanoi, the Office of the 
National Assembly and the Council of State solemnly 
arranged funeral services for Comrade Nguyen Xuan 
Linh, former member and secretary of the Standing 
Committee of the National Assembly. 


Attending the wreath-laying ceremony were delegations 
of the Party Central Committee, National Assembly, 
Council of State, Council of Ministers, and various 
organs, sectors, political parties, and mass organizations 
at the central level and in Hanoi and other provinces and 
cities. The delegation of the party committees and peo- 
ple’s committees from Nghe Tinh Province and Nam 
Dan District, native home of Comrade Nguyen Xuan 
Linh, laid a wreath in memory of the late staunch fighter. 


Also paying homage to Comrade Nxuyen Xuan Linh 
were Comrade Vo Chi Cong, member of the Political 
Bureau and chairman of the Council of State; comrades 
Truong Chinh and Le Duc Tho, advisers to the party 
Central Committee; comrades Do Muoi, Nguyen Duc 
Tam, and Nguyen Thanh Binh, members of the Political 
Bureau; comrade Tran Quoc Huong, secretary of the 
party Central Committee; Comrade Le Quang Dao, 
chairman of the National Assembly; Comrade Nguyen 
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Huu Tho, vice chairman of the Council of State; Com- 
rade Vo Nguyen Giap, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers; and many other party and state cadres as well 
as veteran cadres and friends and relatives of the 
deceased. 


Amid the solemn atmosphere of the memorial service, 
Comrade Hoang Truong Minh, member of the party 
Central Committee and vice chairman of the National 
Assembly, delivered the eulogy expressing the boundless 
grief of the party, state, and people over the passing away 
of Cormrade Nguyen Xuan Linh. 


During nearly 50 years of unyielding and incessant 
revolutionary activities, either overt or covert, against 
the enemy and from the period of resistance against 
foreign aggressors to the stage of socialist construction, 
Comrade Nguyen Xuan Linh always proved himself a 
staunch revolutionary fighter who worked selflessly 
without fear of hardship and sacrifice. He also led a 
clean, simple, and honest life and fought tirelessly for the 
interests of the working class and nation. As an ardent 
and responsible cadre who always united with, and 
stayed close to the masses, he was trusted, well-liked, and 
respected by the people. 


Following the memorial service, members of all delega- 
tions and comrades in arms, friends, and relatives of 
Comrade Nguyen Xuan Linh joined members of his 
family in accompanying him to his last resting place. 


Doan Khue Article on National Defense 
BK101515 Hanoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese Dec 87pp 6-14 


[Article by Colonel General Doan Khue: “Thoroughly 
Understand the Lesson of ‘Considering the People as 
Roots’ in Consolidating National Defense and Building 
the Armed Forces”’] 


[Text] The concept of considering the people as roots 
and relying on the people to carry out all revolutionary 
activities is a major point of the revolutionary line 
developed by President Ho Chi Minh and our party, 
based on the fundamental Marxist-Leninist theory that 
the popular masses are the makers as well as the subjects 
of history. This concept was deeply and also naturally 
absorbed by our party members and cadres at the early 
stage of the revolutionary movement because at that 
time, every revolutionary was alive solely because of the 
people’s care, assistance, and protection. However, 
under the conditions of a party in power, many have 
failed to adhere to this concept, have become bureau- 
cratic and removed from the masses, and have even 
adopted an arrogant and oppressive attitude toward the 
people. For this very reason, the sixth congress of our 
party once again brought to the fore the lesson about 
“thoroughly understanding the concept of considering 
the people as roots and building and developing the 
laboring people’s right to mastery.” 
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In the revolutionary war, as well as in national defense 
and army building, the concept of considering the people 
as roots is all the more important. It has become a 
Strategy for national defense that is characteristic of our 
nation’s traditions and imposes a pattern on our party’s 
current military line—the line for conducting the peo- 
ple’s war, developing the all-people national defense 
system, and building the people’s Armed Forces. This 
has been demonstrated by our victories in the war for 
national liberation and the war for national defense, as 
well as by our success in building the Armed Forces in 
past years. However, since the revolution embarked on 
the new stage, in our endeavor to consolidate national 
defense and build the Armed Forces, the concept of 
considering the people as roots has, at times and in some 
localities, been taken lightly, hence our failure to fully 
develop the people’s power for consolidating national 
defense and building the Armed Forces to make them 
truly of the people, for the people, and by the people. 


If the concept of renovation also calls for restoring and 
improving upon what we have omitted or failed to 
complete, thoroughly understanding the concept of con- 
sidering the people as roots is a major requirement of the 
renovation in thinking and renovation in workstyle 
which is aimed at continuing efforts to step up the 
consolidation of national defense, build the Armed Forc- 
es, and successfully fulfill the task of defending the 
fatherland while engaging in national construction in the 
spirit of the sixth party congress. On the other hand, the 
concept of considering the people as roots, in regard to 
national defense and the war for the defense of the 
fatherland, today has, instead of remaining unchanged, 
also shown new developments in terms of its content as 
well as in its application. 


This article will raise a number of issues with the aim of 
reaffirming old experiences that need to be developed 
under the new conditions, and at the same time it will 
make some suggestions concerning the content and 
application of the concept of considering the people as 
roots in consolidating national defense and building the 
Armed Forces in view of the current national situation. 


Just as in the implementation of other tasks, consolidat- 
ing national defense, building the Armed Forces, and 
conducting the war for national defense, we must create 
the conditions for the people to know, discuss, imple- 
ment, and inspect: This is done by constantly making the 
people aware of the situation and tasks of the revolution 
and by bringing into play the mechanism of leadership 
by the party, management by the state, and mastery by 


the people. 


In feudal times of old, when the fatherland was threat- 
ened, imperial dynasties on many occasions relied on the 
people and sought their opinions. An example of this is 
the famous Dien Hong conference during the reign of the 
Tran dynasty which is recorded in history. The success of 
the general August uprising and the victories of the wars 
of resistance against the French, U.S., and Chinese 
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aggressors in the recent past all stemmed from our 
party’s efforts to foster, organize, and launch an exten- 
sive mass movement to fight the for national salvation 


against the aggressors. 


Today, to strengthen national defense and defend the 
fatherland, we must also heighten the people’s vigilance 
and muster the people’s strength for work implementa- 
tion. What is now different from the period of the war of 
liberation is that as we have already triumphed over 
some giant imperialists and our national independence 
and unification have already been regained, the emer- 
gence of subjectivism and a lack of vigilance can occur 
easily. In addition, following several decades of hard 
struggle that entailed numerous socioeconomic difficul- 
ties, many people may be easily persuaded to pay less 
attention to national defense. Some even think, simplis- 
tically, that “as long as the economy is strong, national 
defense will be strong.” Therefore, today it is necessary 
to attach greater importance to carefully indoctrinating 
the entire people on the situation and revolutionary 
tasks, on the schemes and tricks of the enemy, as well as 
on the obligations and responsibilities of every person, 
every echelon, and every sector in the cause of national 
defense. 


It is most important that we make everyone fully aware 
of the basic and long-term enemy of our country’s 
revolution as well as its present dangerous enemy, and 
on the strategic combat objectives of our Army and 
people. In view of the struggle between us and the 
enemy, it is the policy of our party and state to maintain 
peace. For the cause of national defense and socialist 
construction, it would also be the best thing if peace is 
successfully maintained. The longer peace is preserved, 
the more beneficial it will be to us. Peace is the nature of 
our regime. It is also the earnest and legitimate desire of 
our people. However, whether we can preserve peace or 
not will depend on our strength. And it will also depend 
on the degree of the enemy’s stubborness. In its analysis 
of the international, Asian-Pacific, Southeast Asian, and 
Indochinese situations, our Sixth CPV Congress pointed 
out: “The forces of hegemonism and imperialism have 
yet to renounce their long-term scheme to weaken and 
then subjugate the three [Indochinese] peoples. These 
forces may continue to pursue the policy of confronta- 
tion, using military pressure, blockade, and isolation as a 
means to bleed us white, thus making it impossible for us 
to build the economy and improve the people’s lives.” In 
reality, the enemies are waging an extremely insidious 
war of destruction against our country while maintaining 
military pressure by means of a large military force 
which daily fires at our country’s northern border terri- 
tories. They are waging a war of destruction and subver- 
sion against Laos while directing the war to reinstall the 
genocidal regime in Cambodia with a view to encircling 
and invading our country from different directions. 


The enemy’s actual maneuvers have attested to the 
accuracy of our party’s judgment. Therefore, it is neces- 
sary to keep the entire people informed of the enemy’s 
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daily activities. This is part of an effort to make them 
further aware of “the two strategic tasks of building 
socialism successfully and defending the socialist Viet- 
namese fatherland firmly.” On this basis, we must pro- 
vide them with intensive indoctrination on the current 
task of national defense which calls for “our entire party, 
people, and Army to develop the integrated strength of 
our country and society and a determination to triumph 
over ihe multifaceted war of destruction while formulat- 
ing plans to deal with all situations caused by the 
enemy.” It is because of our lofty international obliga- 
tion and also the need to defend our fatherland that we 
have to fight in our fraternal countries. “Helping a 
friendly country means helping ourselves.” This was 
once said by President Ho Chi Minh. 


In view of the current situation where our party has 
become a ruling party and our people, led by the party, 
have regained the power and are using the state organs of 
power as a means to achieve their mastery, we must 
educate in the task of national defense not only the 
people but also the whole party, the administrative 
organs, the leaders, and management cadres in the 
various economic, cultural, social, and mass organiza- 
tions if we are to muster and make use of the strength of 
the entire people. Only through satisfactoy education of 
these cadres and organizations will we be able to satis- 
factorily educate the entire people and achieve the 
people’s mastery over all national defense activities. 


It is especially noted that once power has been regained, 
all party lines and policies on national defense as well as 
in other fields will be instituted in state laws and 
regulations. Our laws and regulations compel all the 
people to observe them. This is not blind but self- 
conscious observance. It is therefore necessary to edu- 
cate the people properly on laws and regulations so 
everyone can feel self-motivated to strictly comply with 
all these laws and regulations. On this basis, we must 
make all the people equal before the law, entitled to 
social benefits, and feel dutybound to struggle in defense 
of the fatherland. There should be no exceptions, no 
prerogatives, and no special privileges for anyone. 


Such concrete national defense-related tasks and policies 
as troop recruitment, development of the reserve force, 
organization of the militia and self-defense forces, imple- 
mentation of the rear-army policy, corvee labor for 
national defense purposes, activities to help boost the 
morale of combatants on the frontline... should be 
brought up for discussion with the people and all eche- 
lons and sectors. It is necessary to point out the state’s 
requirements and capabilities as well as our advantages 
and difficulties so all problems may be jointly handled 
by the people; the Armed Forces; and various sectors, 
mass Organizations, and national defense organs. It is 
important to make everyone, especially in organs 
responsible for shaping national defense policies and 
other national defense-related socioeconomic policies 
and for guiding and organizing work implementation, 
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clearly understand the two strategic tasks of the revolu- 
tion and the importance of national defense. It is neces- 
sary to avoid placing emphasis only on the policy of 
promoting economic development because this could 
hurt the thinking and feelings of those who have taken up 
weapons or will do so for the sake of the defense of the 
fatherland, including the thinking and feelings of their 
dependents. 


In view of the current situation, making use of the 
all-people strength to defeat the enemy’s war of destruc- 
tion constitutes a very important permanent task that 
must be carried out in conjunction with the nationwide 
anti-negativism struggle, national defense, and security 
maintenance. 


So long as the enemy still nurtures his fundamental 
scheme to weaken and then subdue our people, he will 
continue to wage the war of destruction against our 
country and will not spare any cruel maneuvers, areas of 
operation, or localities (of course, the enemy has also 
established targeted areas as well). This war of destruc- 
tion is characterized by the use of both military pressure 
and economic blockade by the enemy and his readiness 
for subversion. Through underground activities, the 
enemy is trying to infiltrate our society and organiza- 
tions and to combine sabotage acts with psychological 
warfare, espionage, and commodity war activities... The 
enemy is taking advantage of our difficult and compli- 
cated problems in socioeconomic management to further 
aggravate the difficulties we are facing in the areas of 
production and the people’s livelihood. The causes of the 
negative phenomena in our society rest with our short- 
comings in management as well as with the enemy’s 
maneuvers. Therefore, to counter the enemy’s war of 
destruction, we must rely on and mobilize our entire 
people. The firm stance of each individual citizen con- 
stitutes an essential element in erecting a strong wall to 
bar the enemy from infiltrating our ranks and carrying 
out his dark schemes. Only with the people’s ears and 
eyes can we constantly watch the enemy, discover his 
maneuvers in time, and deal punitive blows to him. Also, 
only with the strength of the vast majority of the masses 
and public opinion can we combat effectively all mani- 
festations of negativism which are iending a hand to the 
continuing war of destruction. 


To make full use of the all-people strength in the struggle 
to foil the enemy’s war of destruction, we must, on the 
basis of a widespread and deep-rooted awareness pro- 
gram for everyone, consider all grassroots units: hamlet, 
village, city block, work site, state farm, plant, mine, 
agency, company-size units... as basic organizations for 
combating and preventing the war of destruction. It is 
necessary to make each of these grassroots units compre- 
hensively strong and firm with an adequate organiza- 
tional and personnel management system. This way, 
each of these grassroots units will become a real “combat 
fortress” and each individual citizen will act as a stalwart 
combatant on the front against the enemy’s war of 
destruction. 
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Border areas, major political and economic centers, and 
key agencies constitute the main targets of the enemy's 
war of destruction. Therefore, it is all the more impor- 
tant to initiate a widespread and deep-rooted awareness 
program for everyone and to develop the strength of the 
all-people struggle against the enemy... 


As far as border areas are concerned, it is necessary to 
link a well-organized awareness program for our ethnic 
minority compatriots with efforts to implement scrupu- 
lously the party’s policy toward people of ethnic minor- 
ities. It is important to step up economic and cultural 
development, to broaden communications networks, 
and to make the light of civilization shine even in remote 
mountain areas to help improve the people’s conditions 
in every respect. It is necessary to use this basis for 
consolidating the party’s organi: « %s, administrative 
organs, mass societies, cooperatives, - .. the masses’ 
Armed Forces. This way, we can create “steel walls” to 
cope with the enemy’s war of destruction and stand 
ready to foil his war of aggression at all levels. 


At large political and economic centers and the sites of 
key organs and all other organs, enterprises, and Army 
units, attention should be given to establishing a broad 
and firm security belt based on “the people’s support” 
and purging all bad and suspect elements so as to cleanse 
the organization and the areas. Plans should be worked 
out to combine education and management activities 
within organs and units with those carried out among the 
people, relying on the people to expose the enemy, 
negative actions, and bad elements at various organs 
who engage in illegal under-the-counter dealings with 
crooks, speculators, and wheeler-dealers. 


Experience shows that unless we rely on the people, 
educate them thoroughly, and make grass-roots units 
firm and strong in all respects, we will not only fail to 
harness the aggregate strength of each locality and unit to 
counter the enemy’s war of sabotage but will also create 
favorable conditions for that war to develop. With fences 
and watch towers and the operation of border defense, 
police, and security forces alone, we cannot check the 
illegal movement of smugglers and enemy scouts, com- 
mandoes, and spies across the border; nor can we put an 
end to sabotage activities, serious negative phenomena, 
accidents, social vices, reactionary rumors.... And once 
these things take place, unless true healthiness has been 
instilled in the absolute majority of the population, we 
will be easily blocked by a smokescreen that makes it 
difficult for us to detect the enemy and bad elements. 


Therefore, it is necessary to recapitulate the implemen- 
tation of the Political Bureau’s Resolution No 3 on 
countering the enemy’s war of sabotage from the grass- 
roots level up, and draw practical lessons from it, espe- 
cially the lesson of firmly grasping the fundamental 
principle that was set forth precisely in that resolution— 
that is, to use the strength of the masses as the base. 
Proceeding from that recapitulation, we will continue to 
educate the entire people and the various echelons and 
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sectors, especially those in key areas, and create a drastic 
change in awareness and work methods so as to guard 
effectively against and counter all acts of sabotage by the 
enemy and minimize the losses they may Cause us. 


Our national defense system is of the people, for the people, 
and by the people. Therefore, mobilizing the entire people 
for national defense is an issue of principle. In strengthening 
national defense, no assignments—from setting up battle 
positions to building up potentials—can be done without 
the participation of the masses. 


Whatever the line or the area, defense positions as well as 
national defense potentials must be based on political 
stability. This requires that party organizations be pure, 
firm, and strong; administrative organs be clean, honest, 
just, impartial, and highly effective in management; that 
mass organizations operate with efficiency; the Armed 
Forces win the trust of the people; cadres play an 
exemplary role; and the entire people display self-ware- 
ness, unity, and singlemindedness. To make party orga- 
nizations, administrative bodies, mass societies, and the 
Armed Forces firm and strong in all respects, we must 
also rely on the people through their education and the 
launching of a deep, broad, and vigorous revolutionary 
movement among the masses. 


In building defense positions, we must turn each prov- 
ince and each municipality into an impregnable defense 
zone. In that defense zone, no matter whether main- 
force troops are stationed there or not, all localities must 
be made firm and strong in all respects; and local 
military work must be given due attention. All of these 
tasks must be discussed with the people; and plans for 
their implementation must be formulated from grass- 
roots units at the hamlet and village level up. The 
leadership and guidance provided by higher echelons are 
aimed primarily at laying down the orientations, require- 
ments, and basic criteria; and even this should also be 
subject to discussion by the masses. Issues concerning 
requirements and criteria may also be changed at the 
suggestions of the masses. As for the issues concerning 
specific work methods, the mobilization of material 
resources, and spiritual motivation, they should all be 
presented to the masses for discussion before assigning 
responsibilities and tasks in a just and rational manner. 


In building the Armed Forces of the masses, carrying out 
troop recruitment, developing the mobilized reserve 
forces, mobilizing civilian laborers for national defense 
projects..., it is necessary to disseminate thoroughly the 
criteria and policies for mobilization, policies for tem- 
porary deferment, and the mobilization timetable; and 
to make public the policies and criteria for sending 
students and laborers abroad as well as for admitting 
students to colleges, vocational middle schools, and job 
training centers at home. Only by so doing can we create 
the conditions for the people to know what is going on 
and to decide who deserves to be chosen, who should go 
first, who should go afterwards, who should be held back, 
who should do this, and who should do that. 
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Making public the implementation of the Army welfare 
policy is even more necessary. The people should be kept 
well informed of the spiritual and material benefits each 
beneficiary of the policy is entitled to, of what the state 
can provide, what it still lacks and thus needs to be 
supplemented by public contributions. 


At present, some localities are applying the policy of 
soliciting public contributions to set up funds to provide 
for militia and self-defense forces in training or for mock 
mobilizations of reservists. During the war of resistance, 
our people had gained experience in organizing “‘rice for 
soldiers” campaigns. Today, even in a drive for this sort 
of contribution we must ensure public consent since only 
with such consent can the drive be successfully imple- 
mented. On the other hand, utmost economization and 
openness should be practiced in managing and using 
local defense budgets. Spending must also be reported to 
the people so that they can clearly see that such spending 
is sensible and essential. We should guard against the 
Situation where the people are asked only to contribute 
to a fund but are not informed of the purposes for which 
this fund is intended. In some places, budgets have been 
used correctly; in some others, they have been wasted in 
indiscriminate feasting and merry-making, making the 
masses suspicious and confused. 


Building up national defense is a major task closely 
related to the entire undertaking of national construction 
and socialist building. Therefore, we must be fully 
imbued with the lesson of considering the people as the 
roots, a lesson of general import to the entire revolution- 
ary cause of our people. Combining economy with 
national defense and vice versa is a difficult and compiex 
task in building defense poicntial. This is because both 
economy and national defense impose high require- 
ments, some of them identical, others contradictory and 
calling for skillful adjustments. With the exception of 
defense and national secrets and strategic issues ‘which 
must be made known only to certain strategic levels, all 
other matters in various domains—including the econ- 
omy and national defense as well as the combination of 
these two areas—should be communicated to, and dis- 
cussed by the masses, by all leadership and guidance 
organs, echelons, sectors, localities, and economic and 
defense production establishments, so that everyone can 
be informed, contribute ideas, suggest solutions, and join 
in the common effort. 


Under current conditions, while our country’s industrial 
base is still small and our national defense industry 
remains insignificant, our demands for the production 
and procurement of national defense technical equip- 
ment are considerable. However, if we can mobilize the 
industrial, scientific, and technical potential of the entire 
country to serve both economic building and national 
defense work, our difficulties will certainly be reduced. 
The decisive thing here is that the producers and pro- 
duction establishments themselves must know their own 
requirements and their capacity to contribute to national 
defense, and that they must be well organized in order to 
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fully exploit this capacity. Organs responsible for 
national defense must probe deeply into production 
establishments to discover production capabilities, to 
draw up requirements, and to hold discussions with 
them on how to satisfy all the essential demands of 
national defense. 


Our Army is a revolutionary army, an army of the 
people. Therefore, entering the period of building a 
regular and modern army, our party has always stressed 
that this is to build a regular and modern army of the 
people. Firmly maintaining the blood-sealed relation- 
ship with the people and firmly relying on the people to 
build and fight constitutes a very fine tradition of our 
Army and has been, and always will be, the building 
principle of our army. 


The working class nature of our Army determines its 
popularity. The primary manifestation of its nature and 
popularity lies in the objectives and fighting ideals of the 
Army and in the qualities and ethics of cadres and 
combatants. As a result, in building the People’s Army it 
is primarily and constantly important that we pay 
utmost attention to building it politically, considering 
political development as a base to firmly maintain and 
constantly enhance its working class nature so that it can 
remain always worthy of being an army of the people 
serving the people. We must start from the root to build 
the Army politically. All the people must thoroughly 
know and understand the requirements and criteria for 
selecting meritorious people, motivating their children 
to join the Army, and educating their relatives on the 
duty of fulfilling military obligations and defending the 
country. In the Army, building strong and wholesome 
party Organizations must serve as a core principle. We 
must pay utmost attention to political and ideological 
education, to the upholding of democracy and discipline, 
and to the vigorous struggle to overcome negative phe- 
nomena. 


The working class nature of our Army does not allow for 
the existence of phenomena that violate state law, Army 
discipline, and revolutionary ethics such as corruption, 
under-the-counter dealings, swindling troops out of 
rations, finding fault with subordinates, and departmen- 
talism. These negative manifestations have smeared the 
noble image of Uncle Ho’s soldiers and undermined the 
people’s confidence in our Army. 


We must therefore conduct this campaign to purify and 
enhance the militancy of party organizations and the 
state machinery, purify social relations, restore the fine 
traditions of our Army, and preserve them in the inher- 
ent orbit of the People’s Army. Only by doing so can we 
recover the confidence, sympathy, and admiration of the 
people who will wholeheartedly support and assist the 
Army in all respects. 


At a time when the country’s economy and the people’s 
life are yet rife with difficulties, our party and state are 
still unable to meet the essential demands of our cadres 
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and combatants, although they have strived hard to 
overcome these difficulties. To firmly maintain and 
gradually improve the troops’ living conditions, there 
must be close coordination among leaders and army 
commanders of all ranks, various sectors of the state at 
the central level, and the people. Effort must be made to 
ensure that state prescribed rations are shipped to troops 
on time, to the right locations, and in the prescribed 
quality and quantity. Leaders, commanders, and rear 
service agencies must organize well the administration, 
preservation, processing, and shipping of rations to 
combatants, especially in the outlying border areas and 
islands, and battle* 2Ids. 


The popularity of the army is manifested not only by its 
political nature and its development but also by its 
military art. This is the art of the people’s warfare in 
which all the people fight the enemy and the people’s 
armed forces composed of the static and mobile forces 
serve as a core. This art must be thoroughly understood 
in conducting troop smog organizing forces, and in 
planning battle positions. This art also requires that all 
the people be trained in general military matters and 
youths, teenagers, and school students of all sectors and 
at all levels be educated in national defense. The army 
must always rely firmly on the people and sectors at all 
levels to resolve all combat and building problems. 
Effective help and assistance to overcome difficulties, 
secure materials for training, repair equipment and 
weapons, train cadres and technical personnel...can 
always be obtained from the various sectors of the state 
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and production installations. This method will not only 
help reduce the national defense budget but also inten- 
sify the army-people relationship in peace time to pre- 
pare for necessary coordination in war time. 


Our people who possess stalwart revolutionary traditions 
and eager patriotism, are determined to build socialism 
successfully and firmly defend the socialist fatherland. 
Although the people of all nationalities love their troops 
like their children and place all their confidence in the 
People’s Army, they will not be pleased with the weak- 
nesses of cadres and combatants. The people constitute 
the strong fulcrum and the inexhaustible source of 
strength for our army. We must know how to tap and 
develop this inexhaustible source of strength in order to 
constantly surge forward. 


Reliance on the people’s strength and mobilization of the 
people’s forces must be based on the party leadership 
and operational control of state agencies. Party commit- 
tee echelons and organizations of the administration at 
all levels and in all localities must be truly concerned 
with building the army, consolidating national defense, 
and educating and motivating the people to positively 
contribute to consolidating national defense and build- 
ing the army comprehensively. Party committees in the 
army must initiate close coordination with other party 
committees and organizations of the administration in 
all sectors and localities to discuss and satisfactorily 
resolve all problems of the sectors, localities, and Army. 
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Fiji 


Prime Minister Gives Speech; Seeks UK Ties 
BK151659 Hong Kong AFP in English 1648 GMT 
15 Mar 88 


[Text] Suva, March 15 (AFP)}—Fijian Prime Minister 
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara said Tuesday he would visit 
London with President Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau in a few 
weeks in the hope of restoring links with the British 
crown. 


Ratu Mara said in an address on national radio that the 
two men would have consultations with British author- 
ities about the restoration of ties which were cut last 
October when Fiji declared itself a republic. 


In a speech marking the first 100 days of his interim 
government, Ratu Mara said the outcome of the London 
talks would be conveyed to a special meeting of tradi- 
tional chiefs from around Fiji, together with recommen- 
dations of the cabinet constitution committee on a new 
constitution for the Pacific nation. 


The prime minister said this meeting was expected to be 
held in May or June and would be followed by the 
long-awaited Great Council of Chiefs meeting in June or 
July. Last year’s Great Council of Chiefs meeting was 
postponed because of the political crisis following two 
military coups. 


Ratu Mara said full consultations on the wider aspects of 
Fiji’s constitutional future would be held with the Great 
Council of Chiefs. 


An advisory committee representing all ethnic groups 
would then be appointed by the interim government to 
scrutinise the constitutional proposals. Free elections 
would begin once a broadly-acceptable constitution, 
including its electoral provisions and regulations, were 
completed. 


But he added he could only see this achieved within a 
two-year time frame and not earlier. 


Ratu Mara said the new constitution would not only 
ensure full protection of the fundamental interests and 
concerns of the indigenous Fijian people, but would also 
accommodate the position of non-Fijians. 


On the economy, Ratu Mara emphasised that while 
revenue was improving, the government could not afford 
to relax cost controls and restrictions including salary 
and wage reductions. Public operating expenditure was 
cut by 30 per cent and salaries and wages reduced by 15 
per cent late last year. 


Ratu Mara said government revenue for January totalled 
22 million Fijian dollars (about 15.4 million U.S.) which 
represented an increase of 4.5 million (about 3.15 mil- 
lion U.S.) over projected revenue for the month. 
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In June, the government would consider amending the 
national budget which has a forecast deficit of 119 
million dollars (about 83.4 million U.S.). 


Ratu Mara welcomed the restoration of economic rela- 
tions with Fiji by what he called overseas friends. For- 
eign assistance pledged to support economic and social 
developments this year was estimated at more than 34 
million dollars (about 23.8 million U.S.), the highest 
level of foreign aid in any single year. 


Ratu Mara also spoke confidently about assistance from 
South Korea and Japan which he visited recently. “The 
essential first step must be to restore and to raise the 
level of investor confidence, both within our own busi- 
ness community and among overseas business people,” 
he added. 


The Fijian Government had already received 20 new 
investment proposals involving local businessmen and 
overseas partners wishing to take advantage of the newly 
established tax-free trade zones, he said. 


On tourism, Ratu Mara said the interim government’s 
prime focus was to revive the depressed tourist industry, 
hard hit by the two coups. He said that advance airline 
and hotel bookings looked optimistic for the industry, 
adding that Australia would continue to be Fiji’s most 
important tourist market. 


New Zealand 


Foreign Minister on French Agent Talks 
BK 160430 Hong Kong AFP in English 0349 GMT 
16 Mar 88 


[Text] Wellington, March 16 (AFP)}—France and New 
Zealand have reached agreement for an inspection of the 
French South Pacific atoll of Hao to ensure that French 
secret agent Captain Dominique Prieur is still living and 
working there. 


New Zealand Foreign Minister Russell Marshall told a 
news conference here that he expected an independent 
inspection by a person from a third country to be carried 
out in the next fortnight. 


New Zealand requested the inspection under a United 
Nations agreement settling its row with France over the 
1985 bombing by French agents of the Rainbow War- 
rior, flagship of the Greenpeace environmentalist move- 
ment. 


The agreement confined Capt Prieur and a fellow agent, 
Major Alain Mafart, to Hao atoll for three years after 
their release from jail by New Zealand authorities. 


The inspection, the first requested by New Zealand, 
follows unilateral action by France in flying Mafart to 
Paris for medical treatment without the required agree- 
ment of the New Zealand Government. 
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Mr Marshall said the independent inspection should end 
rumours that Capt Prieur had also been removed from 
Hao Atoll. 


“An inspection of Hao will be undertaken by an agreed 
third party,” Mr Marshall said. “That visit has now been 
arranged and will be undertaken by a person from a third 
country before the end of this month.” 


Mr Marshall did not indicate either the identity or 
nationality of the person who would carry out the 


inspection. 


Fe confirmed that his recent discussions in Paris had 
also centered on the return of Maj Mafart to Hao. 
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“The discussions on that are continuing between offi- 
cials, with particular reference to the views of medical 
people on both sides, and that’s about where the matter 
lies,” he said. 


But Mr Marshall declined to reveal details of the talks 
over Maj Mafart and his future, saying the matter was 
“extraordinarily delicate.” 


New Zealand has consistently demanded that Maj 
Mafart be returned to Hao after declaring his removal a 
breach of the U.N.-imposed settlement. 


France has said that Maj Mafart was flown to a Paris 
military hospital for urgent treatment of a stomach 
ailment. 


This is a U.S. Government publication. Its contents in no 
way represent the policies, views, or attitudes of the U.S. 
Government. Users of this publication may cite FBIS or 
JPRS provided they do so in a manner clearly identifying 
them as the secondary source. 


Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) and Joint Publications Research Service (JPRS) 
publications contain political, economic, military, and sociological news, commentary, and other 
information, as well as scientific and technical data and reports. All information has been obtained 
from foreign radio and television broadcasts, news agency transmissions, newspapers, books, and 
periodicals. Items generally are processed from the first or best available source; it should not be in- 
ferred that they have been disseminated only in the medium, in the language, or to the area indicated. 
Items from foreign language sources are translated. Those from English-language sources are 
transcribed, with the original phrasing and other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets [ ] are supplied by FBIS/JPRS. 
Processing indicators such as [Text] or [Excerpts] in the first line of each item indicate how the infor- 
mation was processed from the original. Unfamiliar names which are rendered phonetically or 
transliterated by FBIS/JPRS are enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a question 
mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear from the original source but have been supplied as 
appropriate to the context. Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an item originate 
with the source. Times within items are as given by the source. 


SUBSCRIPTION/PROCUREMENT INFORMATION 


The FBIS DAILY REPORT contains cur- 
rent news and information and is published 
Monday through Friday in 8 volumes: China, 
East Europe, Soviet Union, East Asia, Near 
East & South Asia, Africa (Sub-Sahara), 
Latin America, and West Europe. Supple- 
ments to the DAILY REPORTs may also be 
available periodically and will be distributed 
to regular DAILY REPORT subscribers. 
JPRS publications generally contain less 
time-sensitive information and are published 
periodically. Current JPRS publications are 
listed in Government Reports Announcements 
issued semi-monthly by the National Tech- 
nical Information Service (NTIS), 5285 Port 
Royal Road, Springfield, Virginia 22161 and 
the Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Pub- 
lications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington, D.C. 20402. 


U.S. Government offices may obtain sub- 
scriptions to the DAILY REPORTs or JPRS 
publications (hardcovers or microfiche) at 
no charge through their sponsoring organi- 
zations. DOD consumers are required to 
submit requests through appropriate 


command validation channels to DIA, RTS- 
2C, Washington, D.C. 20301. (Telephone: 
(202) 373-3771, Autovon: 243-3771.) For 
additional information or assistance, call 
FBIS, (703) 527-2368, or write to P.O. Box 
2604, Washington, D.C. 20013. 


The public may subscribe to either hard- 
cover or microfiche versions of the DAILY 
REPORTs and JPRS publications through 
NTIS at the above address or by calling 
(703) 487-4630. Subscription rates will be 
provided by NTIS upon request. Subscrip- 
tions are available outside the United States 
from NTIS or appointed foreign dealers. 
Back issues or single copies of the DAILY 
REPORTs and JPRS publications are not 
available. New subscribers should expect a 
30-day delay in receipt of the first issue. 


Both the DAILY REPORTs and the JPRS 
publications are on file for public reference 
at the Library of Congress and at many 
Federal Depository Libraries. Reference 
copies may also be seen at many public and 
university libraries throughout the United 
States. 


CN 


03\26\99 


